
I. 

  

Around 70 world leaders gathered in Paris to mark the 100th anniversary of the 

end of the First World War. At the time, the French president warned against 

nationalism, which he called "the opposite of patriotism." 

 

Donald Trump hailed as insulting Emmanuel Macron's statements about the 

creation of a "European army" to protect the continent from the United States, 

China and Russia. 

 

European People's Party already has a candidate for the post of President of the 

European Commission. It is the German Manfred Weber, that we will know better 

here today in the Europe Magazine. 

 

II. 

  

Emmanuel Macron, President of France 

Ten million dead, six million wounded and maimed, three million widows, six million 

orphans, two million civilian victims, one thousand shells launched only on French soil. 

  

Words of Emmanuel Macron, French president, delivered under the Arc de Triomphe 

in Paris. 

It was Sunday that celebrated the hundred years of the armistice of the First World War. 

About 70 world leaders attended the celebrations in France. 

Emmanuel Macron praised the patriotism of the soldiers who fought in this war. He 

emphasized, however, the difference between "patriotism" and "nationalism", 

paralleling the present day. Macron said that "nationalism is a betrayal of patriotism." 

The Forum for Peace was one of the events associated with the celebrations. António 

Guterres, Secretary-General of the United Nations, recalled the totalitarian movements 

that followed the First World War. 

  

António Guterres, UN Secretary-General 

The 1930s saw democracies swept by a totalitarian wave. We are not in the same 

situation today, but we see a polarization of political life and of society itself, which is 

dangerously eroding fundamental rights and freedoms, democratic principles and the 

rule of law. 

 

Victor Ângelo, a resident commentator for Magazine Europe, has been on the phone 

since Brussels. 

 

Victor, what lessons can you draw from this century that has already passed over the 

First World War? 

The main lesson is that there are rivalries in Europe, they have always existed, they 

continue to exist, and it is vital that there is a union - the European Union - that allows 



solving these rivalries peacefully and allows the different European states to prosper 

together because in reality there have always been great differences between European 

countries, and sometimes these great differences result in open conflicts and conflicts, 

as was the great war of 1914-1918. 

 

Emmanuel Macron spoke about patriotism and nationalism, said they are not the same 

thing. In 2018, is nationalism the real threat to stability? 

It certainly calls into question not only the continuation of the European Union but also 

brings old ghosts back to the table. In other words, we are once again witnessing the 

great demonstrations, the great movements of populations around the question of 

national identity. And that's what happened last Sunday. At the time of the 

commemoration of the end of the First World War, a large street demonstration of the 

Polish nationalists took place in Poland, and in particular in Warsaw. And it is evident 

that such manifestations - and especially from a nation that has suffered immensely, not 

only during the First, but also of the Second World War, which is Poland - are evidently 

manifestations that concern us. And what should they do with the European leaders - 

and this is what has happened to Emmanuel Macron - be very clear that the future of 

Europe is a common future and not a future of extreme nationalism and a future in 

which the old ghosts of history and old ghosts of the oppression of a European people 

by another neighboring European people, return to the surface of water. 

This has of course to be resolved and has to be clearly stated. And that's what the French 

president did. 

 

The 80th anniversary of Kristallnacht - the Night of Crystals - is the translation from 

German into Portuguese - when more than 1,000 synagogues in Berlin were burnt, 

destroyed. The windows of commercial spaces of Jewish owners were broken. The 

anniversary is also marked by statements by French Prime Minister Edouard Philippe, 

who says that the number of anti-Semitic attacks in France has risen almost 70%. What 

is the place of the Jews today in the old continent and how can we explain this 

resurgence of anti-Semitic actions? 

The proportion of Jews in European populations is relatively small. In some countries, 

it is practically insignificant, as is the case in Portugal. In Portugal we are talking about 

about 300 to 350 families of Jewish faith. 

And in France, of course, and in other Central European countries, where there was a 

greater presence of the Jewish communities, this presence remains relatively important, 

although many French families - and also of other nationalities, but mainly French - 

have opted for emigration to Israel. They had in the past, many of them, emigrated to 

the United States, but now in recent years, many have emigrated to Israel precisely 

because they feel there has been an increase in anti-Semitic sentiment again. 

In particular, for example, the murder of two or three elderly people in Paris in the last 

12 months, precisely because they are of Jewish faith. 

This is because at the moment, and particularly within French society, there is a 

relatively large segment of people who have their roots in North Africa and especially 

in the Muslim communities from Morocco and from Algeria. 



And some of these young people, whose parents or ancestors came from North Africa, 

look at the Jewish population - which is also French population like them - as if they 

were to blame for what is happening in Israel and between Israel and Palestine. 

 

III. 

  

Also, in Paris, the American president also participated in the ceremonies of the 

centenary of the armistice of the First War. 

Donald Trump, who landed in the French capital harshly criticized Emmanuel 

Macron's proposal to create a European army, as the journalist Sofia Jesus tells 

us. 

 

The proposal to create a European army, made by Emmanuel Macron, infuriated 

Donald Trump. 

Shortly before landing in Paris, where he participated in the celebrations of the 100 

years of the armistice of World War I, the American president left a message on twitter. 

He wrote that the French president suggested a European army "to protect itself from 

the United States, Russia and China." 

Trump called the suggestion "very insulting," and suggested - and these are words of 

the Washington leader - that "perhaps Europe should pay its share first to NATO, which 

the United States largely subsidizes." 

It is recalled that in an interview given last week to the radio Europe 1, the French 

president called for the creation of "a true European army" to better protect the old 

continent. 

Macron referred to the successive threats to Europe, the intrusion into cyberspace, and 

the exit from the United States of the medium-range nuclear arms treaty concluded 

during the Cold War. 

Following the reaction of Trump, the French leader has already stated that the European 

army is not targeted at the United States. 

 

+++ 

 

Sofia Jesus to give an account of Donald Trump's reaction to Emmanuel Macron's 

statements about the creation of a European army to protect the continent from 

countries like China, Russia and the United States. 

 

Victor, the truth is that we are increasingly talking about this idea of a European army, 

even as a way to reduce the dependence of the United States on defense. It seems to be 

an idea that begins to gain consistency. Can this army be a reality? 

In the near future I do not think so. I think the idea of a European army is a long-term 

idea. It is certainly an idea that should be kept alive. It is an important idea, Europe is 

an economically strong territory, it also needs to be strong in terms of defense and 

security. 

Now the declarations of the French president, Emmanuel Macron, were little diplomatic. 



He did well to recall again the idea that sooner or later it will be necessary to have a 

European army, but he was not diplomatic in saying that this European army was to 

defend Europe from Russia, China and even eventually the United States. 

I would never have made a concrete reference to any neighboring or non-neighboring 

Europe as a threat. And this was evidently lacking in tact and was immediately explored 

by US President Donald Trump. 

 

A different reaction from Russia… 

Interestingly, Russian President Vladimir Putin supported the idea. Because? Because 

in reality he saw in what was said by the French president, not the future existence of a 

European army, but a way of undermining European security by an indirect attack on 

the presence of Americans on the European continent. And for the Russians, it is 

essential that the American presence on the European continent diminish, the presence 

on the European continent through NATO is to some extent called into question. And 

so President Putin was one of the rare presidents to clearly support what Macron said. 

 

China has not reacted for the moment. 

China has not reacted and will not react. And I think it was indeed a mistake for the 

French president to mention both China and Russia and notably the United States, of 

course. 

 

IV. 

 

And still in Europe: The European People's Party has already chosen the 

candidate for president of the European Commission. It is the German Manfred 

Weber, current leader of the PPE, that collected 492 votes of the delegates. More 

with the journalist Marta Melo. 

 

Manfred Weber. This is the name of the European People's Party candidate for the post 

of President of the European Commission. He was elected last Thursday in Helsinki at 

the congress of this political family. 

Weber, the current leader of the group of the European People's Party in the European 

Parliament, collected 492 votes from the delegates, against 127 from Alexander Stubb, 

former Finnish prime minister. 

The German will thus be the Spitzenkandidat of what is now the largest European 

political family to the succession of Jean-Claude Juncker. 

In his victory speech, the 46-year-old Bavarian stressed that the European People's 

Party wants to have "a democratic and ambitious Europe". 

To the political family, which integrates PSD and CDS-PP, there are nine European 

Union heads of government and 14 European commissioners, as well as Juncker, 

European Council President Donald Tusk and European Parliament President Antonio 

Tajani. 

Manfred Weber thus officially joins the Dutch socialist Frans Timmermans in the list 

of Spitzenkandidaten already announced. 



 

Victor, is it almost certain that Manfred Weber will actually be the next president of the 

European Commission? 

Who is the center-right candidate, that's right, and who managed to be elected with a 

large majority, is also true. As to whether or not Manfred Weber is going to replace 

Jean-Claude Juncker, it seems to me that at this point - although he has many 

assumptions - this question remains a major question. Because, in fact, the European 

Council is the one who will propose the name of who should preside over the European 

Commission, that is, who should succeed Jean-Claude Juncker. And the European 

Council is not wholly in favor of the idea that he is the leader of the political family 

most voted for by the European Parliament. And in particular the French president is 

one of the people, one of the political leaders of European states who opposes this type 

of modality, that is, that opposes this way of doing things. 

He thinks that the European Council should be free to choose who to propose and then 

it will be up to the European Parliament to approve or not the proposal from the heads 

of state and government sitting at the European Council. 

The truth is also that the European Parliament is gaining strength and that this idea of 

the "leading candidate" is an idea that has a lot of strength in the European Parliament 

and this of course gives Manfred Weber many chances in terms of being the possible 

successor of Jean-Claude Juncker. But nothing is yet exactly defined. 

 

Weber went into politics early. It is precocious on several fronts. He is also the youngest 

among the presidents of all parliamentary groups in the Chamber. Which points play 

for and against this German. What profile can one briefly outline of this candidate? 

Manfred Weber is indeed a young man and to some extent this represents the renewal 

of European political elites. And this is important at a time when there has been a lot of 

criticism of the traditional elites and those who have been in power for a long time. It 

also has the advantage of being a moderate. He is a person who is known for his ability 

to create bridges and to achieve compromises and balances and this is very important. 

It is also a pro-European capable of fighting for the European Union. 

And he is also, of course, someone who has a lot of parliamentary experience at a time 

when we are seeing the European Parliament growing in terms of institutional presence 

in Brussels. And not only. The European Parliament is increasingly playing an 

important role in making decisions that have to do with the future of the European 

Union. 

It has some drawbacks. One of the drawbacks is the fact that it is German, and this 

allows several voices to say that there is a power takeover by Germany that has to be 

fought, because in reality the Germans already hold various positions of power within 

the European institutions. This of course creates some negative waves in other countries, 

especially in countries that have historically had difficulties with the German nation. It 

also has the drawback of being very close to Viktor Orbán, the Prime Minister of 

Hungary. Being close to Viktor Orbán, at a time when Viktor Orbán is considered as 

one of the threats to the continuity of the European Union, is certainly not a very 

recommendable business card. 



 

The fact that it was not integrated a government is a negative point? 

Certainly, the tradition has been that the president of the European Commission has 

been either a former prime minister or a head of state, and this can of course be used by 

anyone who wants to attack him as a weak point. But it is also true that one of the best 

Presidents of the European Commission, Jacques Delors, had been only Minister of 

Finance, and for a relatively short period, and went directly to the President of the 

European Commission. That is to say, here was a situation which is not exactly a 

precedent but which can be used by Manfred Weber to say that it is not necessarily 

compulsory for the President of the European Commission to have had responsibilities 

at the level of a government or a state and that there is even an example that someone 

who did not have this kind of experience was an excellent president of the European 

Commission. 

 

V. 

 

We will return to the analysis of European news with Victor Ângelo next week. 

We finish the Magazine Europe today with the usual cultural note: The Fado Museum 

in Lisbon will celebrate on the 20th, two decades of life. The program includes the 

editing of a CD of new talents, such as Diogo Varela and Francisco Salvação Barreto, 

and an exhibition about Maria Teresa de Noronha, among other initiatives. Of note is 

one of the events: from November 23 to 27, the History of Fado is told in a video-

mapping show projected on the facade of the Museum in Alfama three times a night. 

The Fado Museum, housed in the old waterworks station in that Lisbon neighborhood, 

opened its doors on September 25, 1998. 

Magazine Europe will return next week. See you! 

  

[Datasheet] 
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The views expressed do not necessarily represent the official positions of the 

various institutions of the European Union. 

 

The Jean Monnet Magazine Europe project is a partnership between the 

University of Macao and the Institute of European Studies of Macao, co-financed 

by the European Union under the Erasmus + Program. We are on Facebook in 

Europe Magazine. 

 


