
I. 

 

Historical referendum liberalizes voluntary abortion in Ireland. "Yes" wins with 66.4% 

of the votes. 

 

In Italy, there is still a political impasse. Prime Minister-designate calls for elections 

after August if he does not have parliamentary support. 

 

European Union tries to save nuclear deal with Iran. After the German chancellor was 

in Russia, now it was the turn of French President Emmanuel Macron to meet Vladimir 

Putin to discuss the pact with Tehran. 

 

And still in this edition: proliferation of corruption through the 'gold visas' debated 

tomorrow in the European Parliament. 

 

II. 

 

Welcome to the Europe Magazine! 

 

The "yes" to abortion legalization has won in Ireland. 

The referendum to change one of the most restrictive abortion laws in the European 

Union accounted for 66.4% of the vote. 

Irish Prime Minister Leo Varadkar praised the culmination of a silent revolution in the 

country. 

 

Leo Varadkar, Prime Minister of Ireland 

I think what we saw today is the culmination of a quiet revolution that has been going 

on in Ireland for the last ten to twenty years. It has been an excellent exercise in 

democracy and the people have spoken. The people said they want a modern 

constitution for a modern country that trusts and respects women to make the right 

decisions about their own health. 

 

The Irish Government, which hopes to have a law by the end of the year, calls for 

women to be allowed to stop their pregnancies within the first 12 weeks with certified 

medical care. 

The option will have to be discussed with the pregnant woman, who will have to respect 

a period of three days of reflection. 

After that, you can then terminate the pregnancy. 

Abortion becomes possible in Ireland, three years after the referendum also legalized 

same-sex marriage. 

 

And with us on the phone from Brussels is Victor Ângelo, international consultant and 

resident commentator for Magazine Europe. 

 



Victor, what do these Irish results say today? 

I believe that the Prime Minister of Ireland was quite clear in showing that the 

referendum revealed a new Ireland, an Ireland much more open to questions of society, 

an Ireland capable of voting in the order of two thirds of the voters in favor of the 

abolition of restrictions on abortion and this is very important in a country that 

continues to be marked by the Catholic religion and, to a certain extent, a country that 

we have associated here in Europe with a very traditional view of life in society and the 

relations between men and women. 

 

Ireland comes from a group of countries that have the toughest laws in this field in the 

European Union - Poland, Malta and Cyprus. What is the significance of this moment 

in the European context? 

Ireland comes out of this referendum closer to the modern values of Europe and to some 

extent this may have an impact on what will happen in Poland, which is the great 

country of the European Union which remains very conservative and where the Church 

continues to play a very preponderant role with regard to cultural attitudes as far as 

social relations are concerned. 

This may have some influence on the evolution of Polish mentalities, although I have 

some difficulties in seeing a positive development in the coming times in Poland, given 

that the regime of government in Warsaw is a government that needs the support of the 

more conservative masses, including the support of the Catholic Church and will do all 

that is possible so that the Catholic Church continues to play a preponderant role in 

determining what should be the main cultural values that will inspire the people of 

Poland. 

 

+++ 

 

António Costa, Prime Minister of Portugal 

Assuring all those who wish to have the freedom to have a dignified death, to be able 

to resort to euthanasia. 

 

Victor, we just heard António Costa, the Portuguese prime minister in the Socialist 

Party co-management. In Portugal, the question of euthanasia is discussed, with several 

dissonant voices. The bills presented will be debated and voted today in the Assembly 

of the Republic. What can you expect from this debate? 

It is a theme that to some extent stirs the most conservative populations in Portugal and 

we also have to take into account that there was a negative opinion on the bill that is on 

the table and that negative opinion was from the National Council of Ethics for Science 

of life. I think it is necessary to take such opinions into account. That is, when a national 

council which has been established and approved and supported by several 

governments over the last decades gives a negative opinion on a bill that is going to be 

discussed and probably voted on and perhaps even approved in Parliament it is 

necessary to take into account opinions, and it is necessary for people, and in particular 

Members, to raise the deeper issues that the opinion has not failed to raise. 



 

Does the right to assisted death make sense? 

At present, there is already an instrument in Portugal that is the Living Testament, 

which allows every Portuguese citizen to clearly express the health care that he or she 

wishes to receive or which he does not want to receive when he is unable to express his 

will, be able to state clearly what treatment should be followed. This Living Testament 

is to a certain extent already a step in the direction of euthanasia, that is, in the sense of 

a choice of the way to end life. 

At present, in Europe, only Switzerland, Belgium and the Netherlands allow medically 

assisted death. Portugal may be the fourth country. Does this represent a civilizational 

advance compared to the other European countries? It is a debatable question. I 

personally am in favor of euthanasia, and I have been in the past involved in decisions 

where it was necessary to decide whether or not to interrupt the treatment that was being 

given to a particular person. And the decision at that time was to stop the treatment 

because there was no way in which that person could regain consciousness and it was 

not advisable to artificially maintain his life. 

 

Victor has lived in Belgium for many years. How do people look today for euthanasia? 

Euthanasia is part of people's normal lives today; in other words, it is not a problem, it 

is not an issue that is discussed and the Catholic Church itself accepts that decisions of 

this kind are taken in certain circumstances. The Belgian health system is prepared, on 

the one hand, to provide the palliative care that is needed, but also, on the other hand, 

to take the measures that people can decide on to put an end to a situation of life, which 

is an absolutely unbearable life situation. Also in Belgium, interestingly, in the last two 

years, new legislation has been passed that allows for the euthanasia of children and 

this was a very big step in a very debatable direction, but the truth is that it was approved 

and passed without any loud noises. 

 

III. 

 

And from Belgium we go to Italy. Here the political stalemate continues. 

 

Giuseppe Conte, politician 

As I have already advanced, I rejected the mandate entrusted to me by President 

Mattarella to form the government of change. 

 

Giuseppe Conte resigned the task of forming a new Government. 

Conte arrived at this decision after the candidacy of the Eurosceptic Paolo Savona as 

Minister of Economy was vetoed by the President of the Republic. 

Today, however, a new Italian Prime Minister, Carlo Cottarelli, was appointed. 

He said he would call for early elections after August if he did not get a vote of 

confidence from parliament. 

Both the 5-Star Movement and the League indicated that they would deprive the 

Cottarelli government of parliamentary support, implying that this will be a provisional 



government. 

 

IV. 

 

And still in Europe . 

 

Emmanuel Macron was in Russia to try to save the nuclear agreement with Iran. Also, 

in Vienna, representatives of the signatory countries of this pact met for the first time 

without the United States, as the journalist Lina Ferreira tells us. 

 

The Russian annexation of the Crimea has led to a deterioration of relations between 

Moscow and Brussels. 

But the latest decisions by Donald Trump have opened a new path to dialogue. 

The German chancellor was in Sochi, Russia, almost two weeks ago. And just a few 

days ago it was Emmanuel Macron's turn to visit Vladimir Putin in a European attempt 

to keep the nuclear deal with Tehran. 

Macron was trying to persuade Putin to include in the 2015 agreement also limitations 

on Iran's missile program. This was a requirement of the Trump administration, but the 

Tehran government sees as an interference in its right to self-defense. 

German Chancellor Angela Merkel was also in China. He told Xi Jinping that everyone 

has to win by keeping the agreement. 

 

Angela Merkel, Chancellor of Germany 

The deal is not perfect, but there is no better option. As such, we think and should 

continue to implement the agreement. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Meanwhile, at a meeting in Vienna, Iran said it was available to continue negotiating 

with the international community. 

Iranian Deputy Foreign Minister Abas Aragchi made the remarks after the meeting with 

the representatives of Russia, China, France, United Kingdom and Germany. 

 

+++ 

 

Lina Ferreira on the Iranian nuclear agreement. 

Meanwhile, Iranian President Hassan Rouhani has announced that he will go to China 

in June to meet with the Russian and Chinese leaders to try to salvage this nuclear deal. 

 

Victor, after the US announced the withdrawal of the pact with Iran, the European 

Union has been struggling to persuade the remaining parties to keep the agreement. Can 

this agreement survive? 

I think Europeans should have no illusions about the future of the agreement with Iran. 

With the United States leaving the agreement and with the current US policy of 

deepening sanctions against Iran, it is clear that the nuclear agreement with Iran is dying 

and will eventually die. This is my interpretation and this is the message I would like 



to spend here in Europe, is that with the departure of Americans it is very difficult to 

keep the agreement alive. Above all, because of the Iranian side, the agreement was 

seen as a possibility to be able to export oil again and to be able to have economic 

relations with the rest of the world, and in particular with the European area. However, 

European companies that in recent years, based on what was approved in the nuclear 

agreement with Iran, European companies have invested in Iran. But these European 

companies also have important investments in the United States. Between maintaining 

economic relations with Iran and maintaining economic and commercial relations with 

the United States, companies leave Iran, Iran loses the economic benefits that the 

agreement gave it and also ends up denouncing and leaving the agreement. 

 

Victor, and what about the cancellation of the summit with North Korea? 

It is clear that the announcement by President Donald Trump that the summit would not 

take place was met in Europe with some shock, with some surprise and, above all, with 

some dismay, in the sense that we expected here and in Brussels and elsewhere 

European Summit, that this summit would allow a certain relaxation of relations 

between the United States and North Korea and also a certain easing of tensions in the 

Far East. 

There are indications at the moment - and especially after the South Korean president 

met with leader Kim Jong-Un over the weekend in the demilitarized zone - that the 

summit issue is likely to be seen again and that the two leaders if they meet on June 12 

in Singapore. There is a certain hope in Brussels that this may happen, that is, that there 

is a change. 

 

IV. 

 

We're back to the conversation with Victor Angelo. 

 

And this week until Thursday, the European Parliament will meet in Strasbourg. In 

debate will be the proliferation of corruption and crime through the 'gold visas'. More 

with the journalist Marta Melo. 

 

The European Parliament opened a plenary session in Strasbourg today, which will be 

marked by the debate on cuts in agricultural and cohesion policies already announced 

in the EU's budget proposals for 2021-2027. 

Other issues, such as the proliferation of corruption and crime through 'gold visas', will 

also be on the table. 

Ana Gomes, MEP and Vice-President of the European Parliament's Committee on 

Financial Crimes, called the gold visas program "a perverse scheme" and "a scheme of 

prostitution of European citizenship and which jeopardizes security in the Schengen 

area. 

At the end of the year, this same commission will report on this program, which came 

into force in 2012. 

By 2017, the visas represented an investment of 656 billion euros, of which 595 billion 



euros were invested in real estate acquisition. 

 

I started by asking. What reading can be made of the attribution of citizenship to non-

EU citizens through investment? 

I think it's a wrong policy. The nationality of any European Union country should not 

be attributed to an investor coming from outside the European area purely and simply 

because he invested in the economy of a particular country in the European area. It is 

one thing to attribute the nationality, it is another thing to assign a residence visa. I think 

it is possible to predict a situation or to predict situations where investors - especially 

investors with very strategic investments - can qualify for residence visas in European 

countries, but that does not mean that they automatically receive the nationality of the 

state where they are investing. This difference, this distinction has to be made. On the 

other hand, we must also take into account the following: It is that any residence visa 

should only be awarded after the individual past of the applicant to the visa has been 

carefully examined by the European security services. 

 

We have several cases that have been denounced in Portugal. We also have cases in 

Cyprus, which is also being accused of 'selling citizenship' to corrupt billionaires from 

Russia and Ukraine. What can we expect from the debate tomorrow in the European 

Parliament? 

The European Parliament could put a lot of pressure on EU member states to tighten 

the scrutiny of applicants for residence visas. 

 

And in other areas, what to expect from this debate in Strasbourg, Victor? 

Debates, in particular on the European Union's relations with Israel, will be followed 

closely. The European Union has a very ambiguous relationship with the Israeli state. 

Israel is a typical case that would justify political and economic sanctions on the part 

of Europe. That is to say, in relation to, for example, the Russians we approve sanctions 

and in relation to the Israelis we do not approve sanctions. This issue of Europe's 

relations with Israel is an issue that needs to be discussed, not least because it has a very 

large impact on how it relates to the Palestinian situation, but also to several countries 

in the Middle East. 

It is also important that the European Union be seen as more objective towards Israel 

in the sense that it increases its moral authority when, for example, it is dealing with 

other cases in other parts of the world. 

 

V. 

 

Analysis by Victor Ângelo in this Europe Magazine. 

 

And before we say goodbye, our cultural note. 

The Alkantara Festival celebrates until the 9th of June 25 years of life. There are 22 

artist shows from four continents on the Lisbon stage. 

Founded by Mónica Lapa, choreographer and dancer, the festival happened for the first 



time in 1993. It began by being called Danças na Cidade. It is an event that brings dance 

to other arts, as is the case theater. 

We finished here today, we go a month of vacations and we return in the beginning of 

July. See you then! 
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