European Council approves Brexit and political declaration establishing future
relationship between the Community bloc and London.

In France, rising fuel tax takes thousands of people to the streets of various
localities of the country. 130 detained and 24 wounded is the balance made by the
authorities.

Also today in this issue: World Trade Organization will examine complaints from
the European Union, China and other countries to the rise in steel and aluminum
tariffs imposed by the US government.

The heads of state and government of the European Union countries approved the
agreement for Brexit this weekend. Brussels also gave the green light to the
document with the bases for negotiating the future relationship with London.

Andrea Neves da Antena 1.

Political support is given. The president of the European Council posted an
announcement on twitter, and later, the conclusions of this extraordinary summit were
known. There are three points on which the agreement is confirmed and the European
Commission and the European Parliament, which has yet to ratify it, to take the
necessary measures to ensure that the withdrawal becomes effective on 30 March next
year. The Council also wants the political declaration on the future relationship to be
agreed upon as soon as possible. And the 27 thank Michel Barnier for the work done.
And the chief negotiator of the European Union recalls that it is the end of the union,
but not the end of the partnership.

"This agreement is a necessary step in building trust between the European Union and
the United Kingdom. We need this confidence to build the next innovative and
ambitious partnership. We will continue allies, partners and friends. "

This extraordinary summit is marked by a serene image of the heads of state and
government, punctuated by some sadness, as stressed by the President of the



European Commission Jean-Claude Juncker.

"I vote in favor of this agreement, because it is the best possible. I'm sad because
seeing the UK leave is always a time of sadness. We have done all we can to make
this divorce as smooth as possible, but there are no soft divorces. "

Sadness is also a word used by Antonio Costa, who says that this summit provokes
mixed feelings.

"On the one hand the sadness, for being one more step that makes definitive the exit
of the United Kingdom, but at the same time of relief, by the fact that it was possible
to reach an agreement and avoided the worst, which was an uncontrolled Brexit, not
organized ".

The President of the European Parliament, who had already ensured that this
agreement answers the essential issues, now hope that the future relationship is even
better than divorce. "

"I think it's a good deal for both parties. Now we have to find a way into the future. "

It remains to be hoped for ratification of this agreement in the European Parliament
and also that the British Parliament accepts it. For now this day will be for the story.

+++

This European summit came to be in doubt due to an iron arm between Spain and the
United Kingdom because of Gibraltar.

For Madrid, it was essential that it should be written that no future agreement between
Brussels and London should be applied in British overseas territory, ceded in 1713,
but still claimed by the Spanish authorities.

And with us on the phone from Brussels is our resident commentator Victor Angelo.

We began precisely by Gibraltar, physically glued to Spain, ruled by London. What is
so important about Brexit?

It is a question of sovereignty. For the Spaniards it is very important to show that
Spain continues to claim sovereignty over Gibraltar and so it is that at the last minute
the Spanish government and the prime minister in particular decided once again to
remind the European Union and in particular to remind the United Kingdom that we
can not deal with the future of relations between the United Kingdom and Europe
without taking into account that Spain considers that the situation in Gibraltar is



historically anachronistic.

And what do the rest of the European Union think about this?

For the European Union it is important to have the Spanish government aligned with
the rest of the European countries. The Spanish Government and Spain are important
players in European politics and, of course, Gibraltar, although it is a cliff with 30,000
inhabitants, is politically very significant ... although it is obviously also a
contradiction, because in reality Spain claims sovereignty over Gibraltar, but at the
same time, never solved Olivenca's problem with Portugal, although international
treaties and international jurisprudence recognize that Olivenca should be returned to
Portugal. And, in addition, Spain continues to have colonial or colonial territories in
North Africa. This is the case in particular of the famous city of Ceuta.

Victor, and why is it only now that you're talking about Gibraltar?

We are on the verge of elections in the province of Andalusia, which is the province
where Gibraltar is integrated. And, on the other hand, the Spanish prime minister
himself needs to show Spanish voters - who are very nationalists - that he does not
forget a fundamental issue for Spaniards and especially for Spanish nationalists. He
had been accused by the center-right and the traditional nationalists as not having
given sufficient attention to the demands on Gibraltar and evidently at the last minute
he wanted to show that his voice weighs and he, in fact, made him weigh very clearly
to the say that if the Gibraltar question were not satisfactorily resolved, Spain would
veto the agreement with the United Kingdom on Brexit.

And what about the agreement, what can you expect for the next time?

This was the simplest part. The most complicated phase is the vote in Westminster in
the UK Parliament. This vote will probably take place on 12 December, on the eve of
the next European Council, and Mrs Theresa May wants to come to the European
Council with the issue already voted in the British Parliament and, most likely, all the
predictions say: the British Parliament will to vote against this agreement. In other
words, we will have a situation of extreme confusion in two weeks, not only in the
United Kingdom, but also of indecision about the future of the relationship between
the European Union and Great Britain.

What is it that can still catch the lead in the British Parliament?



Theresa May's tactic is to campaign with the British electorate. It will begin, by the
way, has already begun a direct campaign with the British electorate. He wrote a letter,
she says, to every citizen of the United Kingdom; will run the country from North to
South to campaign for the approval of this agreement with the European Union and
she thinks that with this and other pressures on the members of her party, she will get
the majority needed to get the British parliament approved the deal.

We're back to the conversation with Victor Angelo.

Meanwhile, in France, Emmanuel Macron is in the worst political moment since
taking office. The rise in the fuel tax has led thousands of people to the streets of
several French towns. More with the journalist Marta Melo.

130 people detained, of which 42 in the capital, and 24 wounded. This is the official
count of the demonstrations of the "yellow vests" in several localities of France, on
Saturday. Authorities recorded about 106,000 demonstrators. A week ago there were
282,000.

In the Champs Elysees in Paris, police tried to control the participants by launching
tear gas grenades, with water cannons and security perimeters.

French President Emmanuel Macron expressed "shame" at the violence that marked
these protests, particularly in Paris, denouncing those who ™attacked" law
enforcement and other citizens.

The "yellow jackets" are a civic movement on the fringes of parties and unions,
created on social networks and fueled by the discontent of the middle-low class. It
arose initially as a protest against the increase of fuels, but was widening the
displeasure in relation to several measures of the French president.

Victor, these demonstrations and the polls lead one to believe that the French want the
dismissal of Emmanuel Macron. What reading do these events?

President Macron has lost a lot of popularity. At this time, his level of popularity is
only one of four, who still supports him. Now this is very difficult to manage, given
that when he was elected he represented a new political class, a new hope, and to
some extent for the French, a change for the better. But the truth is that there is a very
great malaise in France, an impoverishment of the middle classes; life is becoming



more complicated and more difficult in the great peripheries of the great urban centers;
and people evidently feel betrayed in their hopes, that is, they had bet on a Macron
presidency that would renew the country, which would bring a prosperity, a facility, so
to speak, of life that had disappeared to a certain extent. And at the moment, they feel
that the living conditions and especially the cost of living in France have increased
dramatically and the truth is that at the moment the French President Emmanuel
Macron has to turn around this situation, it has to come out of that the framework in
which they put it, which essentially says the following: Macron is the president of the
rich, a liberal politician. And he has to get out of this kind of frame of reference.

But what can Macron do to distance himself from this idea, from that label?

He has to fundamentally change the political discourse, which is the first question,
because he continues to have a very distant and very elitist speech. He must also
create at the media level another kind of relationship, in which the media no longer
present him as the distant president, as the president of the most educated and wealthy
classes and who shows that he cares about the transformation of France into a country
favoring working classes. But it also has to deal with very specific issues, such as tax
issues. And on the other hand also the French president has to show clearly that there
IS a preoccupation to take care of the populations that are in the small towns and in the
rural zones.

And what about the violence activities observed especially in the French capital?

There are two important aspects here. On the one hand, the fact that violence took
place for the first time on Avenue Champs Elysées, which is an emblematic avenue of
Paris; the fact that not only the demonstrations took place there, but also that they
were used as usual by groups of Vandals who tried to destroy as much of the public
property as possible. Curiously, for the first time, the police managed to protect the
big stores, the luxury stores, the brand stores and there were no looting, but there was
a lot of destruction, for example, traffic lights, and all the public goods that are on the
streets. | think it is also very important to underline the fact that these manifestations
of vandalism were manifestations that were provoked by people who took advantage
of the manifestations of the yellow vests. | do not believe that the manifestations of
the yellow vests can be linked to the acts of violence and vandalism that have taken
place. The yellow jackets are mainly people of daily life, people with a standard of
living who have been greatly affected and who have come down but who are
relatively peaceful people and who do not do this kind of destruction.



And other demonstrations on Saturday and perhaps have gone unnoticed were those
that marked the International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women.

Exactly, that was the big problem. At the same time as there was this uproar caused by
the yellow vests, there were a number of demonstrations, including public
demonstrations in Paris, of people remembering that violence against women
continues to be a major social concern, particularly in France. Every three days there
is @ woman who is murdered, either by her mate, or by her husband, or by her
ex-partner or by her ex-husband. And, in addition, in France there is also an average
of 250 violations per day, which is an absolutely unacceptable number. And this issue
of violence against women continues to be a very important issue, even at the heart of
Europe, and should be a prominent place on the European political and social agenda.

And another topic here in the Magazine Europa: The World Trade Organization has
agreed to set up panels to hear complaints from a group of countries about the tariffs
imposed by the United States on imported steel and aluminum. Complaints came from
the European Union, Norway, China, Canada, Mexico, Russia and Turkey.

It should be reminded that US President Donald Trump has claimed national security
issues to impose tariffs of 25% on steel imports and 10% on aluminum.

WTO also gave a green light to a request from Washington to establish three panels to
try to establish the legality of tariffs imposed by Canada, China, Mexico and the
European Union as retaliation.

Victor, what can be expected from these evaluations?

The dispute settlement system of the World Trade Organization has created these
panels, complaints are heard, there is arbitration, and usually these arbitrations are
positive, that is, they work. In the case of the United States, it is very likely that this
will not happen, it is very likely that even if the panels are able to reach a conclusion
and recognize, for example, that the United States is wrong in invoking national
security reasons. It is very likely that the United States will not comply with the
decisions taken on the panels. Most likely the dispute resolution system will be
questioned exactly by one of the countries that had been the country or one of the
countries that had constituted and had bet heavily in this type of schemes for the
resolution of commercial conflicts between the different countries.



And if the WTO finds that Donald Trump has no reason to tax these products, can this
lead the United States to abandon the organization?

| think so, I think that will probably be the American answer. They have two
possibilities: either they accept the panel's decision and modify the measures taken, or
they do not accept those decisions, and the logical consequence - and given the type
of policy that the US president has been following - is re-think about their
membership in the World Trade Organization and probably make the decision to
leave.

And for ending, we went back a few days. Victor came to Macau last week to attend
two sessions of the 'Jean Monnet 2018 Conference'. Please do a summary of these two
debates.

It went very well, both at the University of Macao where we talked about the relations
between Europe and China and the need to look at these relations in a positive way. It
is clear that there are wide divergences, it is clear that there are major differences in
terms of both politics and values, but it is also true that there are many common
interests from which a profound relationship can be established between China and
the European Union. At the Rui Cunha Foundation, the message was about populism
and the dangers of populism, and especially the dangers of extreme right-wing
populism for stability and democracy in Europe. | think there was a very interesting
discussion there too. In addition, | had the opportunity to give several interviews to
local media and 1 think these interviews showed the quality of the journalism that is
practiced in Macao.

Victor Angelo is here in the telephone with us every week in Europe Magazine.

We finish our work today with a note on the Guadalajara International Book Fair in
Mexico. Portugal is the guest country this year. According to the program, the event
counts on the presence of several Portuguese writers. Anténio Lobo Antunes and
Gongalo M. Tavares are some of the examples. Also it’s noteworthy for the evocation
of the writer José Saramago, Nobel of Literature. We finish here today. We will come
back next week.
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