
I. 

 

Portugal has registered at least 780 rural fires this summer. The Monchique fire 

is already the biggest of the year in Europe. Under analysis in this program the 

causes and consequences of this hot European summer. 

 

The euro fell to the lowest in 13 months against the dollar, in a scenario of 

nervousness with the fall of the Turkish lira. 

 

Also, in this issue: new study reveals that most constituencies are against the 

UK's exit from the European Union. 

 

II. 

 

Welcome to the Europe Magazine, 

 

As of last week, there were 787 rural fires in Portugal. Despite high temperatures, the 

National Civil Protection Authority says there are 500 fewer ignitions than in the 

same period last year. 

The Monchique fire is already considered the biggest of the year in Europe. A week 

after it started, it was dominated, and according to the latest data, this fire made at 

least 41 injured. 

At a press conference in Lisbon, the national operational commander of Civil 

Protection, Duarte da Costa, said that these data reveal that there has been "a 

preventive effort." The inhabitants of Monchique do not share the same opinion. 

 

Inhabitant of Monchique: The firemen did not send them where they were supposed 

to go. 

 

Inhabitant of Monchique: The personnel is very revolted with this situation. 

 

Inhabitant of Monchique: The fire that occurred in 2003 did not reach what arrived 

today. With more means, with more helicopters, with more money. 

 

The size of the Monchique fire is due to exceptional weather conditions, according to 

the Portuguese Minister for Internal Administration, Eduardo Cabrita. 

 

Eduardo Cabrita, Minister of Internal Affairs of Portugal Recorded higher 

temperatures, very high minimum temperatures, with consequences that determined a 

risk assessment framework that was previously identified, which allowed the 

placement of media in the areas of greater risk. 

 

In the Algarve alone, 27 thousand hectares have already burned this summer, while in 

Sweden and the United Kingdom, 21 thousand and 18 thousand hectares have been 



burned, respectively. 

 

+++ 

 

And with us on the phone is Victor Ângelo, international consultant and commentator 

for Magazine Europe, based in Brussels. 

 

Victor, Civil Protection errors, inability to answer. What has failed in Monchique? 

There are reports, for example, that Portugal will have relinquished the support of two 

Italian airplanes. 

In these things of the fires always fail many aspects and the truth is that once again 

the Civil Protection in the case of the fire of Monchique gave the impression to the 

public opinion that there was much amateurism, that there was a lot of coordination 

and that, mainly, there was little communication in relation people. The evacuation of 

the people was done in a way that many people did not understand and several local 

leaders, including councilors of the Municipality of Monchique, were opposed to the 

evacuation of the people. And all this because, in reality, these things were not 

explained as it should be. Therefore, there was a lack of coordination at the level of 

civil protection agencies, there were problems of command, but there were also many 

problems that had to do with the communication regarding the fire victims and also 

many problems that come from afar. We cannot forget that Monchique already had a 

similar fire, in fact, a fire of greater proportions in 2003. This year in 2018 burned 27 

thousand hectares, 15 years ago they burned 41 thousand hectares. And the truth is 

that nobody has learned anything. 

 

And to aggravate the issue, we have the climatic conditions, with temperatures so 

extreme, over 40 degrees in various parts of the country. Is that the trend, that 

temperatures continue to rise on a global scale? 

I believe that, in fact, I have recently seen data showing that a two-degree increase in 

global mean temperature will cause around 200 million people worldwide to travel, 

that is, we are talking not only about an increase in temperature but also the impact 

this will have on living beings, men and women, of course, but also on animals, on 

plants and all this will create a new situation, not only a humanitarian situation, not 

only a situation of displacement of populations, but also a new situation in relation to 

nature and in particular threatening several species that we know even today. 

 

And what does it all represent for the Union. What can be done at Community level? 

The European Union is at present one of the standard-bearers of the fight against 

global temperature rises, ie the European Union believes that the agreement reached 

in Paris is a valid agreement, which must be if it has been a lawyer, so to speak, the 

European Union has promoted all sorts of actions, both at European level and at the 

world level, so as to ensure that the increase in temperature is not as dramatic as that 

anticipated. And in that sense, there is a very strong alliance, for example, between 

the European Union and China. China also recognizes that it has enormous 



environmental challenges and that it is necessary not only to solve these challenges at 

the level of Chinese territory, but also that China has a leading role at the international 

level with regard to climate change and I think this alliance will continue and will be 

strengthened between China and the European Union. 

 

III. 

Hot summer affect a number of countries like Portugal, the United Kingdom and 

Sweden. 

 

And still in Europe today. The devaluation of the Turkish currency hit 19% 

against the dollar last week after US President Donald Trump announced a 

sharp rise in rates on imports of Turkish steel and aluminum. 

In this scenario of nervousness, the euro fell against the dollar, as the journalist 

Lina Ferreira tells us. 

 

Friday's news was on the rise with the euro dropping to a 13-month low against the 

dollar amid nervous turmoil over the Turkish lira. 

Turkey's currency depreciation has been steadily increasing, falling by 19% against 

the dollar due to the loss of market confidence in the context of a diplomatic crisis 

with the United States and concern for the independence of the Turkish central bank. 

The fall of the lira came after US President Donald Trump announced that he would 

double tariffs on imports of steel and aluminum from Turkey. 

According to the Financial Times, the European Central Bank is concerned about the 

exposure of some European banks to Turkey. 

The turmoil in Ankara could stifle foreign capital that the country needs to finance the 

high external deficit and reduce the ability of companies to repay their 

foreign-currency loans. 

 

+++ 

 

Lina Ferreira to report on the latest crisis in Turkey. 

 

Victor, the steep fall in the Turkish lira has had a very negative impact on the euro and 

the European Central Bank is worried. What is the smartest way in Brussels to deal 

with President Erdogan's regime and currency devaluation? 

With the regime the Turkish president is extremely difficult to deal with. The Turkish 

president is convinced that he is right and does not want to acknowledge the real 

causes that led to this huge financial crisis and these causes have much to do with the 

policy that President Erdogan has followed in recent years, a policy of exorbitant 

spending, of absolutely unjustified constructions and at prices outside the market. 

Many of these constructions and many of these projects also have to do with the 

corruption that exists in Turkey and with the possibility that the political power and 

particularly President Erdogan have to buy the Turkish elites so that they support the 

regime and support Erdogan in particular. That is to say, we are in a situation where 



the causes of the current crisis in Turkey are very clear, except for the president of 

Turkey who continues to think that this issue is only a conspiracy coming from 

outside and in particular coming from Western countries and the United States. 

 

I would ask you again how Europe must deal with this new crisis? 

We must continue the very frank dialogue with the President of Turkey and we must 

also take into account that Europe has very large economic interests in Turkey. We 

can not forget that there are several European countries, namely Spain, but also 

France and Italy, which are extremely vulnerable to the economic situation in Turkey. 

Spanish banks have more than 80 billion euros of loans in Turkey. It will be very 

difficult for Spanish banks to recover these loans if the Turkish economy continues to 

be managed the way Erdogan is managing at the moment. If the Turkish economy 

does not evolve rapidly towards stabilizing and correcting existing imbalances, the 

impact of the Turkish crisis on the European Union can be very large. 

 

Concerning the reaction of President Tayyip Erdogan, he urged the Turks to exchange 

their foreign currency to support the weakened Turkish lira. Let's hear the statements: 

 

Recep Tayyip Erdogan, President of Turkey 

If there is someone who has dollars, euros or gold under the cushion, you should 

exchange them for liras in our benches. This is a domestic and national battle. It will 

be the people's response to those who have waged an economic war against us. 

 

Reactions of the Turkish president to the devaluation of the currency. The government 

had announced the day before that it would introduce a new economic model. I ask 

you, Victor, what model can this be? 

I think he might be talking about help from Russia. He does not believe that the 

United States and that the European Union can help the Turkish economy at this stage. 

He is convinced that there is a coordinated action at European level and at the 

American level in order to put him in difficulties, but the truth is that relations 

between Turkey and the Western world - the European Union and the United States - 

are extremely complicated and very difficult political relations at the moment. At this 

moment in Brussels and in Washington is seen with much concern the approach that is 

happening between Erdogan and Putin. The two presidents - the President of Turkey 

and the President of Russia - spent a part of this weekend on the telephone discussing 

ways to increase coordination and economic and financial cooperation between the 

two countries, namely Turkey in instead of trying, for example, to cut back on 

sumptuous expenses and absolutely unnecessary expenses that are only intended to 

throw dust in the eyes of the Turks, the truth is that Turkey will continue, will try to 

continue in this and will probably get into a situation where the situation will get out 

of control, the lira will continue to lose value. 

 

Victor Angelo on the latest devaluation of the Turkish currency. 

Meanwhile, an advance report after this interview reveals that the Turkish Central 



Bank has announced the injection of six billion dollars into the country's financial 

system to guarantee banks liquidity and halt the Turkish lira against the US dollar, 

American. 

 

IV. 

 

And we're going to the UK now. 

 

A new study revealed that more than 100 constituencies that gave Brexit a majority in 

the referendum preferred to stay in the community bloc. 

More with the journalist Marta Melo. 

 

As negotiations with Brussels drag on, many of those who backed London's exit from 

the European Union in the 2016 referendum have now turned their minds. 

According to data from a recent study, it was concluded that several constituencies 

that had a majority of votes in favor of Brexit would fall to the opposite side. 

An analysis of the newspaper The Observer reveals that of the 632 British 

constituencies, 112 that had majority in favor of the exit are today against Brexit. 

If we add to the 229 that they had already revealed to be against, it makes in the 

House of Commons a virtual majority against the exit of the United Kingdom. 

This study was based on YouGov surveys, which involved more than 15,000 

respondents, before and after Prime Minister Theresa May presented the plan for the 

future relationship between London and Brussels. 

 

Victor, the disclosure of the study comes at a time when May's plan - the Checkers 

Plan - is being prepared for Parliament's appreciation. What impact can these new 

data have? 

These data confirm that at this time in the UK there is complete confusion over the 

negotiations on Brexit, regarding the future of the UK in the geopolitical space that is 

Europe. It also confirms the uncertainty and the doubts and, above all, the growing 

concern among the British population and also the level of several UK officials and 

opinion makers regarding Brexit. In the near future everything could happen, 

including the possibility of a new referendum, but above all what may also happen is 

the fall of Theresa May. And the fall of Theresa May would further increase the 

political turmoil that exists in the UK. But actually this week Theresa May has been 

more fragile two or three weeks ago when the Checkers plan was approved. 

 

There are movements calling for a new referendum. And I asked you this a few 

months ago, I'll start asking you again. Does this seem like a viable possibility? ' 

Right now I do not think so. Also because the leader of the labor party, Jeremy 

Corbyn, is against holding a new referendum. But it is also true that we are going to 

attend next September's Labor Party annual conference and this issue of Brexit will be 

the central issue and there will probably be a very strong current within the Labor 

Party in support of the idea of a new referendum. I think, however, that Corbyn will 



continue to oppose the idea of a new referendum, because in fact Jeremy Corbyn 

belongs to that generation of left-wing politicians who see the European Union as an 

association of countries and capitalist interests. So, to be clear, at this moment I do not 

think there are any chances of a new referendum on Brexit being approved in the near 

future. What could happen is that the agreement that will be signed between the 

United Kingdom and the European Union will be submitted to a referendum. And that 

this referendum could have such a wording, a way of asking the question in such a 

way, that in the case of British voters refusing the agreement, that would mean that 

the United Kingdom would remain within the European Union. 

 

And before ending and remaining in the United Kingdom, we have the death of the 

British writer V.S. Naipaul, who died at age 85 in London. I would like to ask you 

what we can remember of the man and the work? 

He was an extremely original author and had, above all, the great merit of saying what 

he thought. He never bothered to enter into a stream of thought, he always said that 

what he wrote was the result of his personal observations and, moreover, it was also 

the result of the contradictions that were in its origin, that is, he is the son of Indian 

immigrants who had been brought to Central America, to Trinidad and Tobago, with 

all the contradictions that later provoked to the level of Trinidad and Tobago between 

the Indian populations and the populations of African origin. On the other hand, it is 

also the product of the end of colonialism. As a young man, he came to the United 

Kingdom to study and then stayed in the United Kingdom and never felt fully 

integrated in the United Kingdom, that is, he was always an outsider, so to speak, who 

looked at the world, looked at Central America , for Trinidad and Tobago, for the 

Indian communities, for relations between races. He was indeed an exceptional 

observer and, furthermore, a man totally free and independent in his opinions. And 

this is of value, of course. 

 

V.S. Naipaul, Nobel laureate in literature, who wrote titles known as "The Bend of the 

River," one of the most acclaimed works by critics. 

He also wrote the novel "In a Free State", which won the Booker Prize in 1971. 

Here are some suggestions for reading Magazine Europe. 

See you next week. 

 

V. 

 

[Datasheet] 

 

With the edition and presentation of Catarina Domingues, analysis of Victor Ângelo 

and coordination of Hélder Beja, Magazine Europe is the result of a collaboration 

between Radio Macau and the University of Macau within the framework of the Jean 

Monnet Magazine Europe project. 

 

The views expressed do not necessarily represent the official positions of the various 



institutions of the European Union. 

 

The Jean Monnet Magazine Europe project is a partnership between the University of 

Macao and the Institute of European Studies of Macao, co-financed by the European 

Union under the Erasmus + Program. 

 

We are on Facebook in Europe Magazine. 

 

 

 

 




