
I. 

 

Jean-Claude Juncker calls for the abolition of internal borders in the Schengen 

area. Migration was one of the themes that marked the speech on the State of the 

Union of the President of the European Commission, which we are discussing here 

in detail today. 

 

Hungary admits taking the European Union to court. This after the European 

Parliament voted in favor of an unprecedented disciplinary process to Budapest 

for violation of the rules of the Rule of Law. 

 

Also, in today's program: the adoption of a proposal for reform on copyright in 

the digital single market. 

 

II. 

 

Welcome to the Europe Magazine. 

 

The President of the European Commission has taken over the internal borders of the 

Schengen area in response to the migration crisis. 

In front of the European Parliament in Strasbourg, Jean-Claude Juncker said that the 

borders that have been restored must be removed. Maintaining these means an 

unacceptable setback, Juncker said. 

On 12 September, in the last State of the Union speech as President of the Commission, 

the leader highlighted the progress made on migration in recent years. He 

acknowledged, however, that "member states have not always found the right balance 

between the responsibility each country must assume and the indispensable mutual 

solidarity." 

In addition to a more supportive Europe, in this speech Jean-Claude Juncker also called 

for an end to vetoes in foreign policy votes. 

 

Jean-Claude Juncker, President of the European Commission 

We have to improve our ability to speak with one voice as far as foreign policy is 

concerned. It makes no sense for the Union to remain silent at the UN Human Rights 

Council when it comes to condemning human rights abuses in China because the 

member states have been unable to reach agreement. That is why we will propose 

moving towards qualified majority approvals in certain areas of our foreign policy. 

 

The president of the EU executive also announced the proposal to establish a permanent 

body for the European coastguard of ten thousand agents by 2020. 

At the time, time still reserved for the exit of the United Kingdom from the block of 28. 

Jean-Claude Juncker lamented the decision. Decision that it is respected by the 

European Union. He also stressed that the government of Theresa May has to 

understand that who leaves the block does not have the same rights as the countries that 



are part of it. 

 

+++ 

 

Victor Angelo, our resident commentator based in Brussels, is with us on the telephone 

for the usual analysis of European news. 

 

What score do you give to this last speech by Jean-Claude Juncker on the State of the 

Union? 

I believe that the speech was positive, and the truth is that it was well received by the 

members of the European Parliament. Jean-Claude Juncker sought to be conciliatory 

and sought to make a speech that was more or less at the center of the concerns of MEPs 

and I think he will have achieved it. My big problem is that the speech at the level of 

European public opinion was not talked about, it was not discussed, it was not 

mentioned with the importance that it should have had in the media of Europe and, 

therefore, it will have reached the objective of to speak to Members, but failed to reach 

the target of speaking to European populations and this is crucial at a time when 

European citizen support for the project is essential for the continuation of European 

integration. 

 

In this speech, Jean-Claude Juncker said that progress has been made on migration 

during his presidency. Do you agree? 

I do not think so. In fact, if there is an area where there is no notable progress is the 

area of migration. I think the idea of proposing a border police ... it was necessary for 

him to talk about it to show that, despite everything and despite the lack of progress in 

the area of migration, there is an intention to create a force that can, to address the 

concerns of those who regard migration as Europe's biggest problem at the moment. 

However, this force is in fact a force that will not fundamentally protect the borders, 

but rather, and this was not said - but I know that is the intention - the ten thousand new 

elements of Frontex will have as mission expulsion of all the illegal immigrants who 

are now living in Europe. 

 

There are two points defended here by the President of the European Commission, I 

would like you to comment. First, Jean-Claude Juncker said Africa needs partnership 

rather than charity. 

Africa remains a major concern for Europe and certainly a very important concern at 

the Brussels level. It has not been said but the concern about Africa has to do with the 

fact that a large majority of the people who come to Europe as immigrants now come 

from Africa and also have to do with the fact that the African population is a population 

extremely young, unemployed and therefore willing to undertake all sorts of adventures 

in order to seek a better life in other parts of the world. Jean-Claude Juncker's proposal 

is an extremely vague proposal. When I compare what Jean-Claude Juncker said in the 

European Parliament with the proposal made by President Xi (Jinping) during the 

summit in Beijing with the African heads of state, we are comparing day and night. 



President Xi made an extremely well-crafted proposal for China's collaboration with 

Africa that touches on many dimensions, from infrastructure, trade and health and 

education issues. While the proposal coming from Jean-Claude Junker remains an 

extremely vague proposal and idealizing an Africa that does not exist, ie an Africa that 

would have the economic conditions and development to be a partner on an equal 

footing with Europe. 

 

Jean-Claude Juncker also defended, and this is the second point, the euro strengthened 

to compete with the dollar. 

Yes, the idea of the euro as an international currency is an interesting idea, an idea that 

should continue to be explored. However, it should also be borne in mind that behind 

this idea there are two concerns: on the one hand, a great concern for the future of 

economic relations between Europe and the United States and the extremely erratic 

politics of the US president in international trade; and the second major concern is to 

show that the euro is the currency of the European Union. But in reality, the euro is not 

the currency of the European Union, the euro is tending to be the common currency, 

but there are still many countries in the European Union that do not use the euro as the 

single currency, and even more, there are several countries in the European Union. for 

example, in Denmark and Sweden - which clearly stated that they will not in principle 

join the euro. So, speaking of the Euro as an international currency, we are talking about 

an interesting project, but a project that, to some extent, divides Europe between the 

countries that are members of the single currency, the euro, and the European countries 

that are outside the single currency. 

 

What other points or themes would you highlight here in this speech? 

Jean-Claude Juncker spoke about China, and in particular about China's presence in the 

South China Sea and criticized the lack of European unity on this issue. He also spoke 

about China in terms of human rights, and in particular the question of Uighurs in the 

region of China where this population is dominant. 

 

III. 

 

And this plenary session, where Jean-Claude Juncker was speaking, was still marked 

by the adoption of a motion calling on the Council of the European Union to initiate 

disciplinary proceedings against Hungary for a serious violation of the fundamental 

values of the European Union. 

This is the first time in the history of the European project that Parliament has drawn 

up and adopted a report on the activation of Article 7 of the Treaty on European Union. 

Article stipulating, as a maximum penalty, the suspension of the voting rights of the 

Member State concerned in the Council. 

The report of the European Parliament's Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and 

Home Affairs received 448 votes in favor, 197 against and 48 abstentions. 

This document considers that there is a clear risk of serious breach by Hungary of 

European values. 



The proposal for a decision will now be forwarded to the Council of the European 

Union. 

The Hungarian prime minister, in reaction, argued that a country cannot be excluded 

from the EU block because it does not support the same views. Viktor Orbán says he 

does not settle. 

 

Viktor Orbán, Prime Minister of Hungary 

Hungary will not give in to this blackmail. Hungary will protect its borders, halt illegal 

migration and defend its rights. If need be, against the masters. 

 

Meanwhile, the Budapest government has already admitted taking the European Union 

to court. 

 

Victor, what about this vote? 

This was a very important decision. Viktor Orbán sought to emphasize his interventions 

on migration, but in fact the European Parliament was more comprehensive and spoke 

not only about migration, but also about other problems and other attacks on the 

freedoms of Hungarian citizens, who have has been attacked by NGOs, has attacked 

academic freedom, has taken a series of measures that limit freedom of the press and 

led to the closing of several newspapers and the truth is that Parliament Including the 

family of the European People's Party to which Viktor Orbán's Fidesz party belongs, 

voted overwhelmingly against Orbán's policy of internal politics. 

 

And what can happen from now on? Is it hoped that Hungary will even temporarily 

lose the right to vote or will the heads of state finally not make this path viable? 

It will be difficult for Hungary to lose the right to vote, because it will probably have 

the Polish veto and Poland is in a similar process to Hungary’s. In any case, the fact 

that the European Parliament has overwhelmingly - with more than 2/3 of the votes of 

the members of the European Parliament - voted against the internal politics of Orbán, 

this already is a great victory and, to some extent, a very important defeat for people 

like Viktor Orbán, who wants to reduce the discussion on Europe to the issue of 

migration, and in fact, the European project has much to do with other things, 

particularly with a set of values that make Europe a relatively unique geopolitical area. 

It is important that this happened. This will also cause a very serious political crisis 

within the European political family of the European People's Party, as approaching the 

European elections in May 2019. This political crisis in the European center-right will 

seek to be seized by President Macron and by all those who are seeking to create new 

momentum at the level of the European Parliament and to seek to create a new type of 

center within the European Parliament. 

 

One technical question. Budapest, which considers the parliamentary vote a "little 

revenge" of "pro-immigration", also said that this vote was a fraud "because abstentions 

were not considered, contrary to the way European Union treaties votes". Was there any 

difference here in the way this process managed? 



No, in these cases, the abstentions are never taken into account. The members of 

parliament are requested to vote. There are those who vote in favor and those who vote 

against and those who abstain. Those who abstain are included in vote count. And in 

relation to those who actually voted - because the treaty says that it is two-thirds of the 

parliament that voted effectively - those who actually voted are counted and in this case 

it is obvious and evident that Viktor Orbán and his party lost 2/3 of the European 

Parliament and were strongly criticized in the Parliament. 

 

IV. 

 

Here is an analysis of the approval of a proposal calling on the Council of the European 

Union to initiate disciplinary proceedings against Hungary. 

 

And in the same day, the European Parliament gave the green light to the proposal 

of copyright reform in the digital single market. 

This is a proposal that generated a strong controversy, as what journalist Marta 

Melo tells us. 

 

The MEPs have approved the new version, with more than 200 amendments, of the 

document that wants to update the copyright in the context of the Internet and 

standardize them in Europe. 

The proposal received 438 votes in favor, 226 against and 39 abstentions. 

Many changes are aimed at ensuring that artists, as well as journalists, get paid for the 

work they do when it is used by sharing platforms like youtube and facebook or news 

aggregators, such as Google News. 

 

The European Parliament also added provisions to ensure that the rules are respected 

without unjustifiable limits of the free expressions that define the Internet. 

The sharing of "mere links" to articles, accompanied by "isolated words" for their 

description, will not be covered by the restrictions on copyright, MEPs decided. 

The new proposal divides to opinions: On the side in favor, there are those who argue 

if the sector is being regulated and being moved forward with a responsible policy in 

an environment of permanent copyright infringement. 

On the other hand, there are those who consider that it can open the door to the end of 

the Internet as it has existed until today and that here is a possible growth of censorship, 

with the imposition of filters on the content that can be made available online. 

 

Victor, this reform got started from 2016 and only now be approved, which has 

generated resistance. Is it now easy to achieve a consensus among the different States 

so that a common ground can be established in this case? 

This matter is a very difficult matter to deal with, it is very complex. We are dealing 

with issues of the 21st century and often with ideas from the 20th century. That is, we 

are dealing with the digital economy and we are seeing how to deal with social 

platforms, such as youtube or facebook, at a time when facebook, youtube and other 



social platforms have won a prominence and have gained an ability to dominate the 

market of public opinion and particularly the information market in a spectacular way. 

The key question is how to work in today's digital economy and also how to reward 

authors and creators of works of art. That is, we have a big problem here, which is the 

problem of how to protect copyright, at a time when digital platforms are in fact the 

law-makers and in fact, the platforms are used by the ordinary citizen for access to 

information, for the exchange of information and also for viewing and reading certain 

works and certain works of art. 

 

That is, the internet in the future will no longer be what we know today. 

We will certainly see a lot of changes, although I recommend that we have to be very 

careful. There is a need here to find a balance between, on the one hand, copyright, 

which is an absolute and legitimate right, an indisputable right, people must live on 

their creations, must be able to be remunerated on the basis of their creations, whether 

it be the production of a photograph, or the production of a book, a poem, a song. But 

on the other hand, we have to bear in mind that we are talking about global platforms, 

which receive millions of information every minute and that will probably have a lot of 

difficulties in controlling this information, except through systems blind and automatic, 

which will probably eliminate many useful information and certainly be seen as an 

attack on freedom of expression. 

 

V. 

 

According to Victor Ângelo, this is a complex matter to deal with. 

 

And before the end, we still keep the time for a cultural note: The complete work of 

António Lobo Antunes will be published in the Pléiade, a prestigious French collection 

belonging to the publisher Gallimard, and which includes only three living authors - 

Mário Vargas Llosa, Milan Kundera and Philippe Jaccottet. Also only one Portuguese, 

Fernando Pessoa. 

Pléiade was founded in 1931. "The entry is the best in terms of international literature, 

in terms of international prestige, the Nobel in this area", replied the Portuguese 

publisher of António Lobo Antunes, Maria da Piedade. 

 

We stop here, we will come back in next week! 
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