
I. 

 

5-Star Movement and Liga Norte announce a government pact in Italy and 

propose the expulsion of half a million immigrants; 

 

Relations between Washington and Brussels dominate Sofia summit. Meeting of 

the 28 European leaders in Bulgaria ends without promises regarding the 

enlargement of the European Union to the Balkans; 

 

And this week under review: The Economic Partnership Agreement signed 

between Brussels and Japan. It is the largest trade pact ever negotiated by the 

European Union. 

 

II. 

 

Welcome to the Europe Magazine! 

 

In Italy, the 5-Star Movement and the League have concluded a joint government 

program that includes the mass expulsion of immigrants. Also, the reduction of 

competences of the European Union, as the journalist Sofia Jesus tells us. 

 

Details of the 5-star Movement and League League program are already known. 

Italy remains in the Euro, contrary to what has been stated, but the expulsion of some 

500,000 illegal immigrants goes even further. 

The two-party government program provides a large space for immigration 

management. It is proposed to reform the so-called Dublin Convention, which regulates 

the application process of refugees seeking political asylum and expel illegal 

immigrants. 

The two Eurosceptic parties also propose to reduce the powers of the European Union. 

The pact notes that Italy will call for full compliance with the objectives of the 

Maastricht Treaty of 1992 and considers it necessary to review the structure of 

European economic governance. 

Sources from both parties have announced that leaders Luigi Di Maio and Matteo 

Salvini have already reached an agreement on a government program and a name for 

prime minister, ending a deadlock of two months, after a legislative election of 

inconclusive results and which triggered several rounds of unsuccessful negotiations. 

 

Sofia Jesus here with the new developments in Italy. Until the recording of this 

program, the name of the prime minister had not yet been announced. The media 

says it will be a third person, who belongs neither to the League nor to the 5-Star 

Movement. 

 

III. 

 



And from Italy to Bulgaria: the 28 leaders of the European bloc met in Sofia last 

Thursday at a summit aimed at strengthening relations with six countries in the Western 

Balkans, with a view to enlarging the bloc. 

No promises were made as to future accessions to the European project, although 

Donald Tusk reinforced that there is no plan B. 

 

Donald Tusk, President of the European Council 

Historically, geographically, mentally, culturally, this region is part of Europe. And that 

has political consequences. 

 

Portuguese Prime Minister António Costa shares the same view of French leader 

Emmanuel Macron, who said that a new enlargement has to be viewed with prudence 

and rigor. 

 

António Costa, Prime Minister of Portugal 

How can we invite anyone else to join the European Union without being able to 

consolidate what has been the most ambitious project so far launched, which was 

Economic and Monetary Union? At a time when Europe is so divided here in the 

discussion of the next multiannual financial framework, how can we be inviting others 

to join us? First, we have to clean our house. 

 

The differences between the European leaders did not remain with the accession of new 

countries. 

To mark the summit was the absence of the President of the Spanish Government. This 

is because of Catalonia. Mariano Rajoy refuses to promote pro-independence ambitions 

from other European regions, such as Kosovo, which unilaterally declared 

independence in early 2008. 

Nonetheless, Spain endorsed the joint statement in which the 28 countries of the bloc 

reaffirm their political commitment to the candidates for membership: Serbia and 

Montenegro, who are already formally negotiating terms for entry; Macedonia and 

Albania, who are waiting to receive a signal to begin the talks at the June European 

Council, as well as Bosnia and Herzegovina and Kosovo, with a long process. 

 

In the document, the commitment manifests itself in cooperation and investment to 

"increase connectivity in all its dimensions: transport, energy, digital, economic and 

human dimensions". 

But it was the departure of the United States from the Iranian nuclear agreement that 

eventually dominated this meeting. 

German Chancellor Angela Merkel has reaffirmed the connection to Tehran. 

 

Angela Merkel, Chancellor of Germany 

Everyone in the European Union shares the view that this agreement is not perfect, but 

we must maintain it and pursue negotiations with Iran on other issues, such as the 

ballistic missile program. 



 

With regard to relations with the United States, Jean-Claude Juncker, President of the 

European Commission, left a message. 

 

Jean-Claude Juncker, President of the European Commission 

We will not trade with the sword of Damocles over our heads. It's a question of dignity. 

 

IV. 

 

Statements by the President of the European Commission, speaking in Brussels on 

relations with Washington. 

And as regards the connection with the other side of the Atlantic, the European Union 

and also Japan have informed the World Trade Organization that they are prepared to 

take retaliatory action against the United States if the US government insists on 

imposing customs tariffs on imports of steel and aluminum. 

The Japanese government has said it has the right to charge tariffs on US products worth 

more than $ 400 million, an amount equivalent to the impact of the US government-

approved tax on Japanese products. 

The European Union has already sent to the WTO a list of American products on which 

it may apply additional import duties in the future if the exemption it benefits until June 

is not maintained. 

 

+++ 

 

However, it is already in July that the European Union and Japan are due to meet 

in Brussels to finalize the Economic Partnership Agreement. 

It is the largest trade pact ever negotiated by the European Union, as journalist 

Marta Melo tells us. 

 

It only goes into effect for the year, but almost everything is ready. 

Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe is due to visit the European Union headquarters 

in Brussels soon to sign the Economic Partnership Agreement between Tokyo and 

Brussels. 

The treaty should still be ratified by both parties and the objective is for it to enter into 

force by the end of March 2019. 

Brussels has already said that this is the most important bilateral free trade agreement 

ever signed by the European bloc. 

According to the understanding, the vast majority of the fees paid by companies in the 

European Union, amounting to one billion euros per year, will be removed. 

It will also open the Japanese market to European agricultural exports and increase the 

opportunities in a wide range of sectors. 

The European Commission estimates that the value of exports from the European Union 

could increase by up to € 20 billion. 

In addition, this agreement sets the highest standards in terms of work, safety, 



environmental and consumer protection, fully safeguards public services and has a 

chapter dedicated to sustainable development. 

 

+++ 

 

EU agreement with Japan. Together they account for around a quarter of world GDP. 

 

And with us on the phone to speak about this understanding is Victor Ângelo, 

international consultant and commentator resident in Magazine Europe that is this week 

in Japan. 

 

Victor, Brussels said that this is the largest bilateral trade agreement ever negotiated by 

the EU. 

Yes, and it's true. Japan is important to the European Union from a commercial point 

of view, so to speak. Japan occupies the seventh position with regard to the European 

Union's economic partners, that is to say, it is a significant partner, and this trade 

agreement allows for a totally free trade between the two parties, ie between the 

countries of the European Union This is of course important, on the one hand, because 

it will allow for an expansion of exports and imports for both sides, but it is also 

important because it is an example of what the type of relations between the European 

Union and other regions and other countries of the globe. 

This free trade agreement with Japan is an agreement, which will, for example, inspire 

the agreement that the European Union is trying to sign with the countries of South 

America and will certainly also inspire other trade agreements between the European 

Union and other parts of the globe. 

This agreement concerns virtually everything from agricultural products to industrial 

products, financial services, telecommunications, and, interestingly, robotics. 

 

What is the significance of this pact at a time when there is a trade war that starts in the 

United States and China and the European Union accuse each other of being 

protectionist? 

The agreement with Japan also has this political reading, that is, it allows the European 

Union to show both China and the United States that it is possible to establish a free 

trade regime with other parts of the world, a regime in which both parties win . And 

beyond economic issues, beyond trade issues, it is clear that the European Union's 

relationship with Japan has always in mind what that could mean, particularly in 

relation to China. Indeed, many of the political, economic and even cultural relations 

between Europe and Japan are always in the background: to what extent can this 

influence the great love that exists, say, between the European Union and China, but 

that is a love with many difficulties. 

 

One of the important elements of this agreement has to do with whaling in Japan for 

scientific purposes, according to the Japanese government. But Greenpeace has already 

accused Brussels of not requiring sufficient guarantees for the protection of whales. 



How should the European Union address this issue? 

These issues are never linear issues, the fact is that the European Union and Japan are 

fully in agreement with the broad objectives of the Paris Agreement and I think they 

will be great allies in the implementation of all policies that may have an influence on 

the climate change, but also afterwards there are divergences and, in particular, 

divergences from Japan's whaling policy. But it is a very difficult issue to address 

because Japan will continue to invoke scientific pretexts and the European Union will 

listen to Greenpeace on the one hand , but on the other hand to take into account the 

commercial interests that govern relations with Japan and to some extent will try to hide 

behind these scientific justifications that Japan will give. 

In fact, it is not only in Japan's case that this problem exists. The European Union has 

a similar problem with Norway at the door of your home. Norway continues to do 

whaling, Norway being an example in terms of environmental protection. The 

European Union raises the question from time to time, but in reality it closes its eyes. 

And the truth is that the relations between Tokyo and Brussels are very good. However, 

here in Brussels it is thought that Japan has been somewhat overlooked by the EU 

member states, because they are so overshadowed by the relationship between the 

European Union and China that Japan ends up being relegated to a the end-of-page 

position. 

 

Do you agree, then, that there is a Sino-centric view of Asia in Brussels? 

Yes there is. Often when talking about the deepening of relations between Europe and 

the Far East, what is heard on the other side of the table is: deepening relations between 

Europe and China. When, in fact, some of us remember from the other side of the table, 

apart from China there are, in particular, Japan and South Korea, which are very 

important partners for the European Union and for which there is a has not been 

explored, that is to say, there has been a great deal of concern in concentrating all the 

attention on the relationship between Beijing and Brussels, and this has, to some extent, 

left little room for deepening political relations, economic relations, cultural relations 

between the European Union and Japan, for example. 

 

Could this Euro-Japanese partnership have been affected by the situation in Japan itself, 

a slowing economy, aging and declining population? 

No, I do not think so. I think that despite all of this, Japan, despite the economic 

difficulties and a certain slowing of growth, and of course also the question of 

population aging ... is an economy that weighs at the international level. But the truth 

is that, on the one hand, on the European side, the main concern has been to focus all 

the attention on the development of relations with China and, to a certain extent, for 

that, forgetting the other countries of the Far East and particularly Japan. And it is also 

true that Japan - this is a two-way matter - is also true that Japan has been much more 

concerned with developing its political and economic relations with the United States 

than with Europe and I think that, on the one hand, and the other on either Tokyo or 

Brussels, you need to think seriously about the enormous possibilities that exist for a 

deepening of relations between the two sides. 



 

In the meantime, another agreement, the Strategic Partnership Agreement, has been 

mentioned, what does it consist of? 

Such an understanding would go further than a mere commercial agreement and would 

relate, in particular, to relations in the area of defense, with relations, for example, in 

the area of politics and would also have to do with development aid. We can not ignore 

that Japan is now the fourth country in terms of development aid and there is a huge 

possibility for the European Union and Japan to coordinate their efforts and to 

contribute together, for example, to the development of Africa. In Japan there has been 

a revival of interest in Africa in recent times. And it was important for the European 

Union to exploit this rebirth, to join Japan and work together to help African countries 

overcome the immense difficulties they are facing at the moment. This would be 

advantageous for Africans, of course, would be advantageous for us Europeans, and to 

some extent corresponds very much to Japan's policy, which is a policy of further 

penetration in other parts of the world where it might be in competition with its neighbor, 

which is China. 

 

V. 

 

We return for the week to the conversation with Victor Ângelo.We also left a cultural 

note.The Museum of Design in London received the European Museum Award of the 

Year 2018 at a ceremony that took place in Warsaw, Poland. space was founded in 1989 

in East London, moving only two years ago to Kensington High Street.  

From Portugal, the National Car Museum in Lisbon and the National Railroad Museum 

at Entroncamento were among the 40 finalists The European Forum of Museums has 

awarded this recognition since 1977. We are here until the week! 

 

 [technical file]  

 

With edition and presentation by Catherine Domin Victor Ângelo's analysis and Hélder 

Beja's co-ordination, Magazine Europa is the result of a collaboration between Radio 

Macau and the University of Macao within the framework of the Jean Monnet 

Magazine Europa project.  

The opinions expressed here do not necessarily represent the official positions of the 

various institutions of the European Union. The Jean Monnet Magazine Europe project 

is a partnership between the University of Macao and the Institute of European Studies 

of Macao, co-financed by the European Union under the Erasmus + Program. We are 

on Facebook in Europe Magazine. 

 

 

 




