
I. 

 

Jean-Claude Juncker will make the State of the Union address the last time 

tomorrow. The President of the European Commission should present the 

proposal to create a Community border police. 

 

In Sweden, left and right tie in the legislative. The far right is progressing and 

occupies 62 seats in parliament. 

 

In this edition: Moscow and Damascus resumed attacks in the Syrian province of 

Idlib, the country's last rebel bastion. Brussels speaks of a humanitarian 

catastrophe. 

 

II. 

 

Welcome to the Europe Magazine. 

 

The president of the European Commission will make a speech on the State of the 

Union tomorrow. Among the proposals for Europe should be the creation of a 

community border police, as the journalist Lina Ferreira tells us. 

 

This will be the last speech on the State of the Union of Jean-Claude Juncker as 

president of the European Commission. 

With eight months to go before the European elections in May 2019, Luxembourgers 

will come up with new proposals for Europe. 

The creation of a European border police is one of them, according to the Spanish 

newspaper El Pais. The idea is that this force will transfer the responsibility of 

migration control to the Community level. 

The news is that migration will be one of the priority themes of this State of the Union 

- at a time when anti-immigration parties take over governments in several countries of 

the 28 blocks. 

The President of the European Commission will also make proposals to facilitate the 

entry of migrants into the European Union in a legal and controlled manner. 

At the same time, Juncker wants to create measures to combat possible cyber-attacks 

and disinformation campaigns during the European elections of 2019. 

 

+++ 

 

Tomorrow the speech of the State of the Union. The last of Jean-Claude Juncker as 

president of the European Commission. 

 

And with us on the phone is Victor Ângelo, an international consultant and former 

Deputy Secretary-General of the United Nations, based in Brussels, capital of Belgium. 

 



Victor, what can we expect tomorrow from this latest Juncker State of the Union address? 

It is essential for him that the speech be a very substantive discourse, a discourse with 

a clear vision of what the European Union should be like in the next few years, because 

in fact it is at the moment mainly concerned with what history will say about its 

Presidency of the European Commission. So it is going to be a much-noted speech, 

much analyzed, and certainly a multi-faceted speech, bearing in mind that at this 

moment the European Union has several challenges ahead. 

 

Challenges like migration, what others, Victor? 

At the moment the European Union is relatively fractured in terms of Eastern countries 

against Western countries, so to speak, within the European Union, and in particular 

countries with Hungary and Poland. On the other hand, there is also a divergence and 

some fracture between the countries of the North and the countries of the South, where 

the countries of the North think that the countries of the South - and in particular 

countries such as Italy - do not give sufficient attention to the questions austerity and 

budgetary rigor. That is, he will have to address this issue of divisions. It will also have 

to address other issues that are fundamental to the people of Europe, such as the issue 

of security, terrorism and, above all, employment and economic growth. Then there are 

the issues of external order, that is, the European Union's relations with Turkey, with 

Russia, a package of economic development with regard to Africa. And certainly in the 

head of the European Commission President will also be present the question of who 

will be the next president and to some extent he will try to pave the way for someone 

in his political family to become the individual that he will replace in the presidency of 

European Commission. 

 

Speaking of successor, German Manfred Weber has already said he is available to be 

the candidate of the European People's Party to the presidency of the European 

Commission. What can you say about this man? 

He is a man who is not tainted by any political scandal, nor by any embarrassing 

situation. He is also a relatively young person - he is only 46 years old - that is, he is a 

new generation of political leaders that is appearing. And this is important at a time 

when we have a young president in France, we also have a young president in Austria 

and also in other parts of Europe. 

Now Manfred Weber has no executive experience, he has never been a government 

official and that is important in terms of the European Commission. And for me another 

big problem is that Manfred Weber in the recent past has been very much in line with 

the positions of Victor Orbán. To a certain extent, Weber has been one of the defenders 

in the Hungarian Prime Minister's European Parliament, which of course may cause 

some embarrassment in his election campaign. 

Either way, I think Manfred Weber's candidacy might be a clue to hide another 

candidacy for another European institution. That is, it is very likely that this German 

can not be the president of the European Commission and then another German will 

appear as a candidate for president of the European Council in place of Donald Tusk. 

Donald Tusk ends his term in November 2019. One of the possible names to replace 



Donald Tusk could be Angela Merkel herself. 

 

Picking up now in your words from just now. What will the story say about Juncker's 

presidency? 

I think he's going to say that it was a presidency that had a lot of ambition in the 

beginning and that was losing strength, was losing energy over time and, to a certain 

extent, Jean-Claude Juncker, who went through the big door to leave by a side door and 

to be another president of the European Commission that will have gone down in 

history without going into history. 

 

With regard to the European elections, which will take place in May 2019, Juncker will 

also have to submit proposals to monitor and control possible interference in the 

electoral process. How can this be done? 

There will be immense pressure from Brussels on the big social platforms, so that they 

can control the type of publications that appear on these platforms and avoid, for 

example, racist positions, extremist positions, but there will also be a great concern in 

to avoid interference from the propaganda media from Moscow. And so the question of 

Russia and Russia's use of social platforms to divide European countries and to create 

confusion among the European electorate is also a key issue. At present there is a 

working group in Brussels dedicated exclusively to the follow-up of Kremlin 

interventions on the social platforms that are seen in Europe. 

 

And what about this other proposal of the President of the European Commission: the 

creation of a community border police? 

The proposal seems to be aimed at creating a force of about ten thousand people, men 

and women, armed, with capacity to intervene at the different external borders of the 

European Union and in support of the national police of each of the member states. This 

issue of the European border police is a very important issue for Jean-Claude Juncker 

in that he will imply to the European electorate that the European Commission and the 

European institutions are concerned with the protection of the European Union's 

external borders and, moreover, , are extremely concerned about illegal immigration 

and also with the infiltration of possible terrorists into the European area. 

 

III. 

 

And still in Europe today. 

 

In Sweden, the left-wing government bloc and the center-right Alliance in the 

opposition won a similar result in Sunday's parliamentary elections. 

The far right "Democrats of Sweden" has become a decisive third force. More 

with the journalist of Antena 1 Carla Pinto. 

 

[In the absence of a majority, the Swedish prime minister calls for cooperation and 

dialogue with the opposition. The Social Democrat 



Stefan Löfven says he will continue to work quietly in the coming weeks, adding that 

this may have been the funeral night of the big political blocs. The Swedish Democrats, 

the anti-immigration nationalists say they are prepared to talk and cooperate with all 

other parties with a view to forming a government. Bid already rejected by one of the 

center-right Alliance parties, now in the opposition, which has already called for the 

prime minister's resignation, because he says that the center-left bloc no longer has the 

conditions to govern. 

In a very fragmented political landscape, no one even came close to half of the 349 

mandates of the Swedish parliament. Yet Sweden seems to have resisted the nationalist 

fever of the migrant crisis. 

Nationalists have increased their vote in relation to the last elections. They are 

cementing themselves as the third political force, but far from the 20-30% they hoped 

to achieve. 

The other two large blocks, center-left so far in the government, and center-right 

Alliance in opposition have lost voters and are in technical draw.] 

 

The country will have more than 60 deputies of the Swedish Democrats, far right in 

parliament. Is this an alarm signal? 

To a certain extent yes, although this week there is some relief in Europe that the 

Swedish Democrats have failed to reach the 20% of the electorate. Nonetheless, the 

number of deputies increased. There are now 13 more MPs in the Swedish parliament 

than they had yesterday, that is, they weigh in the Swedish parliament: 62 MPs in a 

parliament in which the most important party, which is the Social Democrat Party, has 

101 - 62 a lot of people. These deputies of the Swedish Democratic Party are racist 

deputies, are right-wing deputies and are also MPs against the European project. And 

this is obviously worrying - not as worrisome today as it had been until Sunday as, 

despite everything, the Swedish population voted for the center and voted for both the 

right center and, above all, the center left. But the reality is that the Swedish electorate 

has once again shown that it remains a balanced electorate, which remains an electorate 

that rejects far-right ideas, but there is far-right progress in Sweden as there has also 

been progress of the far right in other European countries. 

 

We also have news here from Euronews, which is advancing with a study that says that 

one in three news about the Swedish elections is false. According to the Oxford Internet 

Institute, this number of fake news - junk news as they call it - had only been observed 

in the North American elections of 2016. What real impact has the manipulation of 

election results? 

I think it has some impact, but it does not have an extraordinary impact. It has some 

impact in the sense that some people, and especially those who are fanatics of social 

platforms, feed on the news and the false news coming from these platforms, and when 

we - and this has happened to me almost daily - real news stories, which are published 

in newspapers or on credible radio and television, they do not believe in traditional 

media and continue to insist on the news they saw on facebook or read on twitter or 

knew in another way, another social platform. That is, for those who are ready to believe 



in extremist ideas, social platforms have a relatively important weight. The problem is 

that social platforms allow us to quickly establish networks of contacts and we often 

see these more extremist individuals passing the information on to other people who 

are on their contact list and friends and people who would normally have been moderate 

also end up being radicalized. There is the danger of a progressive radicalization of 

people through this false news. And that would explain to some extent the fact that far-

right parties have all been growing in European political space. 

 

IV. 

 

We're back to the conversation with Victor Ângelo. 

 

In Syria, the attacks in the province of Idlib are mounting, where is the last rebel 

stronghold in the country. The planes from Syria and Russia resumed bombing. The 

European Union draws attention to a humanitarian catastrophe. 

 “Syria does not need any more bloodshed”, said Federica Mogherini, EU High 

Representative for Foreign Policy and Security. 

Last week there was a meeting between the ministers of Defense of the EU block and 

another reunion for representatives of Foreign Affairs. They discussed the way to offer 

humanitarian assistance. 

The war in Syria, triggered in 2011 by suppressing demonstrations in favor of 

democratic reforms, has already caused more than 350,000 deaths and forced millions 

to leave their homes. 

 

Victor, what is going to happen now in Idlib? 

We are going to watch a generalized offensive of the military forces of the Damascus 

regime in operational alliance with the Russian military and they will probably try to 

wipe out all the resistance grants that still exist in Idlib province. And we are likely to 

see a situation that, on the one hand, there will be huge civilian casualties, on the other 

hand there will be people who will be displaced and will have to seek refuge in Turkey, 

which is the country currently with several million Syrian refugees and it will probably 

receive hundreds of thousands coming from Idlib. 

We are facing a military offensive, which is based on the principle that is followed by 

Putin: that with terrorists is not negotiated, the terrorists are to be exterminated. And 

this is the last province, where there are still a large number of armed resistance. Some 

resisters will be terrorists and will obviously be linked to extremist groups. Others are 

simply people with different principles and ideas different from those of Al-Assad. But 

the truth is that the policy will wipe out them and the policy will be to create a military 

solution for the province of Idlib. 

 

What role can the European Union play now and in the future of Syria? 

The European Union will continue its humanitarian assistance to the Syrian refugees, 

to the homeless Syrians, both in neighboring countries and within Syria itself. EU may 

also in the future help the country's own reconstruction if there is a legitimate political 



process in Syria under the direction of the United Nations. This is the fundamental 

condition, that is, the European Union remains available to assist, but on the basis of a 

political solution, not a military solution that the government of Al-Assad and Vladimir 

Putin seek to impose on Syria. 

On the other hand, the European Union is very concerned about the role of Iran in that 

region of the world and certainly the European Union will continue political contacts 

with Iran within the framework of the nuclear agreement which is still in force and 

which has the Union as one of the signatories. The European Union believes that it is 

essential to maintain this nuclear agreement and there is a great divergence from the 

North American. And the European Union will continue to try to bring Iran to the 

negotiating table and for acceptable geopolitical behavior and this is also very important 

in terms of the role that the European Union can play in the region. 

 

V. 

 

Victor Angelo stays with us here in the Europe Magazine every week. 

 

And this week, on the cultural note, we suggest an exhibition in London, at the British 

Museum. It's called "I object". 

The writer and journalist Ian Hislop set out on a quest for divergence and put together 

a collection of 100 pieces that reveal subliminal messages of objection. 

This is the case, for example, of Afghan carpets made during the war with the Soviet 

Union. 

On exhibition there is also an old Chinese painting, which apparently reveals an image 

of nature. It is, however, a series of insects killing each other. Academics interpret this 

work as an alert to Chinese exploration by the Mongols. 

Today we stop here, see you next week. 

 

[Datasheet] 

 

With the edition and presentation of Catarina Domingues, analysis of Victor 

Ângelo and coordination of Hélder Beja, Magazine Europe is the result of a 
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The views expressed do not necessarily represent the official positions of the 

various institutions of the European Union. 

 

The Jean Monnet Magazine Europe project is a partnership between the 

University of Macao and the Institute of European Studies of Macao, co-financed 

by the European Union under the Erasmus + Program. We are on Facebook in 

Europe Magazine. 


