
I. 

 

In the United Kingdom, he resigned as minister responsible for leaving the country 

of the European Union. It happens 48 hours after Theresa May has said she has 

persuaded the government to an agreement that provides for a smoother Brexit. 

 

And in Brussels, thousands of people took to the streets to speak out against the 

NATO summit and the presence of Donald Trump at the event. News reports that 

the United States leader, who will also be in the UK, is avoiding the British capital. 

 

Earlier this week: Polish Supreme Court Justice challenges controversial law 

passed by the Warsaw Government. 

 

II. 

 

Welcome to the Europe Magazine, 

 

In the UK, Brexit Minister David Davis resigned. It happened 48 hours after Prime 

Minister Theresa May announced that her government had agreed to a smoother 

Brexit. More with the journalist Marta Melo. 

 

The minister responsible for Brexit, David Davis, has been a strong supporter of the 

UK's exit from the European Union under the government of Theresa May. 

An executive who divides himself between those who advocate a clean exit and those 

who want to maintain connections close to the block. 

The pro-Brexit group has criticized Theresa May for holding that the prime minister's 

plans keep the UK too close to the European Union. 

David Davis, a Eurosceptic, appointed two years ago to head a cabinet for the UK's exit 

from the bloc, threatened to step down several times. 

Now he made the decision, just two days after Theresa May announced a collective 

agreement with the government he leads to negotiate a "soft Brexit" with Brussels. 

An agreement proposing the creation of a free trade area with the European Union. 

 

Theresa May, British Prime Minister 

This will maintain high standards, there will be common rules for industrial goods and 

agricultural products, but we also want to ensure that nothing will change without 

consent, without the approval of our parliament. This is a proposal which I believe will 

be good for the UK and good for the European Union. 

 

The agreement also provides that the United Kingdom is no longer under the 

jurisdiction of the European Court of Justice, although it respects the decisions of that 

court in areas where common rules are in force. 

 

Marta Melo on the dismissal of David Davis. The minister who was replaced by 



the now Secretary of State for Housing, Dominic Raab. 

 

And with us from Brussels is Victor Ângelo, international consultant and resident 

commentator of Magazine Europe. 

 

Victor, a first comment to the dismissal of David Davis. 

He - and I have seen the resignation letter he sent to Theresa May - thinks that what 

was approved last week's Council of Ministers is an unrealizable plan and is a plan that 

will ultimately give even more advantages to the European Union than to the United 

Kingdom, that is to say, he thinks that the plan approved is a plan that subordines British 

interests, from British interests to European interests and that probably will not leave 

any capacity for maneuver and political independence to the British. 

 

Does Victor agree with this view? 

I think so, I think that what was approved last week, which is inspired by the idea of a 

soft Brexit in reality is a bureaucratically very complicated plan, with many 

administrative scenarios, which opens the door to many implementation difficulties and 

even opens the door to certain customs frauds. And, moreover, it is a plan which 

probably can not be accepted by Brussels in that it provides, with regard to industrial 

goods and in the case of agricultural goods, that there is a free movement of goods 

between British space and the European area, but on the other hand, with regard to 

services and the movement of people, there will continue to be huge restrictions 

imposed by the British. One of the fundamental principles of the European Union is the 

indivisibility of the common market, that is to say, the indivisible integrity of the four 

freedoms: the freedoms of the people, the movement of people, goods, services and 

capital. 

 

And then what are we going to stay. Brussels does not accept, what is the agreement? 

Brussels is increasingly convinced that there will be no agreement signed between the 

two parties in March of next year and that the transitional period will probably have to 

be extended. Brussels thinks that the United Kingdom will probably need another 

political leadership, will need a clarification of its internal political priorities, before it 

can be in a position to negotiate with Brussels what will be the future relationship. 

 

III. 

 

Future uncertain then for Brexit and also for the UK political framework. After 

recording this comment, he was dismissed Boris Johnson, British Minister of Foreign 

Affairs. 

Theresa May has already accepted the resignation of the minister, thanked the work 

Johnson has developed while in office and wrote in a statement that the replacement 

will be announced shortly. 

The resignation of Boris Johnson comes at a particularly difficult time for the stability 

of the British government, which is divided as to the terms of Brexit. 



 

And yet in Brussels, thousands of people took to the streets of the Belgian capital 

this weekend to speak out against the NATO summit, which begins tomorrow. 

A protest that has challenged the "militarization of an international policy" that 

"excludes people," as journalist Lina Ferreira tells us. 

 

A demonstration that gathered about 3,000 people Saturday in Brussels and was led by 

non-governmental organizations such as Amnesty International. 

It was just a few days before NATO's annual summit, which starts tomorrow in the 

Belgian capital. 

The protest challenges the Atlantic Alliance's annual summit, the presence of Donald 

Trump in the event and the "militarization of an international policy" that organizers 

say "excludes people." 

A summit that is difficult to guess. Earlier this month, Trump sent letters to NATO allies 

complaining of insufficient contributions from their respective countries to the Atlantic 

Alliance. 

A subject that was already addressed by the American leader last year during the 

inauguration of NATO headquarters. 

 

Donald Trump, President of the United States of America 

23 of the 28-member states still do not pay what they owe and what they must pay for 

their defense. This is not fair to the people and to the taxpayers United States 

 

Still according to advanced news, the leader should not meet with the protests scheduled 

for this European visit. 

In the United Kingdom, where he will be after Brussels, Donald Trump should not see 

the balloon prepared with his baby version, with a diaper and a mobile phone in hand 

flying over the British Parliament. 

This is because the meetings are scheduled for locations far from the British capital. 

 

Lina Ferreira here on Donald Trump's plans on this European tour, which will 

then include a six-foot balloon, which is supposed to reveal the personality of an 

angry baby with a fragile ego and tiny hands. 

Trump has already responded and says he respects freedom of speech. 

 

Victor, what could happen at this summit? 

It is very difficult to predict what the US president will say and what will be the tweets 

he will post during and following the NATO summit. What is true is that Donald Trump 

has a very simplistic view - I would even say Manichean of the relationship between 

the United States and Europe. That is, he thinks that the European allies have always 

won and that the United States has always been losing and always paying. 

 

It was agreed that each country would pay 2% of GDP to NATO. That's one of the 

issues Donald Trump is going to bring to the summit. 



The NATO summit, which took place in Wales in 2016, passed a motion saying that the 

member countries of the Organization should spend 2% of their Gross Domestic 

Product on their defense, but also said that this target of 2% was for achieve by the year 

2024. Donald Trump, he is not respecting what was approved. 

But it is also true that some of the countries, in signing this commitment, had the 

impression that this was only a paper commitment. In fact, what Donald Trump is doing 

is insisting that national budgets allocate a larger share to military spending and this is 

not only a matter of national sovereignty, but it is also a matter of opinion public opinion 

and at the moment public opinion in many European countries is not in favor of an 

increase in military expenditure. 

 

And what actions will the US president take to make himself heard? 

It will particularly threaten Germany with the withdrawal of a significant portion of 

American troops stationed in Germany. It is also likely to threaten the withdrawal of 

US troops from the Baltic states. And this for some European countries is very 

important, because the Baltic countries are seen, on the one hand, as the front line in 

relation to Russia and, on the other hand, as a test of NATO cohesion, that is, if we are 

not in defense of the Baltic states, Article 5, which is the article of the common defense 

of NATO, that Article 5 ceases to have value and, to a certain extent, NATO itself no 

longer represents any kind of protection shield of European countries in relation to a 

very powerful neighbor and a relatively unpredictable neighbor such as Russia. So he 

could make such threats of this kind, he might also say that some kind of logistical 

support that is currently provided to European troops will no longer be present. It may 

make such threats, but in reality it seeks to increase the military expenditure of the 

countries of Europe, because that to some extent also responds to the interests of the 

war industries, especially the war industries of the United States . 

 

We have precisely the Russian question. It will be a week to see how this balance of 

forces in US-Europe-Russia relations will become. Now the case has also recently been 

reported of two more people poisoned with Novichok, the same agent that was used in 

the case of former agent Sergei Skripal, poisoned in the United Kingdom and to whom 

the United Kingdom blamed Russia. 

The question of Russia is an extremely divisive issue. On the one hand, there are several 

NATO countries that see Russia as the main threat within the European area, and in 

particular the countries of the East and also the United Kingdom. But on the other hand, 

there are other NATO member countries that do not see Russia as a very serious threat, 

but rather come from North Africa and, to a certain extent, migrations from the African 

continent and the Middle East as a major threat. That is, we have several European 

leaders, including Merkel and Theresa May looking east, and we have Macron, we have 

the Spaniards, we have the Italians and even the Portuguese looking south and seeing 

Russia only as a very threat far away, far away. This is also one of the reasons why 

NATO is said to be in crisis because of these kinds of divisions as to priority. 

 

IV. 



 

We're back to the conversation with Victor Angelo. 

Meanwhile we are going to Poland, where a Supreme Court justice is challenging a 

controversial judicial law. 

Malgorzata Gersdorf appeared on Wednesday for work. A gesture that challenges the 

new judicial reform in Poland, carried out by the Conservative Government of the 

Justice and Freedom party. 

It should be recalled that the legislation, in force about a week ago, forces the retirement 

of judges over 65 years. This measure led to the replacement of more than one-third of 

Supreme Court justices. 

 

In the meantime, the European Commission has already opened an infringement 

procedure against the country. 

 

Victor, what is the European Union's opinion on this new reform? 

We need to treat Poland very firmly, we can not accept a Member State of the European 

Union calling into question the rule of law and calling into question the separation of 

powers, that is to say, on the one hand , political power and, on the other hand, the 

judiciary. 

It is moreover not a question of replacing the judges and of having retired, let us say, 

those who are over 65 years of age. The next step is to appoint judges who are in favor 

of the ruling party, but it is mainly about new legislation allowing political power, and 

in particular Members, to challenge the judicial decisions passed by the Supreme Court 

of Justice of Poland. 

This is a situation that does not exist in any other European country where a parliament 

or a group of Members of Parliament can call into question or can overturn decisions 

taken by the judges of the Supreme Court of Justice. 

The European Union will lose all its moral authority at the international level if it has 

in its midst countries where political power completely dominates all spheres of 

national political life, including spheres of law. 

 

And to end the program today, I would also like to comment on a statement by João 

Lourenço, the Angolan president, who was in the European Parliament in Strasbourg. 

Lourenço was in tune with European leaders who are concerned about migration. The 

solution to halt flows across the Mediterranean passes through a new Marshall plan for 

the continent, the Angolan president said. 

Yes, this idea is an idea that has been on the table for some time, that it takes an 

exceptional effort that helps African development. The president of Angola once again 

emphasized the importance of such an idea. It is clear that European cooperation with 

Africa needs to be strengthened, it is clear that such cooperation also needs to be 

rethought in order to create employment opportunities and economic opportunities in 

Africa. 

But the Angolan president and other leaders, also European leaders ... No, I also speak 

of another question that is fundamental, which is the question of good governance in 



Africa. The issue of Africa is a development issue, but it is also a question of 

governance. And what we see in Africa is that many of the African governments are 

governments that do not take into account the general interests of populations. These 

are governments that often take advantage of international cooperation for their own 

benefit, that is, if there is no clear fight against corruption, if there is no clear fight 

against bad governance in Africa, any Marshall plan that can be put into will have the 

desired effects because in reality it will be privately appropriated, that is, it will be a 

new opportunity for African leaders to enrich. 

 

Victor Ângelo every week here with us in the Europe Magazine. 

Space still for a cultural point of view. 

An unpublished journal of José Saramago will be published. 

This is the "Last notebook of Lanzarote", corresponding to the 1998 journal, the year 

in which he won the Nobel Prize for Literature. It has edition of Porto Editora and 

arrives at bookstores on October 8. 

The announcement of the publication of the last volume of the writer's diaries was made 

last week by Manuel Alberto Valente, editor of Saramago's works since 2014, and also 

by Pilar del Rio at the José Saramago Foundation in Lisbon. 

Today we finish our programme here. See you next week. 
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