
I. 

 

After Emmanuel Macron, it was Angela Merkel's turn to leave Washington 

without promises about the Iranian nuclear deal. In today's program we look at 

European leaders' visits to the White House, where trade and defense issues were 

also discussed. 

 

Freedom of the press is threatened in democratic states. Reporters Without 

Borders annual report reveals a deterioration of the situation in Europe. 

 

And to close today's edition: Brussels bans pesticides that affect bees. 

 

II. 

 

Welcome to the Europe Magazine! 

There is no guarantee that Donald Trump will remain in the Iranian nuclear deal. 

German Chancellor Angela Merkel left Washington without any promises from 

the American leader. More with the journalist Ana Isabel Dias. 

 

The last time Angela Merkel was in the Oval Office, Donald Trump refused to shake 

the German leader's hand. 

Now the greeting was warmer. But it was just the handshake. 

In this first visit after the election, Merkel brought to the White House sensitive issues 

to discuss - among them Iran's nuclear deal, which Trump wants to abandon. 

In the name of world stability, the chancellor asked her not to do so. But he was not 

able to make any assurances from the American leader. 

In this German visit were also approached themes as diverse as trade and defense. 

Regarding the imposition of taxes on imports of steel and aluminum, the March 

announcement is expected to continue and enter into force as early as May. 

At the time, Donald Trump highlighted the imbalance in trade between the European 

Union and the United States and expressed the desire for a "reciprocal" relationship 

between the two parties. 

In the area of defense, the President once again underlined the need to strengthen the 

Atlantic Alliance, noting the need to ensure that all member states respect commitments 

within NATO and increase the financial contribution. 

 

Ana Isabel Dias here about Angela Merkel's visit to the United States. And on the 

phone from Brussels is Victor Ângelo, a resident commentator for Magazine 

Europe and an international consultant based in Brussels. 

 

Victor, we have two visits to Washington with similar goals, but with different outlines. 

Macron was three days in the United States, Merkel was three hours. What reading can 

you make of these two moments? 

There are several readings. For us Europeans, what is important is that both Emmanuel 



Macron and Angela Merkel have given the same messages to the American president. 

There was coordination. This is important because it is crucial that Donald Trump 

understands that there is the European Union and he has many difficulties in 

understanding the European Union, he continues to look at Europe country by country, 

and the visit of these two European leaders recalled, on the one hand , that there are 

indeed many countries, that Europe is a set of countries, but also that there is a 

geopolitical space, an economic space and a commercial space, which is the European 

Union. 

 

Merkel and Trump have an almost glacial relationship. The US president has a problem 

with the trade balance that the United States maintains with Germany. What further 

distances these two powers? 

The American president looks to Germany as an economic rival and also as a country, 

which being extremely rich, did not contribute in a significant and proportional way to 

NATO's military expenditure. On the other hand, there is also probably a psychological 

question here. Donald Trump's father had deep roots in German and to some extent 

Donald Trump feels he must have a very tough attitude toward the Germans and 

particularly about the German leader to show the citizens of his country, the American 

citizens, that he is profoundly nationalistic, deeply American and has nothing to do with 

the historical roots of his family. 

On the other hand, Donald Trump is a person of very simple and primary relations to a 

certain extent, very direct, and feels much more at ease with a leader who participates 

in an informal way in the relationship than with a person like Angela Merkel, who is 

extremely formal and very aware of how a political leader should present himself in 

public. 

 

Speaking of Iranian nuclear understanding. Berlin is on the side of Washington saying 

the current deal is not enough. 

Trump said the United States does not want such regimes, such as Iran, to come close 

to the nuclear weapon and that Tehran is involved wherever there is a problem in the 

Middle East. The American leader seems to be irreducible. 

He continues to think that the nuclear deal with Iran is an agreement that does not put 

enough barriers to Iran's military expansion and political ambitions in the Middle East. 

Both the negotiations with the French and the negotiations with the Germans did not 

lead to a change of opinion of the American president. In that sense, he showed that he 

was not influenced by the opinions of foreign leaders and, on the other hand, that he 

was still very consistent with the positions he had taken during his election campaign. 

And we are likely to see, not only a rupture in the participation of the Americans in the 

agreement with Iran, but also, to some extent, a situation of great confusion at the level 

of Europe, in the sense: what to do from the moment when the United States is no longer 

a country participating in this agreement. 

 

Coming out of the agreement what can happen? Is military intervention in Iran a 

possibility? 



I do not think so, he will get out of the agreement purely for political reasons, to clearly 

show Americans that he is different from Obama, but the agreement that is based on a 

UN Security Council resolution will continue in force and everything depends on how 

the Iranian side will respond to this exit from the Americans. 

 

Donald Trump, President of the United States of America 

We maintain full contact with both North Korea and South Korea, we will schedule a 

meeting very soon, we already have two or three places in perspective and we hope to 

have a great success. Let's see what happens. 

 

We have just heard statements from Trump in the meeting with Merkel on another issue 

that is also about nuclear, but on the Korean peninsula. We had last week the meeting 

that first brought a North Korean president to the south since 1953. 

How does Europe look at this historic day that has put the two Korean leaders hand in 

hand? 

There is much hope that the agreement between South Korean President Moon and 

North Korean leader Kim will be the beginning of a process of denuclearization not 

only of the Korean peninsula, but also a process of appeasement throughout that part of 

the Asian continent. 

 

In this first part, still room for a balance of the conference in Brussels on Syria that took 

place last week. 

It was not a success, it did not reach the humanitarian objectives that it had, that is the 

announced contributions fell short of what is necessary for the year 2018. There was 

talk about needs of the order of six thousand million euros and in fact the conference 

mobilized only 3, EUR 5 billion. 

At the political level, too, it was not very successful. The conference aimed to bring the 

United Nations back to the political stage, but the truth is that the United Nations, and 

in particular the Geneva process, is completely paralyzed and I do not see that it is 

possible in the near future to re-establish, so to speak, this process in Geneva, that is, at 

this moment, everything indicates that the military solution is the solution preferred by 

the main protagonists in Syria. The truth is that shortly after the Brussels conference, 

the Foreign Ministers of Turkey, Iran and Russia met in Moscow to discuss the political 

issues and to show clearly that when it comes to the political process these three 

countries which will determine the agenda. 

 

III. 

 

We're back to the conversation with Victor Angelo. 

Europe is the geographical area of the planet where freedom of the press is less 

threatened. However, it was in the Old Continent that there was a further 

deterioration in the journalism index. The results are from the annual report of 

the non-governmental organization "Reporters Without Borders", as the 

journalist Sofia Jesus tells us. 



 

The threat to press freedom is present in repressive states, but also in democratic nations. 

And Europe is no exception. 

This is one of the conclusions of the report of the non-governmental organization 

"Reporters Without Borders" that analyzes journalism in 180 countries every year. 

Norway, Sweden and the Netherlands are at the top of this ranking, as the jurisdictions 

that enjoy the most freedom of the press. At the bottom of the list are countries like 

China, Syria, Turkmenistan, Eritrea and North Korea. 

In Europe, there was a further deterioration of the regional index. Among the five 

strongest falls, four are from European countries: Malta fell 18 places, now reaching 

65th place; the Czech Republic was 34th with a fall of 11 positions; Serbia moved to 

76th, with 10 numbers falling on the list and Slovakia now appears in 27th position, ten 

places below the previous year's index. 

It should be noted that Portugal has increased four places in the standings. It is now in 

14th. 

Europe is still the continent best placed when it comes to freedom of the press, but it is 

a model that is deteriorating with political leaders who attack journalism. This was 

highlighted by Christophe Deloire, Secretary-General of "Reporters Without Borders". 

 

Victor, what reading do you make of this report? 

It is unbelievable that we have yet to discuss this issue in Europe, in the European Union 

in 2018, but the truth is that in recent times we have witnessed several attacks against 

journalists, attacks that took place in Malta, where a well-known journalist , Daphne 

Caruana Galizia, was murdered; we had the situation in Slovakia where a young 

journalist who specialized in cases of corruption and in particular the corrupt use of 

European funds was also murdered; we have the case of Hungary in which several 

newspapers have been under fire from the government and one of them, one of the most 

prestigious and oldest newspapers in Budapest ended up closing. We have a panorama 

today in the press and in the media where, on the one hand, there is a situation where 

the control of these media is increasingly done by groups that have a lot to do with 

political ambitions and economic ambitions and we also have a situation where 

journalists are bullied and, in some cases, subjected to physical violence. 

 

Portugal has climbed four places in the ranking. I asked him, did this happen because 

the situation improved in the country, or because it got worse in other countries? 

I think that the reason for the rise in Portugal has to do with the situation in other 

European countries the situation has worsened. In Portugal, what we have is a situation 

where the written press is facing immense difficulties of survival and, on the other hand, 

more and more televisions - and in particular the generalist televisions of knife and 

pocket - have a huge audience. 

 

Last week, 14 journalists accused of terrorism were convicted in Turkey. Let's hear the 

work of journalist Nuno Carvalho from Antena 1. 

[Everyone pleaded not guilty and almost all were convicted. The accusation was to 



support cleric Fethullah Gulen, according to the Turkish government, inspiring the 

alleged failed coup of 2016. In the final allegations, the accused were victims of a 

political process aimed at silencing the free press of Turkey. The newspaper 

"Cumhuriyet" is frontally critical of President Erdogan, but the very existence of the 

newspaper is considered criminal by the government, complain the defense lawyers. 

Turkey is almost at the bottom of the list of Press Freedom in the world, produced by 

Reporters Without Borders. The sentences range from two-and-a-half years' 

imprisonment to eight years, the heaviest for the newspaper's chief editor. Only three 

of the employees were acquitted. Condemned journalists are not arrested. They will 

wait for the appeal in freedom.] 

 

What can be said about this case? 

At this point we get caught up in a Turkish newspaper - and I do when I do that and try 

to understand through the automatic translators what the Turkish newspapers say - what 

we see is that the majority of the Turkish press says only what power asks them to tell. 

Those who have a more critical attitude, those who can to some extent present an 

alternative vision of Erdogan's policy, are victims of repression, are accused of 

terrorism and are incarcerated and objects of extremely violent repression. 

 

IV. 

 

And on another theme that is marking the European agenda. 

The representatives of the countries of the Community block approved the 

prohibition of the use of pesticides in the open air that harm the bees. 

The Standing Committee on the Food Chain and Animal Health gave a green light 

to the proposal to restrict the use of three harmful substances known as 

neonicotinoids. 

The use is now forbidden except in greenhouses where there is no bee exposure to 

the products. 

 

This has been an almost personal battle of Jean-Claude Juncker, who said "I am a bee". 

It represents a blow to two powerful companies, Bayer and Syngenta, but it was another 

step in preserving biodiversity. 

Yes, I think it's important. It is true that there is also a great deal of concern here with 

the issue of agriculture and modern and efficient agriculture, that is to say, a balance 

must be struck between the protection of biodiversity, the protection of the environment, 

on the one hand, and on the other hand the question of agricultural production and the 

fact is that the large European farmers' associations did not support this measure, but 

the truth is that we have to protect the European environment. There is widespread 

contamination of European soils and water, large-scale production, production in 

Europe has advanced a lot, it is probably the most productive in the world today, but 

this has been done at the expense of the environment, for example in the In Germany, 

75% of flying insects have disappeared from Germany because of insecticides and 



pesticides in general. 

 

It is a habit to say that "we are what we eat". I asked him, are we much worse nowadays? 

No, this means that we have an extremely commercial agriculture, an agriculture that 

has to produce in large quantities, an agriculture that has to be very competitive and to 

be very competitive uses many inputs and in particular uses large-scale fertilizers, uses 

insecticides, uses all kinds of chemicals that allow plants to grow rapidly, grow without 

diseases and increase productivity per hectare. 

When we travel, for example, in rural areas of France, we who are not farmers, who do 

not perceive anything of agriculture, we see that the crops are the most modern and the 

most aligned imaginable, but all this comes at a price and the price is fundamentally 

the price linked to the use of chemicals which then seep into the waterways and seep 

into the soil and eventually have a huge impact on the environment and nature in Europe. 

 

IV. 

 

Victor Ângelo, Weekly Europe Magazine commentator. 

This week, in our cultural note, we bring news about the inauguration of the future 

National Museum of Resistance and Freedom in the Fortress of Peniche, Portugal. 

3.4 million is how much it will cost to musealization. There are 22 architectural bureaus 

that are candidates for the process. 

The museum will have eleven spaces, including a reproduction of the Parliamentarium, 

which recalls the conditions under which visits to political prisoners took place. We 

stayed here until the week. 
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