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I

Brussels determined to comply with nuclear agreement with Iran. In this
program we will look at the reactions of European leaders after Washington
announce that it will withdraw from the pact.

Parliament of Catalonia elects Quim Torra as president of the regional
government.

And today under analysis: "A Strip, A Route" and criticism of the European
Union to the mega Chinese initiative that wants to reactivate the old Silk Road
between China and Europe.

II.
Welcome to the Europe Magazine!

After Donald Trump announced the withdrawal of the United States from Iran's
nuclear deal, the European Union said it was determined to abide by the pact.

The High Representative for Foreign Policy and Security, Federica Mogherini,
stressed that the United States can not undo the agreement with this exit.

Federica Mogherini, Representative of the European Union

We hope that the rest of the international community will continue to do its part to
ensure that everything continues to be applied for the sake of our own collective
security.

Jean Yves Le Drian, French Foreign Minister also reacted immediately.

Jean Yves Le Drian, Minister for Foreign Affairs of France

For us, the agreement is not dead. We ask only three things to Iran: to prove the
maintenance of responsibilities, continue to scrupulously apply the agreement and
refrain from destabilizing behavior in the region.

Based on the agreement signed in 2015, Iran has gained access to some frozen goods
abroad. Also, to sell oil without any restrictions. In return, Tehran abdicated 97% of
the enriched uranium and dismantled the only plutonium reactor.

Donald Trump said that this is a faulty agreement.

Let us recall the moment when the American president announced to the world the
withdrawal of Washington from the pact.

Donald Trump, President of The United States

I am announcing to you today that the United States will withdraw from the Iranian
agreement. Within moments, I am going to sign a memorandum to begin
reintroducing the sanctions to the regime. We will institute the highest level of
economic sanctions. Any nation that helps Iran in the development of nuclear
weapons will also be subject to sanctions from the United States.

We will not allow American cities to be threatened by destruction. We will not allow
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the Iranian regime the possibility of accessing the deadliest weapons on earth.

Following this announcement, Tehran said it was willing to keep the nuclear
agreement with the remaining signatory countries.

President Hassan Rouhani stressed, however, that he could resume the nuclear
program if the interests of the country were not ensured.

Hassan Rouhani, President of Iran
I have given orders to the Iranian Atomic Energy Organization to prepare to act if
necessary, to resume enriching uranium without any limitations.

An agreement signed in 2015 by Iran and Russia, China, France, the United Kingdom,
Germany and the United States.

Unlike most of the international community, Israel supported the decision of Donald
Trump, along with Saudi Arabia, Bahrain and United Arab Emirates.

I11.

In Catalonia, the parliament elected yesterday Quim Torra president of the
regional government. The new leader once again underlined that Carles
Puigdemont is the legitimate president, as the journalist Lina Ferreira tells us.

Quim Torra is the new president of the regional government of Catalonia.

He is also one of the less well-known figures of the Catalan independentistas,
although it directed in 2015 during several months the powerful separative civic
association Omnium Cultural.

Now that he has been elected, he made clear in the first speech what his vision for the
region is.

He said that Carles Puigdemont is the legitimate president of the regional government
of that Spanish region and promised to be "loyal to the mandate" to "build an
independent State in the form of a Republic."

In the speech, he defended a Catalan "full nation" and stressed that no one will lose
rights. The republic is for everyone and it does not matter who votes, he said,
announcing that he will create a "council of state in exile" with former regional
president Carles Puigdemont.

The Spanish Government, led by Mariano Rajoy, has already warned that it could at
any time re-intervene in Catalonia if Quim Torra violates the constitution.

IV.
And turning the attention now to Asia.

We are currently considering a report by 27 European Union ambassadors on
the One Lane One Route initiative that wants to revive the old Silk Road
between China and Europe.

According to a report in the German newspaper Handelsblatt, diplomats signed
a critical document that challenges the aims of this project, as journalist Marta
Melo tells us.
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"European Union ambassadors are together against the Silk Road"

The title is from the German newspaper Handelsblatt which reports a report signed by
27 of the 28 European Union ambassadors in Beijing.

A document unveiled last month that calls into question the goals of China's "One
Track, One Route" mega initiative.

According to the English version of this publication, only Hungary was excluded
from this notice addressed to Beijing.

Portugal and 26 other member states warn that the project ignores international
standards of transparency, goes against the EU agenda of liberalizing trade and aims
to promote the interests of China and Chinese companies.

Among the several critics, the report also says that the new silk route intends to create
divisions in the 28 blocks.

The German newspaper also said that this critical report to the Beijing initiative is
part of the preparatory work for the European Union-China summit to be held in July
this year.

The South China Morning Post also highlighted the case, underlining the fact that the
European bloc is united on this issue.

The Hong Kong daily has a reaction from Beijing, which through the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs spokesperson stresses that the European Union has clarified that the
version of the German newspaper is imprecise.

Marta Melo on a report signed by 27 of the 28 ambassadors of the European Union in
Beijing. A document critical of China's mega initiative "One Track, One Route."

And with us on the phone is Victor Angelo, international consultant and commentator
resident of Magazine Europe, based in Brussels.

Victor, what is the first reading of this report?

It clearly shows that there are several concerns regarding this great One Lane, One
Route initiative. And one of the major concerns is certainly the concern to see Chinese
companies get all the infrastructure contracts related to this major project in the
coming decades, that is, here is an anxiety, let's say European, that European
companies do not will have access to public tenders that will be the basis for the
launch of these projects and will ultimately not benefit from these projects and that
"One Track, One Route" will fundamentally be a Chinese project, aimed at the
interests of Chinese companies.

The document also reveals that the European Union fears a division of the bloc, with
Greece and Hungary being heavily invested in China and being more vulnerable to
pressure from Beijing. Hungary was the only country that did not sign.

The Chinese have some contradictions with regard to the European Union. On the one
hand, here in Europe it is considered that China has supported the deepening of the
European Union and that China is in favor of the development of European
integration, but on the other hand, it is also known that China develops bilateral
relations with some European countries, so that these European countries can be
China's lawyers within the European Union. We have Hungary, we also have Greece,
but not only, we have other countries in Eastern Europe and, to a certain extent, we
also have Portugal also that has a position towards China that is more favorable than
many other European countries , that is to say, we have here a very interesting
situation in which China is in favor of European integration, but also wants to have
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within the European space a set of states that can defend Chinese interests and,
therefore, it invests in a special way in these countries. He invested, for example, in
the Port of Piraeus, Greece. It is investing heavily in the electricity industries in
several countries, notably in Portugal.

And speaking of Portugal, we interviewed the Portuguese ambassador in Beijing
about this report. José Augusto Duarte devalued the document and said that the way
this information passed out was distorted. Victor, let's hear it.

José Augusto Duarte, Portuguese Ambassador to the People's Republic of China

It was a German newspaper, the Handelsblatt, which reported it as a leak of targeted
information, someone who wants to distort certain information grabs it and distorts it,
doing fake news, which is quite a fashionable thing. There is no statement from any
European political leader to be against President Xi Jinping's "One Track, One Route"
initiative. None, there is not a single one. The ambassadors of these European Union
member states in Beijing follow the instructions of their governments. What they can
do from time to time is to study and give opinions on a certain concrete aspect of
some matters, but even in these matters they meet in consensus. These are internal
documents which do not have to have any binding effect on relations between the
European Union and China, much less call into question the relationship or
preparation of the EU-China summit for July. It is not a question, it is up to the
European bloc to defend the interests of the European bloc, it is also up to the Chinese
side to defend China's interests, but I think it is normal that in this defense of interests
from time to time there will be small business tensions.

- Does Portugal have reservations?

No, Portugal has no reservations and the opinions that have been conveyed by the
Portuguese authorities have been unequivocal on this.

Victor, what reading can you make of these statements?

There must have been a technical document produced by European embassies in
Beijing. This document should have some reservations, or some critical remarks about
the "One Track, One Route" project, but it was clearly not the official position of the
European Union. It was merely an internal, technical document prepared by the
embassies.

But the fact that it was revealed by a prestigious German newspaper, which is a
business newspaper, is a newspaper that German investors and businessmen read
daily, put, so to speak, the European ambassadors in Beijing standing and they ended
up having to deny the existence of this - they did not deny the existence of this
document - but ended up having to turn to the information that would allow the
Chinese government to say that Europe fundamentally supports the project "One
Track, One Route" .

We also have statements from IMF Director-General Christine Lagarde, who warned
in Beijing that the New Silk Road could "lead to a problematic increase in
borrowing." Are these economic risks a concern for Brussels too?

Of course, certainly because we are talking about very large infrastructure projects
that require huge resources. These resources will certainly be lent by China and,
therefore, China has set up a special bank for international infrastructures. European
countries and not only European countries, but also certain countries of Central Asia
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will borrow from this bank and this, of course, will increase the financial dependence
of certain states on China. But that's not just the point. The point is also that Europe
would like to see this economic relationship with China as a two-way road and not
just a route that comes from East to West or from China to Europe.

And how has China reacted to these criticisms?

The impression that exists here in Europe is that the Chinese are not yet ready to
easily accept any critical position that comes from Europe, be it in relation to the
"One Track, One Route" project, or criticism related to human rights or Tibet, that is,
at the moment, the impression that exists here is that it is still not very easy to criticize
the Chinese government on certain issues, but in spite of everything it is thought that
there has been some progress and that outside public cameras, outside the television
cameras and in the meeting rooms, behind closed doors, it is possible to raise some of
these issues and, little by little, the Chinese position may evolve in the direction that
may be closer to the values that Europe stands for it.

What role can Europe play in this project?

Europe certainly wants to be involved in investments and European companies are
also committed and are also considered as candidates for the realization of these
works and, on the other hand, Europe is clearly interested in the development of
communications between the European space and space which are two very important
spaces. We must not forget that trade between Europe and China is at present quite
important. Last year, in 2017, trade on both sides reached of € 600 billion, which is a
considerable sum. It has huge possibilities to continue growing. On the other hand,
there is a clear understanding here in Brussels that the Chinese prefer to invest in the
European area and that they will certainly continue to invest in the European area in
economic terms in financial terms. I think that the prejudices that have existed in the
past, relative to the yellow peg, in relation to the Chinese, these prejudices are today
overlapping. The new European generations no longer look at the relations between
peoples in this way, but it is of course still very important - and still important - that
fundamental issues of democracy, fundamental issues of people, and respect for
certain the culture of Tibet.

V.
Victor Angelo, resident commentator of Magazine Europe

And before we finish, we leave the usual cultural point of view. Attention to those
who love gardens.

France organizes the Rendez-vous aux Jardins.

Between 1 and 3 June, more than 2000 gardens, including historic, contemporary, will
be open to the public.

During this period there will also be organized exhibitions, seminars and concerts,
and an opportunity to meet gardeners and botanists.
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As part of the European Heritage Year, Rendez-vous will for the first time extend to
other countries as well: Germany, Croatia, Spain, Estonia, Hungary and Ireland are
just a few of the examples

We stayed here until the week!
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