In Germany, Annegret Kramp-Karrenbauer replaces Angela Merkel at the
leadership of the CDU. The successor guarantees that it is much more than a copy
of the German chancellor.

Dutchman Frans Timmermans is the Socialist candidate for the presidency of the
European Commission.

In this edition still: Brexit goes to votes today in the British Parliament.
.

Annegret Kramp-Karrenbauer was elected on Friday as the new leader of the
center-right party in Germany - the Christian Democratic Union.

Karrenbauer prevailed at the CDU congress by a minimal margin: 51.8 percent of
the vote against 48.2 percent of Friedrich Merz, the right-wing wing of the party.
Let's get to know more about AKK, as well as Merkel's successor. Here is a work
by Cristina Santos da Antena 1.

He was born in the smallest German state, Saarland, which is also a cauldron of cultures.
Anyone who lives in Saarland loves good food and drink. In fact, the highest
consumption of champagne per capita in Germany is recorded in this small state, which
was born 56 years ago Annegret Kramp-Karrenbauer. A name difficult to pronounce
and big enough for the German media to call it AKK.

Seen by many as a "mini-Merkel”, Annegret has repeated the phrase: "I raised three
children with my husband, I have governed responsibilities for 18 years, | have nothing
mini." Comparing ideas, Annegret Karrenbauer is more conservative in social terms
than Merkel. It agreed with the policy on refugees, but it has advocated, for example,
the deportation of those who apply for asylum and has already committed crimes. As
for labor policy, it defends the national minimum wage, and is therefore seen as more
left than Merkel. There are even those who see in Karrenbauer more resemblance to
former Chancellor Helmut Kohl, not least because it does not hide the regional accent,
in this case, of Saarland.

+++
With 56 years and Catholic formation, AKK inherits a party in fall of popularity.

And with us on the phone from Brussels is Victor Angelo, international consultant and
resident commentator for Magazine Europe.

Victor, Karrenbauer won by a minimum margin. Does this mean that the CDU is very
ideologically divided?



It means there were at least two great candidates. And that both candidates represented
important currents within the CDU, ie divisions, although the victory of Annegret
Kramp-Karrenbauer has later resulted in a unification of the party, in that the candidate
who lost immediately recognized the authority of the new chairman of the party and |
think one of the main tasks AKK has to do is to unify the Democrat Christian family in
Germany.

But what about the CDU electorate? Is it with Karrenbauer who identifies himself?

It is hard to say. In addition to having to unify the CDU family, she will have to prepare
for the European elections of May and, of course, this is the great test of her leadership.
The truth is that it is relatively popular, it is very popular in the state, in the "lander"
(state) from which it comes, it is a "lander", where everyone gave it up and it won the
regional elections. He has a lot of voting skills, he made a good choice with regard to
party number 2 - it was to choose a candidate, a young person, who is the president of
the Christian Democratic Youth. And, in addition, Karrenbauer represents to some
extent what the German electorate likes, that is, it is conservative in terms of values,
but is progressive in terms of social rights, that is, with these two characteristics, it may
attract voters farther to the right and more to the center, within the Christian Democratic
family.

Many have been the media that have made a comparison between Angela Merkel and
Anegrett Kramp-Karrenbauer. They say the new leader is a "mini" version of Angela
Merklel. This label unfair, Victor?

It's a label she's going to have to drop and she's going to have to show the electorate
and the German population that it actually represents a new way of doing things within
the party and a new way of looking at political action. It can not in any way be seen
merely as the continuity of Mrs. Angela Merkel, because this, of course, would not
allow her to renew the party and would not allow her to renew the electorate. Moreover,
in preparing for the European elections and in preparing also the regional elections that
will take place in 2019, it is mainly aimed at recovering voters who have been voting
far right in the last elections. And that's the big challenge ahead. By the way she has
conducted her election campaigns and by her personality, she may be able to bring to
the Christian Democrat family the voters who voted for the Alternative for Germany,
which is an extreme-right alternative.

And still in Europe today:

Party supporters for the Independence of the United Kingdom and Labor party
supporters marched separately Sunday in central London. The Euro-skeptic UKIP
organized a demonstration called "Betrayal of Brexit".

Meanwhile, the Labor momentum movement wanted to counteract the presence of
Eurosceptics in the UK capital.

In the meantime, the Court of Justice of the European Union, based in Luxembourg,



decided yesterday that the United Kingdom has the ability to unilaterally revoke the
decision to leave the European Union.

It will be recalled that today the House of Commons concludes five days of debate with
the vote on the exit agreement of the United Kingdom of the European Union and the
political declaration on the future of the relationship between London and Brussels.

Victor, what is to be expected of this vow today in Westminster?
Probably Theresa May will lose her vote unless a miracle happens and the big question
is what will happen next.

And what can we expect to happen?

Anything can happen. Most likely Theresa May will not only be very weakened, but it
is also very likely that she will have to step down from power, that is, a challenge to
her authority as prime minister, whether she is demanding resignation or whether there
is internal competition inside his party to replace it. On the other hand, the British will
have to return to Brussels to ask Brussels and ask the Member States of the European
Union if there is still room for maneuver for further negotiations. Most likely the answer
will be that there is no room for maneuver. And in the coming weeks there will be a
second vote in Westminster. It will probably be identical to the first vote, that is to say,
that it will reject the proposed agreement again. The big questions will be: Britain will
go to early elections or a second referendum will be held to see if Brexit stays or not.
Even though there is a second referendum, we will be attending a campaign around this
extremely divisive referendum and with some chances of Brexit fans coming back to
win this referendum.

Brexit seems to be failing, Emmanuel Macron too. The demonstrations of the yellow
vests extended to other French cities, besides Paris, Lyon was another of the scenes of
the protests. How will Macron recover the dialogue and national unity?

Very difficult. There is a very deep crisis in France, a crisis that is social, a crisis that is
political. It is social in the sense that people have many difficulties getting to the end of
the month and paying the bills at the end of the month. It is a policy in the sense that
institutions and parties no longer really represent the concerns of the French population.
The first institution that is being questioned is the very presidency of Emmanuel
Macron. We will not have opportunity to comment on the speech to the nation that he
will make after we have recorded this program, but the truth is that the hypotheses he
has are few. One would be the dissolution of the National Assembly and call the
electorate to new elections. This is the position that the different opposition parties
would prefer. I think he will not. But in reality any other measure that he will take will
show a retreat from Emmanuel Macron's positions, a retreat from his reformist agenda
and evidently an enormous political weakening of his position, that is, we will have in
the next times a president of the French Republic who not only will not be able to make
the reforms that are fundamental in France, but also a president of the Republic that
will be somewhat to the taste of the popular pressures.



These manifestations began in opposition to the rise in the price of fuel. And now, what
is the problem?

These protests are an authentic Russian salad, in the sense that there are all kinds of
claims. It is not just the question of fuels, it is the question of taxes, it is the question of
the distribution of wealth, it is the question of the imposition of large fortunes, and it is
also the question of raising pensions, raising wages and other reforms that is especially
relative with the reform of the education system, for example, as many high school and
high school students are also protesting against the modernization and reform that
President Macron wanted to bring to secondary education in France.

That is, we are currently watching a Russian salad very difficult to manage and very
difficult to eat too, because a Russian salad so varied turns out to be indigestible.

V.
We’ll be back to the analysis with Victor Angelo.

Meanwhile, in Lisbon, Frans Timmermans took the leadership of the European
Socialists to the presidency of the European Commission. At the party congress in
Portugal, the Dutch chose the fight against nationalism and authoritarianism as a
priority in the next European elections. More with the journalist Sofia Jesus.

"These are not going to be normal elections.” The words are from Frans Timmermans
during the closing speech of the Congress of the European Socialist Party in Lisbon.
The Dutch politician was referring to the European elections, which take place in May
next year.

He added that these are "the most important elections since the first direct elections to
the European Parliament in 1979".

It was at this congress that Timmermans was acclaimed as 'Sptizenkandidat', that is, the
candidate of this political family to the presidency of the European Commission in the
elections to the European Parliament in 2019.

The Socialist candidate left promises to the Poles and Hungarians, led by nationalist
governments, and guaranteed that they will not be abandoned in the struggle for
democracy and freedom.

On this occasion, the Portuguese Secretary-General Anténio Costa defended European
integration based on the values of democracy, tolerance, the European social model and
regulated free trade.

The Spanish Prime Minister, Pedro Sanchez, proposed the presentation in the European
elections of a "new social contract”, based on five axes: education; the work market;
the financing and maintenance of the welfare state; the environment and climate change;
and the unequivocal defense of democratic values in all Member States in the European
Union.

Victor, the European socialist leaders assume that a difficult year is approaching. What
are the biggest fears or challenges?



The European Socialist Party has to show that it is different from the center-right and
that is the big question. There has been a very close identification between the center-
left, represented by the socialist family, and the center-right, represented by the
Christian Democrat countries. In fact, the voter no longer knows the difference between
the socialist parties and the center-right parties.

And that's the big challenge. The socialist family has to show that it has its own agenda
and an agenda that is different from the center-right.

And what about Fras Timmermans' choice as the 'Spitzenkandidat' of the European
Socialist Party?

Choosing Frans Timmermans as the head of the list for the European elections was a
relatively easy choice, there was no other candidate. It was a single candidate,
unanimously approved. He is in fact within the European structures a very strong
personality, a personality that has marked the European agenda. But the truth is also
that 1 wonder whether it will be to have a good idea as head of the list of the socialist
family someone who is deeply identified with the current European Commission with
the Brussels bureaucracy and also to some extent deeply identified with Jean -Claude
Juncker. The European elections will show it.

Is there any alternative to renew the European Socialist Party?

In fact, no, and that's one of the problems. As soon as the socialist parties cease to be in
power, they lose their visibility, not only have they lost their voters, but they have also
lost their media visibility, and we arrived just a few months before the European
elections, with no star, so to speak, within the Party Socialist and European socialist
family that could show that there is a set of new ideas and that there is above all a new
wave of hope that could come from a socialist vote.

So there is an individual who is very good, there is no doubt that politically and in terms
of experience Frans Timmermans is a solid politician but is not a mass politician and
certainly not the person who will have that charisma necessary to show the electorate
of the European center-left that the socialist parties in Europe socialist family in Europe
do indeed represent an alternative. and as this is not happening, people who want an
alternative will vote for the extreme, that is, either vote for the far left or vote for the
far right. And we are likely to see, during the upcoming European elections, a more
pronounced fall from the socialist family and a lesser presence of the parties and
socialist MEPs in the European Parliament.

We are in December, ending another year. Please designate one or two keywords to rate
this year of Europe.

The year 2018 was largely one year of major divisions within the European Union, at
the leadership level. Several issues have fractured the position of the various EU
Member States. The year 2019 has to be a year of unification and the great task that
remains to be done for Jean-Claude Juncker and Donald Tusk, and then the great task
that will also be required after the elections to the European Parliament is to return to
find topics that unify the European family and give hope not only to European politics



but above all to give hope to Europe's voters and citizens. That is why the question of
unity among the different member states and the question of two or three great flags
that can summarize this unity are fundamental questions and must be present in the
political discourse during the year 2019.

V.

We were talking with Victor Angelo, resident commentator of Magazine Europa.
Before ending, it’s time for our cultural note.

The Brazilian writer Marilia Garcia won the "Oceano Portuguese Literature Award"
with "Céamera Lenta". The prize values around 24 thousand euros.

The announcement was made on Friday during a ceremony at the Ajuda National
Palace in Lisbon. The 2nd place went to Portuguese Bruno Vieira Amaral, with "Hoje
estaras comigo no paraiso".

In 3rd place was the Portuguese poet Luis Quintais, with the work "A noite imovel".
The prize of the 4th place was awarded to the Mozambican poet Luis Carlos Patraquim,
with "O deus restante".

In this edition, there were 1,364 works from 406 publishers in competition.

We have thus completed this season of Magazine Europe, which will return in next time.
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