
I. 

  

European Union and United Nations regret Austria's withdrawal from the Global 

Migration Compact. 

  

Spanish prosecutor asks 25 years in prison for independence leader of Catalonia, 

Oriol Junqueras. The former Vice-President of the Generalitat considers the 

sentence ordered disproportionate. 

  

Still in the analysis in this Magazine Europe: Paris, London and Berlin condemn 

United States sanctions against Iran. 

  

II. 

  

The European Commission and the UN regret that Austria has withdrawn from 

the Global Migration Compact. Vienna argues that the agreement could be a 

threat to national sovereignty, as journalist Lina Ferreira tells us. 

 

"Unfortunate". This was the reaction of the European Commission to the choice of the 

government of Sebastian Kurz to leave the Global Migration Compact. 

At a press conference, the EU spokeswoman said that Brussels will continue to work 

to improve the management of the migration crisis, both inside and outside the bloc, 

respecting the commitments made globally. 

Also the UN reacted negatively to the departure of Vienna. The problem of migration 

can only be solved through international cooperation, the United Nations reinforced. 

Austrian Chancellor Sebastian Kurz last week announced the withdrawal of the pact, 

believing it could lay the groundwork for it to be considered a human right. 

Kurz said it is important that Austria does not acquire a compromise of customary 

international law. 

Vienna does not want the pact to be used to modify national or international legislation, 

but also that there can be no change of competences within the European Union. 

  

+++ 

  

And to talk about this and other topics we have on the phone from Brussels Victor 

Angelo, international consultant and commentator resident of Magazine Europe. 

 

Victor, Sebastian Kurz raised issues of sovereignty, assured that he will not attend the 

ceremony of approval of this pact, which is scheduled for December. Was this decision 

expected? 

I do not think so, I think it came as a surprise. However, Hungary and Poland had 

already said that they would not sign this pact. Then comes the chancellor from Austria 

and now, this week, the Czech Republic will announce that it also does not sign the 

Global Compact on Migration. That is to say, we have here a small group of European 



countries that for reasons of internal politics want to show that when it comes to 

migrations, this is a sovereign issue and they decide and do not align, either with 

European policies or with policies of the United Nations. 

 

The vision of Poland, Hungary and Austria was already known in relation to migration. 

What can they mean? They have withdrawals, particularly from Austria, which 

currently holds the rotating Presidency of the European Union? 

In Austria, the issue of emigration is a very important issue. Austria elected this 

government, a far-right government, on the basis of an anti-immigration agenda. On 

the other hand, Austrians feel very vulnerable in relation to the passage and fixation of 

immigrants in Austria, especially when immigration policies in Germany become more 

rigid and prevent the establishment in Germany of certain immigrants. And these 

immigrants will therefore have Austria as an alternative. That is, the migratory issue is 

a very central issue for the right-wing policy of the Austrian Government and it is clear 

that they want to show not only that they are extremely vigilant in this regard, but also 

that the Austrian government - when it comes to defending the national identity and 

issues considered sovereign - is a strong government and is a government capable of 

making a stand not only in relation to Brussels, but also in relation to other global 

entities. 

 

How can these outflows affect the Global Migration Compact? The United States is not 

in this pact either, is it? 

True, the states were also the first to announce that they would not sign this pact. The 

migration issue will be one of the major global issues and the United Nations has 

thought - well - that it would be important for there to be a kind of global agreement 

that would define the basic principles in the treatment of migrants, because the pact is 

merely a script, not a is a document of international law, ie the pact is not mandatory 

implementation. It is simply a matter of setting a frame of reference for immigrants and 

for migration, that is to say, we have here a statement of a series of values and a certain 

international solidarity, and that is all it is all about. The national sovereignty of States 

signatory to this pact is not undermined because each country can then implement this 

pact in its own way and taking into account its national circumstances and in particular 

the domestic policy prevailing at that time in the country. 

  

Turning to other topics, last week we have here announced the announcement of Angela 

Merkel, who confirmed that she will not be re-elected to the presidency of the party. 

Also that this is his last term that will do as head of government. Is it going to be a new 

chapter for Germany and a great change also in the European leadership? 

Yes, certainly. Merkel has been over the last few years a lighthouse, so to speak, in 

terms of European policies. It has marked the European agenda very clearly, both with 

regard to further integration and also with regard to more serious management of 

European economies. This was also clearly marked by the European migratory agenda 

three years ago. That is, Merkel has been and has been a giant in terms of European 

politics. The truth is that, naturally, in announcing her departure, she announces the 



departure at a time when, despite everything, Merkel remains the most popular leader 

within the European space. You will certainly have many people who do not agree with 

it, but there are many people who admire the courageous way and the balanced way it 

has done politics, both internally, but in our perspective, at European level. 

 

Who can succeed to Merkel and what future can have the CDU party? 

Probably the candidate she proposes, who is a lady, who is the secretary-general of the 

party of Angela Merkel, a lady named Annegret Kramp-Karrenbauer. Or a candidate 

named Friedrich Merz, who is the candidate, so to speak, of the business world. And 

right now, either one or the other has many assumptions. If it is the candidate Friedrich 

Merz, we will see, on the one hand, a more conservative turn of the party of Angela 

Merkel, but also we will have at the time a candidate that is strongly European. If it is 

Mrs Annegret Kramp-Karrenbauer, we will see the continuation of the policy of Angela 

Merkel, but evidently with another type of face at the head of the party. 

I think that anyway we will most likely attend a turning to the right of the CDU party. 

Angela Merkel has made an agenda, a policy very centrally and most likely this has 

hampered voting and has hampered popular support in relation to a party that is 

traditionally a center-right party and not a center-center party. 

 

III. 

  

We have already returned to the analysis with Victor Ângelo. 

  

In Spain, the Public Prosecutor's Office accused the leaders of the Catalan 

independence process of rebellion and asked for a 25-year prison sentence for the 

former vice-president of the regional government. A work from Antena 1. 

  

Oriol Junqueras is one of 18 accused under the so-called `Catalan Process' and one of 

eight who are detained. For the other three - Carmen Forcadell, Jordi Cuixart and Jordi 

Sánchez - the prosecutor asked for 17 years in prison. The Public Prosecutor's Office 

considers that the former vice president of the Generalitat, the former president of the 

Catalan Parliament and the former leaders of the Catalan National Assembly and the 

Òmnium Cultural are responsible for the crime of rebellion. Last week, the current 

president of the Generalitat, Quim Torra, had threatened to paralyze Catalonia if the 

Catalan leaders who are accused and should begin their trial in early 2019 were not 

acquitted. At stake is the illegal referendum on the establishment of an independent 

Republic of Catalonia, but also the protests, clashes and two-day strike that followed 

the popular consultation. Torra, the successor of Carles Puigdemont, a former president 

of the Generalitat, who has not been arrested because he fled to Belgium, has already 

admitted that the unilateral declaration of independence did not go well because of what 

he calls the repressive machine of the Spanish state. 

  

+++ 

  



Oriol Junqueras considered the sentence requested by the authorities disproportionate. 

However, at the request of Prime Minister Pedro Sánchez, Abogacía del Estado 

requested half of this penalty, clearing him of the crime of rebellion. The prosecution 

then dropped to 12 years when passing the crime to sedition. They also asked for 10 

years for Carmen Forcadell and eight years for Jordi Cuixart and Jordi Sánchez. 

 

Victor Junqueras said that any sentence other than acquittal will be an unfair sentence. 

The independentistas speak of repression of the Government of Madrid. Madrid wants 

to set an example here? 

I believe that yes, I believe that we are, on the one hand, a legal system and a justice 

system that is extremely severe. It is severe not only in relation to this case but is severe 

in relation to many other cases. The Spanish justice system is known for the extremely 

aggressive manner in which it deals with all the cases that fall into its hands. On the 

other hand, in this case of Catalonia, we have here a problem, which is not solved. This 

is trying to resolve itself in the courts a problem that is fundamentally a political issue. 

And this will of course not in any way allow us to find a solution to an issue that remains 

the most serious issue facing Spain. Sooner or later, the Government of Madrid has to 

find a solution to appease the spirits in Catalonia and, at the same time, respond to some 

nationalism that exists not only in Catalonia but also in the rest of Spain. In fact, the 

big question at the moment in Spain is the confrontation between two types of 

nationalisms. On the one hand, the nationalism of the Spanish Kingdom and the old 

Castilian nationalism, and on the other hand the Catalan nationalism. And we must 

resolve this, we must have someone who has the balance to realize that it is necessary 

to strike a balance between the two types of nationalism that are at stake. 

 

After a year, how does Europe think about this Catalan process? 

Brussels is relatively pleased that this problem has not returned to the European agenda. 

In reality, this problem has disappeared to some extent from the European discussions, 

but the truth is that many European leaders look at Spain with some surprise, in the 

sense that they see Spain trying to solve in a repressive way and in a purely technical- 

a problem that is in fact a political problem. However, in Europe, and particularly in 

Brussels, it is preferred that this is a Spanish national problem and not a European 

problem. Europe already has enough problems and does not want to start addressing 

the internal problems of individual Member States. 

  

And what implications has this process had, for example, of some possible contagion 

effect in Europe? 

There was indeed a fear of contagion, and in particular in a country such as Belgium, 

given that Belgium is already a very fractured country politically and in terms of 

identities. But the truth is that the contagion did not take place and, although the Catalan 

leaders had tried to make the Catalan problem a problem in other regions of Europe and 

to find some solidarity, the truth is that they did not succeed and this continues to be 

merely a matter regarded as an internal matter of Spain. 

  



IV. 

  

Here are the opinions of Victor Ângelo about the situation in Catalonia. 

  

Today also in Magazine Europe: European Union countries like Germany, France and 

the United Kingdom have condemned the reimposition by the United States of 

sanctions against Iran. 

A joint statement says that these countries have the objective of protecting the European 

economic actors, who are involved in legitimate trade with Tehran. 

This statement was signed by the Foreign Ministers of Germany, France and the United 

Kingdom and also by European Union diplomat Federica Mogherini. 

Six months after withdrawing from the agreement on Iran's nuclear, Donald Trump 

confirms the imposition of tougher penalties for oil and banks, which came into effect 

yesterday, Monday. 

  

Donald Trump: President of the United States of America 

They are very serious sanctions, they are strong, but as you know, Iran has made a big 

mistake. It is not the same country it was, when I started almost two years ago. Iran is 

very different since we left the treaty. It is one of the most ridiculous treatises ever made 

by any country at any time. 

  

Victor, I would like to ask you, what challenges do these sanctions pose to European 

economies? 

Many challenges. Europe had invested in the last two or three years in a spectacular 

way in Iran. It had returned from economic strength to Iran, for example in the 

automotive industry, for example. Renault was one of the major investors in terms of 

automotive production in Iran. On the other hand, the European banking system has 

once again had very strong financial links with Iran, also because Iran is a relatively 

important market. And at the moment, because of these sanctions, Europe has to rethink 

completely, and European companies are thinking of withdrawing from the Iranian 

economic space and cutting off any kind of economic relations with Iran. 

It is true that the European Union is setting the mechanism for protecting European 

companies from American sanctions, but the truth is that European companies also need 

to maintain trade and financial relations with the United States and if they have to 

choose, they prefer leave Iran and continue to work with the United States. In other 

words, we are going to witness in the near future the massive exit of the investments 

and the European companies that worked and that have been working in Iran and 

quickly Iran will be isolated economically and financially. And this, of course, is very 

serious. I would even consider that it is an act of war against Iran. 

 

  

So that means also that the Iranian Nuclear Pact may be doomed. 

The Iranian nuclear pact is doomed because in reality Iran had only accepted the pact 

on the grounds that by stopping its nuclear investments, Iran would benefit from a very 



strong economic relationship with the more developed countries. From the time that 

this does not happen, it is clear that Iran has to some extent the full advantage of 

continuing to invest in the nuclear industry. Only Iran will be in an extremely 

complicated economic situation. It should be borne in mind that oil and gas exports in 

Iran will be practically hindered. And despite the exceptions that the United States 

announced yesterday for eight countries - and in particular for China that may for some 

time continue to import oil from Iran - the truth is that even these eight countries are 

reducing in a way its imports from Iran and Iran will not only be totally isolated but 

will also be left without any economic resources to not only continue the imports 

needed for the survival of its populations but will also face many financial difficulties 

to continue the nuclear program. 

  

V. 

  

Let’s talk to Victor Ângelo next week in Magazine Europa. 

  

Today, in our cultural note, I will introduce to you that the Portuguese writers Hélder 

Gomes Cancela, Bruno Vieira Amaral and Luís Quintais are among the ten finalists of 

the Oceanos Literature Prize, according to the announcement of the selection jury in 

São Paulo, Brazil. 

Cancela is a contender for the novel "The People of Drama", winner of the Grand Prix 

of Romance and Novel of the Portuguese Writers Association. Bruno Vieira Amaral 

competes with "Today you will be with me in paradise", according to novel of the writer. 

Already Luís Quintais is among the finalists with "The still night", work that happened 

to "Pull feathers to a corner of the swan". 

  

Today we stop here. See you next Tuesday. 
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