
I. 

  

The British prime minister dispels the possibility of another referendum on Brexit 

and says that soon London will present a new proposal for the future of the Irish 

border. 

  

The solution to the migration crisis is not to allow migrants to enter and expel 

those who are on Community territory. These were statements by the Hungarian 

leader Viktor Orbán during the informal summit in Salzburg, from which came 

the concept of "flexible solidarity", which we will analyze here. 

  

Still in this edition: A United Nations General Assembly session is starting today. 

Xi Jinping and Vladimir Putin will not be in New York. 

 

II. 

  

Welcome to the Europe Magazine. 

British Prime Minister Theresa May said she would "soon" present a proposal to the 

Europeans on the Irish border, one of the key issues to be resolved in negotiations with 

the European Union on Brexit. 

The statements were made after the informal Salzburg summit in Austria last week. 

London and Brussels are hoping to reach an agreement at the next meeting in October 

in the Belgian capital on the exit from the UK and on the framework of the future 

relationship. 

If negotiations do not go ahead by then, European Council President Donald Tusk 

admits to convening an extraordinary summit in November. 

At a press conference, Theresa May said her proposed settlement, known as the 

Checkers Plan, is "the only serious and credible one." 

This shortly after Donald Tusk has stated that the proposal will not work. 

A day after the meeting, the British leader again rejected a solution that ties London to 

Brussels. 

  

Theresa May, Prime Minister of the United Kingdom 

In plain English, this would mean that we would have to comply with all the rules of 

the European Union. Uncontrolled immigration from the European Union would 

continue and we would not be able to make the trade agreements we want with other 

countries. That would be making little of the referendum we held two years ago. 

  

Meanwhile, the UK's opposition leader, Jeremy Corbyn, has called for general elections. 

 

Jeremy Corbyn, leader of the Labor party 

This government does not seem very strong. Look at several directions at the same time. 

On the one hand, the trade agreement with the United States. On the other hand, a 

relationship with Europe. I believe we can stand before general elections. We preferred 



general elections because we can negotiate our future relations with Europe. But let's 

see what comes out of the congress. If we were elected, we would go straight to the 

negotiating table because we want to protect jobs and industries in this country. We 

want to ensure a good and effective exchange relationship with the European Union. 

  

European Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker reiterated that he is prepared for 

a scenario where there is no agreement with the United Kingdom. 

  

+++ 

  

And with us on the phone is Victor Ângelo, international consultant and commentator 

resident of Magazine Europe, based in Brussels. 

 

Victor, six months from Brexit, there are a lot of questions left. How can the two parties 

move towards agreement? 

The truth is that Theresa May made a very big mistake in Salzburg by insisting on the 

Checkers plan when she knew clearly that this plan does not have enough support in 

the British parliament. And even more, it does not have the full support of its own 

government. Theresa May also thought she could divide the European Union, and these 

two mistakes, of course, prompted European leaders to try to clarify immediately the 

situation, namely to tell her: Checkers no, Checkers cannot function and try to divide 

the European Union is a methodology that cannot be accepted. 

 

What alternatives might Theresa May include in the new proposal to come soon? 

Earlier this week, everything seems to indicate that Theresa May's preference - and 

above all her government's preference rather than the Prime Minister's own - will be a 

Canada-type agreement, but a Canada + agreement, that is, a free trade between the 

European Union and the United Kingdom, very similar to Canada's agreement, but with 

a few more elements, bearing in mind that despite everything, the United Kingdom has 

been a member state of the European Union for 45 years and therefore , has unlike 

Canada, many policies in various sectors that are identical to the policies of the rest of 

Europe. 

 

Meanwhile, The Sunday Times newspaper has revealed that the British Prime 

Minister's team has begun evaluating contingency plans for a possible deadlock on 

Brexit negotiations, which include early-stage elections in November. Downing Street 

has already denied it. Can we expect early elections, Victor? 

At this moment one can expect everything, that is, we are in a moment of great 

uncertainty. We are going to have the Conservative Party convention within days. No 

one knows exactly how this convention will run. Quite possibly Theresa May will try 

to safeguard her position as leader of the Government, but the truth is that within the 

Conservative Party and within the government itself there are many people who have a 

different opinion of Theresa May and that will probably come up against Theresa May 

That is, the way the Conservative Party convention is going to take place is fundamental. 



On the other hand, it is also vital for Theresa May to realize that, on the one hand, not 

only can the Checkers plan be accepted by the European Union, but also that it must 

understand that initiatives on a possible agreement have to start from the British side. 

The idea that she is making believe - that the ball is now in the European Union field - 

is an idea that will bring the British prime minister back against the wall. She said last 

Friday that she was waiting for proposals from Brussels, but Brussels said 

fundamentally that the proposals should come from Theresa May's side and in 

particular on the extremely thorny issue of Northern Ireland and border between 

Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland. 

 

What could be the solution to this border? 

There has been talk of computer solutions and remote-control solutions, which in reality 

do not yet exist, are not prepared, there is no system that works this way and that would 

probably be very time consuming in terms of putting into practice, we are dealing with 

a situation in Northern Ireland which is extremely complex and for which there seems 

to be no solution. And I think one of the big issues is clearly saying to Mrs Theresa 

May and the British that the departure of the United Kingdom from the European Union 

implies a new political situation on the island that is Ireland, and it is necessary that 

Northern Ireland, Ireland and London also find a political solution to a problem which, 

in addition to being a European problem, is, above all, a problem for the Irish. 

 

III. 

  

At this informal summit in Salzburg, the countries were united in relation to Brexit. 

The same cannot be said about the issue of migration. 

For the Hungarian prime minister, the journalist Marta Melo tells us, the solution 

is not to let migrants enter and expel those who have already entered. 

  

The Hungarian Prime Minister has argued in Salzburg, Austria, that the solution to the 

migration crisis in the European Union is not to allow migrants to enter and expel those 

already on Community territory. 

Viktor Orbán also said that most Member States of the European Union reject the 

European Commission's proposal to strengthen the permanent body and mandate of the 

European Border and Coast Guard - FRONTEX. 

Orbán stressed that Hungary does not need the agency to replace the surveillance of its 

borders, as this would mean an attack on national sovereignty. 

Other countries, such as Slovakia and the Czech Republic, also criticized the proposal 

to increase FRONTEX resources, arguing that what should be done was to help 

countries with external borders economically to strengthen their own control systems. 

In a statement to the summit, the Portuguese prime minister addressed the concept of 

"flexible solidarity" that came out of the meeting but has no definitive contours. 

António Costa said that the meeting paved the way for solving the migration crisis in 

the European Union, which will help avoid creating "very deep fractures". 

  



+++ 

  

Marta Melo with more details here on the informal summit of Salzburg. 

 

Victor, here in Austria we spoke of "flexible solidarity". Does this mean that who does 

not want to receive migrants, will pay to have the doors closed? 

The expression "flexible solidarity" was a way of resolving a deadlock that still exists. 

In other words, for more than a year the European Union has been seeking a common 

solution to the question of everyone, which is the issue of migration. He still can not 

find a solution to this and he is inventing new expressions. Now the expression that 

came out of Salzburg was that of "flexible solidarity", that is, in each country would 

choose its version and its way of dealing with migration. This is clearly only the dust 

of the eyes of the Europeans, and it does not really solve the great question of refugees. 

And I think that without making it clear that there is a need to review the Dublin 

Agreement on refugees, there will be no progress in this area. However, no one wants 

to say it, because the Dublin Agreement serves certain interests - in particular the 

interests of countries that are further away from the Mediterranean, to the extent that, 

according to the Dublin Agreement, refugees should be received and treated in the 

countries where they arrive for the first time, and this means fundamentally Italy, 

Greece and Spain. 

 

But what exactly does this new concept of "flexible solidarity" defend? 

The idea is that countries that do not accept refugees have to pay for a common budget, 

a budget that will be used to integrate refugees into countries that accept them, that is, 

or accept refugees or pay. It is a little of the principle. But the truth is that countries like 

Hungary not only do not accept refugees, but they have no willing to pay the costs of 

these refugees in other European countries. 

 

And what is the most salient moment of this informal Salzburg summit? 

I think that the only concrete idea that emerged from last week's summit on migration 

was to seek an agreement with Egypt, that is, the European Union decided that, after 

the agreements with Turkey and Libya, it is now necessary to do an agreement with 

Egypt - an agreement to pay Egypt and the authorities of the country prevent migrants 

from crossing Egypt and then trying to emigrate to Europe. This was in fact the only 

concrete conclusion. 

  

IV. 

  

We’re back to the conversation with Victor Ângelo. 

And another session of the General Assembly of United Nations is starting today. 

Jean-Claude Juncker, President of the European Commission, travels to New York 

with a high-level delegation. 

Among the central themes along these days, there is the denuclearization of the 

Korean peninsula, the Iranian nuclear pact and the situation of the Royingya in 



Myanmar. To know more with the journalist Sofia Jesus. 

  

On the eve of another session of the General Assembly of United Nations - session 

number 73 - Donald Trump picks up criticism of the organization. 

  

Donald Trump, President of United States 

I have always said that the United Nations has enormous potential, but it has not lived 

up to that potential. I have always found it surprising that there are no more things 

solved, because we have huge countries gathered in one place, but they do not seem to 

be able to do it. I think it will succeed. Once again, I look forward to being at the United 

Nations for the week, we will give a speech, we will have many meetings. Good things 

can happen. 

  

The general debate of the session of the UN General Assembly - a body made up of 

representatives of the 193 member states - begins today in New York. It starts with 

interventions by several world leaders, which are Donald Trump, President of the 

United States, President of Brazil, Michel Temer, and Emmanuel Macron representing 

France. 

Among the central themes along these days, there is the denuclearization of the Korean 

peninsula, the Iranian nuclear pact and the situation of the Royingya in Myanmar. 

Jean-Claude Juncker, President of the European Commission, is now in New York with 

a high-level delegation, including Federica Mogherini, EU High Representative for 

Foreign Policy and Security, and Donald Tusk, President of the European Council. 

The crisis in Syria, the environment and human rights are some of the issues that bring 

Brussels to New York. 

The general debate this year has as a theme "Making the UN relevant for all: Global 

leadership and shared responsibility for peaceful, equitable and sustainable societies". 

  

+++ 

  

The United Nations General Assembly takes place until 5 October. 

  

Victor, this session will have two major absences - the presidents of Russia and China. 

How can be read this silence, this absence of the two leaders? 

I think the main reason is to avoid meeting with US President Donald Trump. In fact, 

the American president is going to be in the General Assembly, he will participate this 

week in a meeting of the United Nations Security Council and I do not see either 

President Putin or President Xi sitting around the same table with President Donald 

Trump, at a time when there are major tensions between the United States, China and 

Russia and particularly at a time when Donald Trump will certainly talk about Iran's 

issues and the international community's relationship with Iran and there are great 

divergences.. 

 

What can we expect more from this session, after Donald Trump's criticism of the UN? 



We are in a very difficult situation of multilateral organizations and it is therefore 

important to emphasize that a very strong European Union delegation will be in New 

York this week to attend the United Nations General Assembly to participate in various 

types of meetings, to show the support of European states and the European Union to 

the United Nations system. We have a complex situation, we have a situation where the 

United Nations is under attack, but we also have a very strong partner at the moment, 

which is the European Union, which has a very strong partnership with the UN in 

several areas, from humanitarian aid crisis management, to climate change 

development projects, and in the field of elections, for example. The European Union 

is now one of the great pillars of the United Nations, and it is also looking for the 

African to become another great pillar of the United Nations as well. 

 

In this moment of tension in which Donald Trump shows intention to weaken 

international institutions, what role does António Guterres probably have here? 

The Secretary-General of the United Nations, including of course the current Secretary-

General, António Guterres, has, according to the Charter of the United Nations, a very 

important role in bringing to the attention of world leaders what are the major threats 

to international peace and security. And that should be his role. António Guterres must 

continue to be the voice of truth, the voice of warnings, the voice that will draw the 

attention of the different leaders to major international issues, which are crisis issues, 

particularly the crisis in Myanmar or the crisis in Syria or crises on the African continent, 

but it must also be the voice that must draw attention to the major problems that 

continue to challenge the international community, such as the problems of poverty and 

underdevelopment, and new problems such as climate and the environment. And I think 

that in these areas, António Guterres plays an important role, he will certainly continue 

to insist on these themes and, as far as possible, will advance the international agenda. 

But it is clear that with Donald Trump in Washington, the discretion of the Secretary-

General of the United Nations is always very limited. 

 

Would a greater intervention by the UN and António Guterres in the refugee crisis in 

Europe make sense, for example? 

Of course yes, but the truth is that the European leaders do not want the United Nations 

to be part of the political debate that is currently taking place in Europe on the question 

of migration, that is to say, the Member States of the European Union have deliberately 

decided to exclude the United Nations from all political discussion and limit the role of 

the United Nations to a helping and implementing role for the decisions that the 

European Union will take. In other words, they use the United Nations as an 

implementation machine, such as a humanitarian aid machine, but they do not want the 

United Nations, and in particular the Secretary-General of the United Nations, to 

intervene in the discussion, in the many months among the European leaders on the 

issue of migration, because they consider that this is an issue that has to do with the 

sovereignty of the member states, has to do with the sovereignty of the European Union 

and should not be brought to the international forum which is the United Nations. 

 



V. 

  

We were with Victor Ângelo, resident commentator of Magazine Europe. 

And we're getting to the end. In our cultural note we can see a work that has just been 

published in Spain. It's called: Kautela. A photographer in Spain, a Franquist. 

It is the work of an unknown photographer Francisco Martínez Gascón who 

photographed the Spanish Civil War on the side of Franco's troops for a diary of Aragon. 

Ninety-seven images, many of them unpublished, have now been published in the book. 

Magazine Europe goes on vacation today. Come back in two weeks. See you. 
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