
MAGAZINE EUROPA  Catarina Domingues 

24 de Abril de 2018 

 
I. 

 

Iran's nuclear deal and Franco-American trade relations will mark a meeting 

between Emmanuel Macron and Donald Trump. The French leader's visit goes 

on the second day. It is the first during the Trump presidency. 

 

In Syria, close to 13 million people need humanitarian aid. Conference organized 

by the European Union and the United Nations wants to mobilize support to help 

the population of that country. 

 

And again, in this issue: promoting Martin Selmayr to the post of Secretary-

General of the European Commission causes discomfort in Brussels. 

Reassessment of the appointment procedure. 

 

II. 

 

Welcome to the Europe Magazine, 

 

58 years after Charles de Gaulle addressed a joint session of the United States 

Congress, it is Emmanuel Macron's turn. 

It happens tomorrow and ends the three-day trip of the French leader to the United 

States. This Macron visit - the first during the Trump presidency - is focused on 

Franco-American trade and economic relations and security partnership. 

The Iranian nuclear deal, which ends in May, is one of the main themes of the 

meeting. Trump has been saying deal was one of the worst traded. In January the US 

president even made an ultimatum to the United Kingdom, France and Germany, 

saying there are adjustments to be made. 

Another issue that should be on the agenda of the two leaders is Syria and the future 

of Paris and Washington in that conflict. 

 

And with us on the phone from Brussels is Victor Ângelo, a resident commentator of 

Magazine Europe and former Deputy Secretary-General of the United Nations. 

 

 

Victor, let's start by looking at these leaders. They have not been like this in power for 

so long. There are several disagreements between Trump and Macron, but they have 

at least one point in common: they came to the presidency not being career 

politicians. What else is it that unites these two men? 

Both Macron and Donald Trump are politicians who believe they have a historic 

mission to their countries. They want to remain in history as having been unique 

political cases that have radically transformed the way of doing politics and also that 

have made a determining contribution to the future in the case of the United States, 

and in the other case of France, but not only of France: Macron has European 

ambitions and this has become very clear over the last few years and in particular over 

the last week. 

Macron's visit to the United States is the first official visit by Trump's presidency. 

What political significance does this have, even more so after the attack in Syria? 

I believe that Macron understands perfectly that it is fundamental for France to have a 

privileged relationship with the United States, especially now that Britain leaves the 
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European Union and that there needs to be a point of entry for the United States into 

Europe and, to a certain extent, measure, a privileged ally of Americans in Europe and 

he wants France to be seen as the country of entry and the country that is the special 

ally. And this alliance with the United States is part of a global ambition that Macron 

has with regard to France. Macron believes that one of the historic missions he must 

carry out is to bring France back to the global arena. 

 

Victor, the United States has until 1 May to decide whether to continue to exempt the 

European Union from levying charges for aluminum and steel. And what can we 

expect here at this meeting between the two leaders in relation to this trade war? 

For Macron, it would be very important that he come back from Washington on this 

agenda. That is why Macron needs to a degree that Donald Trump has a very positive 

stance on trade with Europe, but also needs Donald Trump to have a positive attitude 

towards the nuclear deal with Iran. For the French president, the relationship with Iran 

and in particular the maintenance of the nuclear agreement with Iran are key issues; 

are issues that have to do not only with the continuation of a certain balance in the 

Middle East with the containment of Iran's aggressive policy but also with regard to 

trade relations between the European Union and Iran, where Iran is an important 

customer of the European Union and to some extent a supplier with some oil relief. 

 

And what adjustments does Trump speak of regarding the Iranian agreement? 

He fundamentally wants cosmetic or symbolic adjustments, because that will allow 

Donald Trump to say that he did not fully accept the agreement and that his policy 

made it possible to perfect some aspects of the agreement. And certainly some of 

these issues will have to do, for example, with more demanding inspections by the 

United Nations and by the countries that are parties to the agreement on the nuclear 

issue within Iran and in particular the production of nuclear energy. 

 

What other aspects do you think it is important to highlight on the agenda of the two 

presidents? 

I think Macron wants the Americans to remain militarily present in Syria, continue to 

train, especially the Kurdish forces. So this is certainly one of the issues that 

Emmanuel Macron will raise, it is the question of the continuation of the military 

presence and the US military formation in Syria, but it will also discuss the question 

of the Western world's relationship with the Russians and to what extent this 

relationship must be transformed so that it is more constructive and allows a political 

solution to be found for Syria. 

 

There we go to the Syrian question. 

 

However, we returned to Macron. Last week, the French president was in Berlin, he 

met with Angela Merkel to discuss future European reforms, in particular the 

Eurozone. Let's hear Angela Merkel, first and then Macron during this meeting. 

 

Angela Merkel, Chancellor of Germany 

We agreed to take important decisions until June, the time of the European Union 

summit, which is about renewing Europe and moving forward with answers to 

European citizens' questions. 

 

Emmanuel Macron, President of France 
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In economic and monetary terms, we must re-articulate better responsibility and 

solidarity. It is urgent to give common answers to economic and monetary union, the 

banking union, the immigration issue. 

 

In addition to these commitments, there are differences between Berlin and Paris, 

namely the fact that the German government does not want a common budget for the 

eurozone or the appointment of a minister for the single currency. 

 

Victor, what surprising proposals for reform can emerge at the European summit that 

will be held in June? 

Macron strongly believes in reforming and strengthening the European Union. He 

was in the European Parliament last week, gave a very welcome speech by a 

significant part from MEPs. He spoke about democracy in Europe and about the risks 

that exist at the moment against democracy, namely risks linked to extreme 

nationalism and what he calls authoritarian sovereigns. He also believes that there 

should be rapid progress on internal security, external security and defense. It also 

advocates a common energy policy, as well as external trade. Emmanuel Macron has 

a number of proposals on the table. The question now is, on the one hand, to get the 

support of Angela Merkel and also get the support of other European leaders. 

 

III. 

 

We're back to the conversation with Victor Angelo. 

 

And still on the Syrian question: 

 

Between today and tomorrow, the European Union and the United Nations will 

chair the conference: "Supporting the future of Syria and the region". One of 

the objectives is to get support for those who need humanitarian aid, at home 

and abroad, as the journalist Sofia Jesus tells us. 

 

In Syria, close to 13 million people need humanitarian aid and more than 5 million 

refugees are out of the country. 

Consequences of the Syrian conflict, now entering the eighth year. 

The mobilization of humanitarian aid to these people inside and outside the country is 

one of the main reasons why the European Union and the United Nations organize 

between today and tomorrow the conference "Supporting the future of Syria and the 

region". 

According to a statement from the European Council, the event is also a way to try to 

reach the places in the country where aid is urgent. 

The conference also hopes to "gather political support for the UN-led peace 

process." That's what you read in the document. 

This first day, today, April 24 will be dedicated to dialogue with non-

governmental organizations in Syria and the region. 

The European Union consulted 108 NGOs active in Syria, Lebanon, Turkey 

and Jordan to try to understand the main challenges and lessons learned from 

the work in the region. 

 

Victor, what can we expect from this conference? 
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The conference has two main objectives. On the one hand, mobilizing 

humanitarian aid and on the other hand supporting the political role of the 

United Nations with regard to the Syrian crisis. As for humanitarian aid, I 

believe the conference will reach its goal. As far as the second objective is 

concerned, I believe it will be very difficult to move forward in this area. We 

now have three ongoing political processes - the political process based on 

Astana, the Sochi-based political process and also the United Nations in 

Geneva - and none of these political processes are moving forward. On the 

contrary, any one of them is in a great impasse. And it is on a major stalemate 

because both the President of Syria and the Russian President believe that a 

military victory is possible and that the Syrian issue is likely to be solved by 

force of arms and there will be no need for a political process. 

 

António Guterres does not share the view. We have listened to the latest 

statements by the UN Secretary-General on a solution for Syria. 

 

António Guterres, Secretary-General of the UN 

There is no military solution to the Syrian conflict. The solution is political and 

the way to the solution is known. It is a resolution of the Security Council and 

its number is 2254, with a statement in Geneva. And it is through talks in Syria, 

between the Syrian Government and the opposition, to overcome the 

differences that exist. 

 

After these attacks from the United States and allies, what has changed in 

Syria? 

I think that nothing has changed, on the contrary, I believe that the power of 

Bashar al-Assad has been strengthened, I believe it was made clear that, at this 

time, Europeans and notably the leaders of France and Britain accept Bashar al-

Assad as being part of the future, and this is a novelty in relation to the past. At 

the moment it is recognized that he is a fundamental actor and will continue to 

be a determining protagonist in the future of Syria. The question is whether he 

will be willing to negotiate politics after winning a military victory. 

 

However, the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons has 

already been in Douma to collect samples. Even if the use of chemical weapons 

in this attack is a fact, will Europe have this view towards Bashar al-Assad? 

It's a question of political realism. Bashar al-Assad with Russian support and 

also with the support of Iran is regaining control of the country. It is evident 

that this control is done at the cost of hundreds of thousands of lives and the 

destruction, so to speak, of the way of life of millions of Syrians, but the truth 

is that we are going to have in Syria what I call the peace of the cemeteries , 

that is to say, it will cause Syria to stabilize by force and the Western countries 

will have to recognize, so to speak, that it will continue to be the one who 

determines the policy and that determines the way Syria faces the future. 

 

IV. 
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And in Europe today. 

 

The European Parliament has strongly criticized the European Commission for 

the promotion of Martin Selmayr who has moved from Jean-Claude Juncker's 

chief of staff to the strategic post of secretary-general of that institution. 

More with the journalist Marta Melo. 

 

The way in which Mr Selmayr was appointed in February for the highest office 

of the European Commission's administration has been the subject of criticism 

from the European Parliament. 

The 47-year-old German's surprise offer - with just over a year to the end of 

Jean-Claude Juncker's term - would be the theme of the European Parliament's 

plenary session in Strasbourg in March. 

For Selmayr to be promoted from head of the office of the President of the 

European Commission to Secretary-General of the institution, three vacant 

posts had to be filled. 

The commission says the rules have been fulfilled. MEPs are not of the same 

opinion and claim that the procedure calls into question the transparency of the 

functioning of the Community institutions. 

This week, the Committee on Budgetary Control of the European Parliament 

voted in favor of a report contesting how this promotion took place. 

The document, which also called for a reissue of the process at the end of the 

year, was adopted with 22 votes in favor, three against and four abstentions. 

Members of parliament, however, rejected an amendment tabled by three 

MEPs urging the Commission to ask Selmayr to voluntarily renounce the title 

of secretary-general until the re-evaluation of the nomination process was 

completed. 

 

Victor, there will be no changes, Selmayr will remain in place. I started by 

asking, why this choice? 

He is a man who has been extremely loyal to the politicians who have been his 

bosses and Juncker wants to reward, let's say, that loyalty, which is a loyalty 

that is also manifested by a great capacity for work and a great sense of the 

European project . 

 

This question of him filling three vacant seats until he arrives, how did this take 

place? 

This has proceeded in an absolutely aberrant way and, to some extent, justified 

the title in Brussels given to Martin Selmayr, the Rasputin of Jean-Claude 

Juncker. Grigori Rasputin was the individual who during the last Russian tsar 

had an excessive influence on the tsar and who in fact made all the decisions. 

He was chief of staff at a meeting of the board of European commissioners it 

was announced that the Deputy Secretary-General of the European 

Commission was going to leave and that Jean-Claude Juncker wanted it to be 

Martin Selmayr and the European Commissioners immediately approved this 
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proposal coming from Jean-Claude Juncker. The next minute, Jean-Claude 

Juncker said: And now I wanted to inform you that the titular secretary-general, 

who is a Dutch called (Alexander) Italianer goes to retirement and as he goes to 

retirement immediately, I also wanted to propose that the Secretary-General 

who we have just appointed, is also immediately promoted to Secretary-

General. 

 

This is also a person who belongs to the same political family as Jean-Claude 

Juncker. Since this is a procedure which the European Parliament sees as 

promiscuous, unclear and does not respect the rules, why does Selmayr remain 

in this position? 

There was a need for a new decision by the European Union commissioners to 

relegate it, and this is not going to happen, not least because Jean-Claude 

Juncker controls in a relatively authoritarian way the decisions of the 

commissioners' council. This has also shown another issue, which is a great 

subordination of the different European Commissioners to the President of the 

European Commission. Therefore, there is no possibility of going back on the 

decision, a decision that, as you mentioned, has to do with someone from the 

same political family as Jean-Claude Juncker, that is, another way to strengthen 

control of the center of the European institutions, but also a decision that puts 

another German in leading positions. 

 

V. 

We returned to the conversation with Victor Ângelo for the week. 

Before we finish, our cultural note. 

The old house-atelier of the Catalan painter Miró reopened last weekend. 

"Mas Miro" is the name of the new space and is the result of the first of three 

phases of rehabilitation of this house bought by the painter's family in 1911 in 

Mont roig del Camp in Tarragona. 

We stay here. See you next week. 

 

[Datasheet] 

With the edition and presentation of Catarina Domingues, analysis of 

Victor Ângelo and coordination of Hélder Beja, Magazine Europe is the 

result of a collaboration between Radio Macau and the University of 

Macau within the framework of the Jean Monnet Magazine Europe 

project. 

 



MAGAZINE EUROPA  Catarina Domingues 

24 de Abril de 2018 

The views expressed do not necessarily represent the official positions of 

the various institutions of the European Union. 

 

The Jean Monnet Magazine Europe project is a partnership between the 

University of Macao and the Institute of European Studies of Macao, co-

financed by the European Union under the Erasmus + Program. We are 

on Facebook in Europe Magazine. 




