
I. 

 

The proposed budget for the European Union provides for cuts of around 5% in 

funding for the Cohesion Policy and for the Common Agricultural Policy. The 

Community executive advocates the modernization of both and considers it a 

reasonable and realistic budget. 

 

In local English elections: Conservative and Labor leaders satisfied with results. 

UKIP, pro-Brexit party was the great defeated. 

 

And in this issue still: carbon emissions increase in the European Union. 

 

II. 

 

Jean-Claude Juncker, President of the European Commission 

We propose for the following period a reasonable, realistic budget of € 1279 billion, or 

1.11% of the European Union's GDP. That is why we have had to accept, at times 

contradicted, reductions in existing policies. This really affects the Common 

Agricultural Policy and Cohesion Policy. 

 

Remarks by the President of the European Commission, Jean-Claude Juncker, during 

the presentation of the proposal for the multiannual budget for the period 2021-2027. 

A pragmatic budget, in the Commission's words, which compensates for the loss of 

revenue from Brexit. Some 5% cuts are proposed in the Common Agricultural Policy 

and in Cohesion Policy, which are major strands of development for the European 

Union. It is also advocated the modernization of these two policies. 

European Commissioner for Agriculture Phil Hogan said that Portugal will not suffer 

cuts in direct payments to farmers. 

 

Phil Hogan, European Commissioner for Agriculture 

As regards payments per hectare, there will be no reduction of direct payments to 

countries such as Romania, Slovakia and Portugal. 

As far as individual payments to farmers are concerned, when we consider the cap-and-

trade system, which we are about to introduce, we realize that the impact of these cuts 

will be smaller for small and medium-sized farmers. 

 

And with us on the phone from Brussels is Victor Ângelo, Magazine Europe's resident 

commentator and international consultant. 

 

Victor, the proposal was made, it is now up to the member countries to improve this 

budget proposal. He asked her, first, for a reaction to the numbers. 

All budgets, both national, and especially EU, are highly political. They have strategic 

implications in terms of the strategy to follow in terms of priorities and it is clear that 

the new budget clearly shows which priorities the European Commission will propose 



for the coming years. But on the other hand, this is the first budget that will take place 

after the Brexit, that is, it is a budget in which it will be necessary to fill the hole left by 

the exit of the United Kingdom. It has a hole of around 13 billion euros per year and 

this of course also has implications in budgetary terms. 

 

And agriculture, does this cut make sense in such a decisive sector? 

It all depends on how you look at these things. In the past and so far, the agricultural 

sector has received about 40% of the total EU spending and some people think that it 

is time to reduce this type of support to the agricultural sector a bit. The truth is that 

many farmers do not benefit from this support and that only countries with more 

developed agriculture and countries with very commercial agriculture do benefit from 

these agricultural supports. It is also true that some of these supports have much to do 

with the over-production in the European Union of certain agricultural products, such 

as milk. Milk continues to be heavily subsidized by the European Union. It goes without 

saying that moving from a situation where agricultural subsidies are too high to a 

situation where the weight of these subsidies will gradually diminish, this has a very 

large structural impact on agriculture and obviously leads to very large reactions. 

 

We also have cuts in social cohesion. 

What we would call support for regional development. This type of budget is a very 

important budget. It has in the past played a key role in enabling certain less-developed 

regions of Europe to achieve a degree of development that is closer to the general 

average. The cut that is proposed this time around 7% is a cut which, in particular, the 

Eastern countries consider to be directly affecting them and which shows once again 

that the European Union is divided between the countries of Western Europe and the 

countries of Eastern and that the Eastern European countries are the poorest brothers in 

the European Union. 

 

Hungarian leader Viktor Orbán has already said he does not want to spend a penny on 

the migration. And one of the changes in this budget implies this area. We have a 

divided Europe in this respect, Viktor. 

The reality is that the European Union's proposal is to move from EUR 12 billion to 

EUR 33 billion in support of refugees and migration. But a good part of this money is 

also earmarked for the protection of borders and is intended to support refugees who 

are in countries outside the European Union, notably Turkey or Jordan or Lebanon. 

 

As far as Research, Science and Innovation are concerned, the European Pastry 

Commissioner, Carlos Moedas, praised the proposal. Let's hear the statements of the 

Portuguese. 

 

Carlos Moedas, commissioner responsible for Research, Science and Innovation 

A budget that has good news for the future of Europe, in the sense that we are going to 

invest more in science and in innovation and digital and all that is European 

competitiveness. 



 

A bet of 100 billion in this area, the biggest rise ever. Is this Europe wanting to put 

money into the future? 

I think yes. Indeed, as long as we continue to support agriculture, which is a waste 

agriculture, which, in fact, produces and then goes to waste, what we have to do is point 

to a modern economy, a and this is the way the European Commission proposes. 

It is also important to emphasize that there is also significant support from youth 

exchange funds. The European Commission wants to double the funds earmarked for 

the Erasmus program, the programs that most create a European spirit within the new 

generations and enable young people who will be the leaders of tomorrow to acquire a 

vision of Europe that is totally different from the vision that we the we still have a vision 

still very based on nationalities, very based on national borders. 

 

III. 

 

Victor Angelo in response to the proposed budget for the European Union. A 

budget reflecting the exit from the UK of the Community bloc. 

And Brexit continues to divide England. In the local elections, the conservatives of 

Theresa May are saved of a failure. Labor has elected more candidates and 

considers the results "solid", as Ana Isabel Dias tells us. 

 

Almost two years after the referendum, Brexit still dominates British politics. The 

country remains divided and the results of local elections in England have been proof 

of this. 

Final data reveal that the Labor party elected 2,310 councilors, Conservatives 1,330, 

Liberal Democrats, 536, Greens 39, UKIP three, while other parties and independents 

totaled 143 seats. 

These numbers are considered satisfactory by Labor party leaders Jeremy Corbyn and 

Conservative party Theresa May. 

Corbyn considered the results "solid". Labor won Plymouth, Traffor and Kirklees. 

Theresa May's party won in Barnet and Redditch, secured control of Basildon and also 

Peterborough. 

Here it benefited from the fall of popularity in the UKIP - UK Independence Party, 

which was the great defeated. This Eurosceptic party lost almost all the seats it had 

since 2014. 

A projection of national votes by the BBC reveals a 35% draw of Labor and 

Conservatives. 

 

Victor, temos o Brexit ainda a assombrar o país. E temos o fracasso do UKIP, líder 

da campanha pelo Brexit. 

Este esmagamento, digamos assim, do UKIP mostra que as pessoas consideram hoje, 

dois anos depois do referendo que o UKIP tinha mentido sobre a saída e as vantagens 

que existiriam se o Reino Unido saísse da União Europeia e o UKIP é hoje 

provavelmente o partido que perdeu praticamente toda a sua credibilidade.  



 

Os trabalhistas não conquistaram Barnet, a norte de Londes, onde vive uma expressiva 

comunidade judaica. As acusações que Corbyn enfrenta de anti-semitismo terão 

influenciado aqui os resultados? 

A questão dos judeus e da população judaica no Reino Unido continua a ser uma 

questão sensível, a população acha que esse tipo de descriminação faz parte do passado 

e não deveria de modo algum estar ainda na agenda política, mas a verdade é que ele 

ainda não conseguiu – Jeremy Corbyn não conseguiu - retirar da agenda política as 

acusações que têm sido feitas contra ele e contra o seu partido de ser anti-semita. 

 

Do lado dos conservadores, temos a demissão de Amber Rudd, ministra do Interior 

após o escândalo relacionado com a geração Windrush, imigrantes de origem caribenha 

que chegaram ao Reino Unido após a Segunda Guerra Mundial. Nos últimos tempos, 

aqueles que não puderam comprovar cada ano vivido no Reino Unido, foram 

ameaçados de deportação. Nalguns casos mesmo, privados de serviços sociais básicos. 

Que dizer disto? 

O Ministério do Interior tem tratado as pessoas que não têm documentos em dia ou que 

não conseguem provar que residem legalmente no Reino Unido, têm tratado essas 

pessoas de uma maneira muito desumana e isso evidentemente também prejudicou a 

imagem não só da ministra, mas como também de Theresa May que tinha sido 

anteriormente ministra do Interior e evidentemente ligou ao partido conservador a 

etiqueta de que é um partido sem qualquer humanidade. 

 

A situação poderá ter algum impacto junto de outros europeus a viver no Reino Unido 

para quando se der o Brexit? 

Isto foi visto pelos cidadãos europeus que vivem no Reino Unido como um alerta no 

sentido de que se isto acontece em relação aos caribenhos que estão aqui há dezenas e 

dezenas de anos e que na realidade têm uma cultura muito próxima da cultura britânica, 

que falam inglês como qualquer outro inglês e como qualquer outro britânico. Se isso 

acontece a esse tipo de pessoas, “o que é que nos vai acontecer a nós que continuas a 

ter um sotaque polaco ou um sotaque português ou um sotaque da Letónia e que depois 

do Brexit poderemos estar numa situação de precariedade em termos da possibilidade 

de continuar a residir no Reino Unido”. Ou seja, isto deixou muita gente vinda da 

Europa e residente neste momento na Grã-Bretanha numa situação de alguma 

preocupação. 

 

IV. 

 

E ainda na actualidade europeia: As emissões de dióxido de carbono aumentaram no 

bloco comunitário 1,8% em 2017. Portugal registou a quinta maior subida. Mais com a 

jornalista Sofia Jesus. 

 

De acordo com estimativas do gabinete de estatísticas da União Europeia, em 2017 as 

emissões de dióxido de carbono aumentaram no bloco comunitário 1,8% em relação ao 



ano anterior. 

A maior subida registou-se em Malta - mais 12,8% - seguindo-se a Estónia com um 

aumento anual de 11,3%, e depois a Bulgária, com uma subida de 8,3%, e Espanha, 

com um aumento de 7,4% em termos anuais. 

Portugal é o quinto país com a maior subida de emissões de dióxido de carbono 

provenientes do uso de energia: 7,3%. 

Dos 27 países com registos, apenas sete apresentam quedas dos números.  

Houve um recuo na Finlândia, na Dinamarca, no Reino Unido, na Irlanda, na Bélgica, 

na Letónia e na Alemanha. 

De acordo com a Eurostat, as emissões de dióxido de carbono contribuem 

significativamente para o aquecimento global e representam cerca de 80% do total de 

gases com efeito estufa em toda a União Europeia. 

 

Victor, que leitura é que se pode fazer deste aumento? 

Muita gente faz a leitura seguinte: como houve uma retoma da actividade económica, 

houve evidentemente mais emissões de dióxido de carbono. Eu penso que é provável 

que isso seja uma das explicações, mas a verdade é que a União Europeia tem aqui 

grande um desafio. A União Europeia comprometeu-se a reduzir as emissões de dióxido 

de carbono em cerca de 40 por cento dentro dos próximos 20 anos e vai ter muitas 

dificuldades em conseguir esse objectivo.  

 

Emmanuel Macron disse recentemente durante a viagem aos Estados Unidos: Não 

temos um planeta B e os Estados Unidos ainda vão regressar ao Acordo de Paris. Esta 

parece ser uma possibilidade? 

Uma grande parte dos dirigentes dos estados que compõem os Estados Unidos e uma 

grande parte dos dirigentes das câmaras municipais mais importantes nos Estados 

Unidos são a favor do Acordo de Paris e isso é que é importante. Ou seja, haverá uma 

aplicação dos princípios e dos objectivos do Acordo de Paris ao nível local dos EUA e 

se isso continuar nessa direcção é evidente que é importante. Ao nível nacional, a 

grande preocupação neste momento é a expansão que se tem estado a notar nos Estados 

Unidos da exploração do petróleo de xisto, quando se sabe que esse tipo de exploração 

tem um custo enorme em termos de meio ambiente. 

 

 

Victor, we have Brexit still haunting the country. And we have the failure of UKIP, the 

campaign leader for Brexit. 

This crushing, so to speak, of the UKIP shows that people today consider, two years 

after the referendum, that the UKIP had lied about the exit and the advantages that 

would exist if the UK were to leave the European Union and the UKIP is probably 

today the party that virtually lost its credibility. 

 

Labor did not conquer Barnet, north of London, where a significant Jewish community 

lives. Are the accusations Corbyn facing against anti-Semitism influencing the results 

here? 



The issue of Jews and the Jewish population in the United Kingdom remains a sensitive 

issue, people feel that this type of discrimination is part of the past and should not be 

on the political agenda at all, but the truth is that it has not yet was able - Jeremy Corbyn 

failed - to remove from the political agenda the accusations that have been made against 

him and his party to be anti-Semitic. 

 

On the conservative side, we have the resignation of Amber Rudd, Interior Minister 

after the scandal related to the Windrush generation, immigrants of Caribbean origin 

who arrived in the United Kingdom after World War II. In recent times, those who could 

not prove every year lived in the United Kingdom, were threatened with deportation. 

In some cases, even deprived of basic social services. What about this? 

The Home Office has dealt with people who do not have up-to-date documents or who 

can not prove they are legally resident in the UK, have treated these people in a very 

inhumane way and this has obviously also hurt the image not only of the minister but 

also of Theresa May who had previously been Interior Minister and evidently linked 

the conservative party with the label that it is a party without any humanity. 

 

Can the situation have any impact on other Europeans living in the UK for when giving 

Brexit? 

This was seen by European citizens living in the UK as a warning that if this happens 

to the Caribbean people who have been here for dozens and dozens of years and who 

in fact have a culture very close to British culture who speak English like any other 

Englishman and like any other Briton. If this happens to this type of people, "what will 

happen to us who continue to have a Polish accent or a Portuguese accent or an accent 

from Latvia and that after Brexit we may be in a situation of precariousness in terms of 

the possibility to continue to reside in the United Kingdom. " That is to say, this left a 

lot of people coming from Europe and living in this moment in Great Britain in a 

situation of some concern. 

 

IV. 

 

And still in Europe: Carbon dioxide emissions increased by 1.8% in the Community 

bloc in 2017. Portugal recorded the fifth largest increase. More with the journalist Sofia 

Jesus. 

 

According to estimates by the European Union's statistics office, in 2017 carbon 

dioxide emissions increased by 1.8% compared to the previous year. 

The highest increase was in Malta - plus 12.8% - followed by Estonia with an annual 

increase of 11.3%, followed by Bulgaria, with a rise of 8.3%, and Spain, with an 

increase of 7.4% in annual terms. 

Portugal is the fifth country with the highest increase in carbon dioxide emissions from 

energy use: 7.3%. 

Of the 27 countries with registrations, only seven show declines in numbers. 

There was a decline in Finland, Denmark, the United Kingdom, Ireland, Belgium, 



Latvia and Germany. 

According to Eurostat, carbon dioxide emissions contribute significantly to global 

warming and account for about 80% of total greenhouse gases throughout the European 

Union. 

 

Victor, what reading can we make of this increase? 

Many people read as follows: as there was a resumption of economic activity, there 

were evidently more emissions of carbon dioxide. I think that is probably one of the 

explanations, but the truth is that the European Union has a great challenge here. The 

European Union has committed to reducing carbon dioxide emissions by about 40 

percent within the next 20 years and will have many difficulties in achieving that goal. 

 

Emmanuel Macron recently said during the trip to the United States: We do not have a 

planet B and the United States will still return to the Paris Accord. Does this seem to 

be a possibility? 

A large part of the leaders of the states that make up the United States and a large part 

of the heads of the major city councils in the United States are in favor of the Paris 

Accord, and that is important. That is to say, there will be an application of the 

principles and objectives of the Paris Agreement to the US local level and if this 

continues in that direction it is clearly important.  

 

Another agreement that Washington is willing to abandon is the Nuclear Agreement of 

Iran. On May 12, Trump will tell the world about this. What would you say is the 

decision of the President of the United States? 

My prediction is that this Saturday, the president will announce the departure of the 

agreement. All the indications, including the Israeli Prime Minister's press conference, 

with those graphics and all those dossiers he set out; what has been said every day by 

the advisers of the American president, and in particular by the secretary of state. All 

of this leads me to believe that the president will leave the agreement with Iran. Also, 

the indications that we have come from Tehran is that Tehran will not be willing to 

negotiate new clauses that would be added to the agreement. It must be remembered 

that the negotiation of the nuclear agreement with Iran was very difficult, it took several 

years, it required a lot of meetings, a lot of compromises, and I think that at this moment, 

opening a negotiating front with Iran with more demands, with more sanctions etc, 

serves only to satisfy, so to speak, US policy but in reality will not allow us to reach an 

agreement of another kind with Iran. 

 

 

V. 

 

And for the week we return with Victor Ângelo and with the European news. 

And still our usual culture note. 

 

It was decided that this year the Nobel Prize for Literature will not be delivered. 



The announcement was made by Nobel Foundation President Carl-Henrik Heldin and 

comes at a time when the Academy is being plagued by allegations of sexual abuse and 

financial scandals that have led to the dismissal of seven members of the Swedish 

Academy. 

This is the first time that, in times of peace, the prize is not awarded. 

 

Before concluding, I would remind you that tomorrow, 9 May, is European Union Day. 

 

The various European institutions in Brussels, Strasbourg and Luxembourg will be 

open-ended. You can visit Parliament, the European Commission, or for example the 

Court of Justice. 

 

You can also put it on the agenda: from 10 to 12 May, the annual conference "The 

Solidarity in Europe" will be held at The State of the Union: sessions on economic, 

monetary, social development or migration and security policies will take place these 

days in Florence. 

 

For the last day cultural activities are organized in the Historical Archives of the 

European Union in Villa Salviati. 

 

 

We stayed here until the week! 

 

[Datasheet] 

With the edition and presentation of Catarina Domingues, analysis of Victor 

Ângelo and coordination of Hélder Beja, Magazine Europe is the result of a 

collaboration between Radio Macau and the University of Macau within the 

framework of the Jean Monnet Magazine Europe project. 

The views expressed do not necessarily represent the official positions of the 

various institutions of the European Union. 

The Jean Monnet Magazine Europe project is a partnership between the 

University of Macao and the Institute of European Studies of Macao, co-financed 

by the European Union under the Erasmus + Program. We are on Facebook in 

Europe Magazine. 

 




