
I. 

 

Fires in Greece have already killed more than 90 people. The country's 

opposition accuses the authorities of hiding human losses and failing to manage 

the crisis. 

 

Emmanuel Macron defends in Lisbon a European Union with a "lighter 

structure" and association agreements with Russia and Turkey. 

  

And yet in this issue we look at the meeting between the President of the 

European Commission and the President of the United States. 

Brussels and Washington will expand European imports of liquefied natural gas 

and soya. A move that should be accompanied by the reduction of industrial 

tariffs on both sides. 

 

II. 

 

Welcome to the Europe Magazine. 

 

The number of fatalities of the fires in Greece rose to 91. 

Still according to the latest official assessment, 25 people are reported missing. 

Investigations into the causes of what is now considered the deadliest forest fire in 

Europe in more than 100 years continue. The authorities favor the thesis of a criminal 

hand. 

The opposition is accusing the government of failing to manage the crisis and to have 

initially concealed the human losses. 

It is recalled that the village of Mati, a seaside resort near Athens, was ravaged by the 

fire about a week ago. 

The vast majority of the victims died from the flames, but some people lost their lives 

at sea when they tried to escape the fire. 

Fires that destroyed more than two thousand houses and burned hundreds of cars. 

Alexis Tsipras, the Greek prime minister, took political responsibility for the fires. 

 

Alexis Tsipras, Greek Prime Minister. 

I do not hide that I am shocked, just as I think everyone is. Pain, devastation, human 

lives that were lost in an unjust and unexpected way. Before the cabinet and the Greek 

people, I assume full political responsibility for the tragedy. We will never try to 

escape our responsibilities. 

 

And with us on the phone is Victor Ângelo, an international consultant and former 

Deputy Secretary-General of the United Nations, who lives in Brussels, the capital of 

Belgium. 

 

Victor, after the Portuguese tragedy last year, is now Greece's turn, with the difference 



that we are positioned in a more urban area. Alexis Tsipras came to take political 

responsibility for the event, but we still do not know what form to take that 

responsibility. 

Yes, it is true, the fires in Greece showed once again that there are structural problems, 

serious problems, deep in Greece and also in other countries as it existed and still 

exists in Portugal. In the case of Greece, we were faced with a situation in which there 

were several decades of illegal construction, often luxury constructions in coastal 

areas, near the sea, by rich people, who took advantage of their political connections 

to build houses with a great lack of respect for the urban structure, the infrastructures, 

the access, the access issues. Therefore, we have on the one hand this, we have on the 

other hand the inefficiency of the state, which has been unable in the last decades to 

solve this problem of disorderly and corrupt urban growth. And we also have a 

situation in which the cadastral register of the properties is old fashioned and does not 

allow in any way to perceive which are the lands that can be constructed, which are 

the lands that must remain rural. And all this, all this disorganization to the end means, 

on the one hand, that at the local level the state still does not work, and, on the other 

hand, it means that there is no political courage to solve these questions. 

 

Experts point out that years of austerity in Greece have left authorities poorly 

equipped to deal with situations. Can we make this relationship? 

These disasters are always very complex. Austerity played a role. I think, however, 

that the most important role was that the state for decades has been inefficient and 

corrupt. 

 

And how should the European Union stand in the face of these consecutive tragedies? 

Can Brussels play a more active role in supporting gender issues? 

There is already a civil protection mechanism at EU level. It is clear that this 

mechanism is still at an early stage and to some extent this initial phase does not 

allow for such a massive response, as strong as one might expect. But the truth is that 

it worked in the case of Greece, it worked also in the case of Sweden, where we have 

so far registered 65 fires in 2018, when the average in previous years has been three 

fires a year in Sweden. That is, we are here in an extremely abnormal situation, 

extremely serious. The European civil protection mechanism is already working, but 

it still works in a very early, very incipient way and needs, of course, greater 

coordination and above all a central authority at Brussels level that can quickly trigger 

cooperation between states in combating these disasters natural. 

 

III. 

 

And we continue through Portugal. 

 

Emmanuel Macron was in Lisbon and met with the Portuguese Prime Minister, 

António Costa. It was there that he defended that European Union with a lighter 

structure and association agreements with Russia and Turkey, as the journalist Lina 



Ferreira tells us. 

  

The French President, Emmanuel Macron, defended in Lisbon a Europe with a lighter 

structure. The president of France described Europe as an organization of "concentric 

circles, perhaps beyond the current 27" member states. 

Statements made at a conference on the future of Europe at the Calouste Gulbenkian 

Foundation in Lisbon, attended by Portuguese Prime Minister António Costa. 

As for the regions around the current borders of the European bloc, the French head 

of state defended association agreements with countries like Russia and Turkey. 

Macron and Costra showed to be in tune in several themes: migrations and populisms 

were some of them. For the French official, the forthcoming European elections are 

absolutely decisive. It will be a debate between extremes: the nationalists, those who 

defend the European divide, and the European progressives, Macron said. 

 

Emmanuel Macron, President of France 

The fate of our Europe is decided over the next five years. 

 

António Costa has spoken in a Europe with more money. 

 

António Costa, Prime Minister of Portugal 

If we want to live up to what we have promised Europeans, we must put into the 

budget of Europe what Europe needs to do to fulfill what it has done to European 

citizens. Europe can not want to have more defense, more internal security, more 

innovation and less resources for the European Union. 

 

With regard to the integration policies of immigrants in Europe, António Costa 

defended the adoption of measures favorable to family reunification and to the 

valorization of the school. 

 

+++ 

 

Lina Ferreira on the meeting between Emmanuel Macron and António Costa. 

 

A balance of this French visit to Portugal, Victor. 

I would like to make a positive assessment. The truth is that Macron has a European 

agenda, he is thinking about the elections to the European Parliament in May 2019 

and he obviously wanted this agenda to be part of the core of the electoral campaign 

that will lead to the elections. But the truth is also that Macron has had a lot of trouble 

getting his ideas forward at European level. He was counting heavily on Angela 

Merkel's support. Angela Merkel has a lot of problems in Germany's internal politics. 

I was counting on other European leaders, particularly the leaders of Belgium and the 

Netherlands, and the truth is that in Belgium the concern at the moment is the 

preparation of the internal elections. And the Netherlands has, to some extent, become 

a Eurosceptic country. So, Macron needs to find new allies and I believe Macron sees 



the Portuguese prime minister, and now also the new prime minister of Spain, two 

possible allies. 

 

We have heard in this play that the two politicians have long been united, both 

migration and the issue of populism. What else? 

I believe there is a view shared by both of them from a deeper Europe. On the other 

hand, there is also a view that Europe has to evolve at various speeds. And either 

António Costa or Emmanuel Macron think that the only way to advance the European 

project is to make it advance through concentric circles, that is, the countries that are 

in the inner circle in the circle of the center will advance faster and then and so on. 

This type of speech is especially necessary, given the great difficulties that have 

existed with the countries of Eastern Europe and, in particular, with Hungary, with 

Poland, but also with the other Visegrad countries, the Czech Republic and Slovakia. I 

think that Macron and António Costa will, to some extent, advance the idea that 

whoever wants a more integrated Europe, is aligned with the front platoon, whoever 

thinks that nationalism remains the basic pillar of the European Union, will be 

evidently in the late pack. 

 

Victor spoke in the European elections. Macron acknowledges that these elections are 

absolutely decisive and that it is a debate between extremes. 

And we are already witnessing a set of positions: on the one hand, the position 

defended by Emmanuel Macron of a more integrated Europe, the position that I 

would call Europeanist. On the other hand, deeply nationalist positions, such as those 

of Viktor Orbán. Interestingly, this weekend, Viktor Orbán in an interview that gives 

in Germany attacks directly the French president and says that it does not agree with 

the vision that Emmanuel Macron has of Europe. He goes on to repeat that Europe is 

a nation-based construction and that the question of the nation remains a fundamental 

issue. And we will certainly have the anti-European extremists, most likely around 

Salvini. The European elections of 2019 will be a close political struggle between 

three major currents: the Europeanist current, the nationalist current and 

anti-European extremism. 

 

IV. 

 

And we are back to the conversation with Victor Angelo. 

 

And at last week's meeting between Donald Trump and Jean-Claude Juncker was 

Washington's promise that there will be no additional charges on cars imported from 

Europe. 

A new phase in trade relations between the two regions, Trump said. More with the 

journalist Fátima Valente. 

 

"We have reached an agreement today," said European Commission President 

Jean-Claude Juncker, alongside US President Donald Trump. 



Last week, the two leaders announced a new understanding aimed at ending the trade 

dispute between Washington and Brussels. 

A crisis that arose from the application of US tariffs on imports of steel and aluminum 

from the European Union. 

Donald Trump said the two sides want to move towards "zero customs duties" in 

industrial exchanges. An exception will be made to the automotive sector. 

 

Donald Trump, President Of The United States 

We have today agreed, first and foremost, to work together to abolish all tariffs, all 

non-tariff barriers and all subsidies for industrial products, excluding cars. We will 

also work to reduce barriers and increase trade in services, chemicals, 

pharmaceuticals, and medical products, in addition to soy. Soy is very important. 

 

Jean-Claude Juncker has already signaled the European intention to promote imports 

of liquefied natural gas from the United States. 

 

Jean-Claude Juncker, President of the European Commission 

We have identified several areas in which we will work together to abolish tariffs on 

industrial goods. This was my main intention. We have decided to strengthen our 

energy cooperation. We will build more terminals to import liquefied natural gas from 

the United States. This is also a message to others. 

 

Another announcement coming out of the White House meeting is aimed at reforming 

the World Trade Organization. 

There is a commitment to combat unfair commercial practices, including the theft of 

intellectual property and the forced transfer of technology. 

 

+++ 

 

Fatima Valente about the meeting between Trump and Juncker. It is recalled that in 

March tariffs of 25% were applied to European steel imports and 10% to aluminum 

imports. 

Brussels threatened to retaliate with new taxes amounting to € 2.8 billion. 

 

Victor, what points do you draw from this understanding between the European Union 

and the United States? 

The fact that Juncker said that Europe would import a lot more soybeans coming to 

the United States was music to Donald Trump's ears because a good part of his 

constituency lives in states that produce large quantities of soybeans. It was also 

important that Juncker talked about the gas. This is a very important issue for the 

American president, also for political and electoral reasons. Jean-Claude Juncker, 

speaking of soy, talking about liquid gas and higher European imports of these two 

goods was very pleasing to the US president, as well as the fact that he had promised 

to start negotiations to abolish tariffs for various products - and in particular for 



industrial products which could be marketed between the two parties. And this, of 

course, allows the American president to say that he has won a victory in the sense 

that it will facilitate the export of American industrial products to Europe. 

 

And how do European leaders look at the deal? 

While on the German side Jean-Claude Juncker received full support, and above all 

for the fact that he succeeded in getting the issue on car fares deferred, so that in the 

coming months there would be no danger of import taxes on European vehicles and 

this is a very important issue for the Germans. But not only for the Germans, for other 

countries that manufacture cars here in Europe. 

The only voices with reservations that have been heard about Juncker's visit were the 

voices of both the French president and his Minister of Economy, and fundamentally 

because they are afraid that this kind of understanding will be extended to agricultural 

issues and that Europe will pass to import more freely American agricultural products. 

This would call into question the interests of French agriculture and that is the great 

fear on the French side. 

 

How important is this understanding to Jean-Claude Juncker himself - who seems to 

have been better at approaching Trump than the representatives of the major European 

powers? 

Yes, Juncker achieved what Macron and Merkel - who had also been in Washington 

recently - failed to win the sympathy of Donald Trump and, to some extent, win 

concessions from the American president. That is why Jean-Claude Juncker gives to 

some extent the impression that was more successful in his visit than very important 

leaders such as Macron and Merkel. It is also true that Jean-Claude Juncker needed 

this kind of success because he had recently had very serious problems in terms of his 

public image and his public image was slipping rapidly in the sense that it was not at 

all favorable to him and the truth is that he came back from Washington with a 

stronger image and certainly with an image that will allow many to forget what had 

happened a week or two before the NATO summit. 

 

V. 

 

It was Victor Ângelo, resident commentator of Magazine Europe. 

 

And before we said goodbye, we still had time for a cultural note. 

Portuguese cinema is this year focused on the program "First Look" of the 71st 

edition of the Locarno festival, which starts tomorrow in Switzerland. 

In this section will be exhibited six films in the post-production phase, for a audience 

composed only by professionals. Among the films are "Campo" by Tiago Hespanha, 

"Gabriel" by Nuno Bernardo, "Golpe de Sol" by Vicente Alves do Ó. 

The Locarno Festival runs until 11 August and includes other Portuguese films - two 

are in competition: "3 years later", a short film by Marco Amaral and also "Sobre tudo 

sobre nada", the first work by Dídio Pestana. 



This year the festival will open with "Les beaux esprits" by Vianney Lebasque, and 

ends with "I feel good" by Benoît Delépine and Gustave Kervern. 

Also worthy of mention is the presence of the Brazilian films "Temporada", by André 

Novais Oliveira, and "Seduction of the flesh" by Júlio Bressane. 

 

See you next week! 

 

[Datasheet] 

 

With the edition and presentation of Catarina Domingues, analysis of Victor Ângelo 

and coordination of Hélder Beja, Magazine Europe is the result of a collaboration 

between Radio Macau and the University of Macau within the framework of the Jean 

Monnet Magazine Europe project. 

 

The views expressed do not necessarily represent the official positions of the various 

institutions of the European Union. 

 

The Jean Monnet Magazine Europe project is a partnership between the University of 

Macao and the Institute of European Studies of Macao, co-financed by the European 

Union under the Erasmus + Program. 

 

We are on Facebook in Europe Magazine. 

 




