The United States, Britain and France launched an attack against Syria in
response to the use of chemical weapons. The offensive sparked protests all over
the world.

And in the European Parliament, MEPs called for the application of Article 7 to
Hungary for violation of fundamental rights. If adopted it could result in sanctions
for the country, including temporary loss of voting rights in the European Council.

And still this week: European Commission also wants to hear founder of Facebook.
Il.
Welcome to the Europe Magazine.

The United States, the United Kingdom and France carried out a joint bombing
operation in Syria on Saturday in response to the use of chemical weapons against
civilians. More than 100 missiles were fired, as the journalist Marta Melo tells us.

Donald Trump, President, USA

Last Saturday, the Assad regime resorted to using chemical weapons to massacre
innocent civilians. This time in the city of Douma near Damascus, the Syrian capital.
This massacre was a significant aggravation, in a pattern of use of chemical weapons
by this horrendous regime.

Words from Donald Trump already after the offensive in Syria.

A week after the alleged chemical attack in Douma, France and the United Kingdom
joined the United States and bombed three targets associated with the production of
chemical weapons.

The Pentagon says that 105 missiles were fired at Damascus and Homs.

In a televised statement, Theresa May, the British prime minister, said the allies are
defending international law.

French leader Emmanuel Macron stressed that it was he who persuaded Trump to attack,
only the places where allegedly chemical weapons are produced.

Emmanuel Macron, President of France

| believe that diplomatically, attacks are not the most important element of what is
happening in Syria. | managed to persuade him to stay and | was able to convince him
that it was necessary to limit attacks on chemical weapons.

Syria and Russia continue to deny the use of chemical weapons by the Damascus
regime. At a United Nations Security Council meeting, Moscow's ambassador Vassily



Nebenza reaffirmed the illegality of the bombings.

Vassily Nebenza, Russian Ambassador to the UN
Without an injunction from the UN Security Council and in violation of the UN charter
and international law, an aggression against a sovereign state was carried out.

Meanwhile, France, the United Kingdom and the United States delivered a motion for
a resolution on the Syrian conflict. The document reached the Security Council less
than 24 hours after the military attack.

A return of diplomacy after the armed offensive of Saturday night. This document
covers the chemical, humanitarian and political areas and provides for the creation of a
mechanism to investigate the use of chemical weapons in the country. It is not yet
certain when it will be voted on.

Marta Melo on the latest attack in Syria. An attack that generated a wave of solidarity
with that country. Somewhere around the world there were demonstrations against the
aggression of the United States and allies.

Also, in the last hours the White House came to deny Emmanuel Macron and said that
the order is for the American troops to return as quickly as possible to the house.

And with us on the phone from Brussels is Victor Angelo, international consultant and
resident commentator for Magazine Europe.

Victor, some newspapers say the risk of climbing is reduced. There are those who spoke
initially of a third world war. What can we expect from now?

| believe in fact that the risk of climbing at this time is reduced. The concern of the
three countries involved in this military operation was precisely to choose targets that
could contain the intervention and chose targets in which there were neither Syrian
military nor, especially, military of Russia, that is, the concern with the escalation was
probably the concern more important when designing and planning this military
intervention.

The attack was at four in the morning, it was known that there were no dead. What did
this attack really want? What were the havoc?

In addition to the issue of targets there are other dimensions here and the facts are as
follows: on the one hand it was a conventional attack, but in which the United States
and France - especially the US and France - sought to use new weapons, served to
experience a new type of weaponry. On the other hand, this attack was a real bomb
deluge in relation to each of the three targets, that is, each of the countries participating
in the attack concentrated on one of the targets and poured several dozen bombs into
that target, for several reasons and one of the reasons was precisely to have a high
psychological impact and, on the other hand, to test the Syrian anti-missile system. And



one of the tests that these attacks have shown or revealed is that the Syrians continue to
have relatively antiquated anti-missile batteries because the most modern anti-missile
batteries are those that are operated by Russian soldiers and they have not taken action.

And how does the European Union look at the attack?

Interestingly, Brussels supports the attack. On the other hand, it also approved the fact
that it was limited and prudent military action. And | think that these two words were
very important here in Brussels, given that it was clear that there was a concern to avoid
escalating tensions, both with Russia and with Iran. Brussels does not want the nuclear
agreement with Iran goes down and the truth is that with the way the military
intervention of the Allies was made in Syria, beyond the justification or not justification
of this intervention, allowed to keep Iran within a certain logic of cooperation, despite
everything, with Europe.

Victor, what will be the effect on the Bashar al-Assad regime?

The truth is that the president's authority was not diminished and was not called into
question by this Allied attack. President Bashar al-Assad remains absolutely
indispensable for a political solution to the crisis in Syria and the truth is that we are
going to have here in Brussels in a week's time a conference on the humanitarian and
political situation in Syria. In this conference there is a point on the agenda of the future
of Syria without Assad, but | think that speaking of Syria's future without Assad is not
understanding the reality that exists on the ground and that requires a political
agreement that involves the current president, President Bashar al-Assad.

Speaking of Bashar al-Assad, he appeared in a video that day of the attack on his way
to the office. The video of the regime wanted to show that this would be just a normal
day in the president's life. | asked him: how does a discreet ophthalmologist living in
London and allegedly unintentional in following his father's footsteps end up in this
position?

| watched the video and the video is a bit ridiculous, because in reality it shows a
president who looks like an office worker entering an extremely luxurious building with
no one else around him, that is, he is totally isolated in the video and to some extent ,
this isolation that can be seen in the video is also the isolation that can be seen in real
life, that is, Bashar al-Assad is a dictator very isolated on the international stage, but
who, despite everything, manages to gather some support within Syria, particularly the
religious sect, the Alawites, the Druze, but also has the support of the Syrian Christian
population and these three large groups are very afraid of Sunni Islamist extremism and
this is what keeps Bashar al-Assad in power.

But in reality, Bashar al-Assad was an accident in history. Bashar al-Assad was, as you
said, someone who was in another type of duties and, because his brother died in an
accident, he ended up being the father's heir and gradually became, let's say, the flag he
defends religious minorities and clan minorities in Syria.

I11.



And in the field of human rights, MEP Judith Sargentini has submitted a report calling
for action to be taken on Article 7 of the Treaty on European Union to Hungary. If this
happens it could result in the temporary loss of voting rights at European level.

In this 26-page report it is mentioned that fundamental principles are being violated,
such as the independence of the judicial system, academic freedom, among others.
The proposal will be voted on in June this year.

Poland, after several warnings from the European Union and according to the Reuters
agency, is taking a step back in what was considered an attack on democratic values.
At stake were reforms proposed by the conservative government and could put the
judiciary under the control of the ruling party.

According to statements by law and justice party leader Jarostaw Kaczynski, there are

80 percent chances that Poland and the European Commission will reach an agreement.

Victor, let's start with Hungary, what reading can be made of the publication of this
report right after the Hungarian elections?

The timing of its release was probably a coincidence, but a very special moment, given
that, on the one hand, there was an overwhelming victory by the Prime Minister of
Hungary and, on the other hand, there was this report of a committee of the European
Parliament which is extremely critical of the way Viktor Orban has been leading
Hungarian politics. This report is due to go to the European Parliament plenary before
the summer break, but I do not think it will happen in the European Parliament. When
it reaches the European Parliament, the report will be hit by the European parliamentary
majority, which is a center-right majority, a majority to which Viktor Orban's party
belongs and will then remain just another report and Hungary will continue to be what
it is at the moment, that is, a bad example in terms of European democratic values.

But this can not have a positive impact, so to speak, how is it happening, for example,
in Poland?

I think not. I think not for a very simple reason, that Viktor Orban has been smarter than
the Polish leaders and Viktor Orban has kept his party within the European center-right
family, ie Viktor Orban has succeeded in getting his party Fidesz continues to be part
of the parliamentary majority which is fundamental to the maintenance of the Brussels
institutions, while in Poland the law and justice party, which is the party in power, has
deviated from the center-right family and in reality the parliamentarians of the Polish
Law and Justice party are less influential in terms of decisions taken and notably in the
European Parliament.

V.

We're back with Victor Angelo.



And on the other side of the Atlantic Mark Zuckerberg was asked by the US Congress
about the data of affected Facebook users in the case of the consultant Cambridge
Analytica.

The founder of Facebook reinforced the apology, said it was not against new data
security laws.

Mark Zuckerberg, founder of Facebook

The internet is gaining tremendous importance in people's lives and | think it is
inevitable that there needs to be some regulation. Therefore, my position is not that
there should be no regulation, but | also think that they should be careful about the
regulations they apply.

EU Justice Commissioner Véra Jourova said that if Facebook's founder also wants to
renew Europe's trust, it should also be heard by Brussels.

Victor, would it be important for the Facebook executive director to be heard in the
European Parliament?

| think so, but I also think he will not accept the invitation. He accepted with great
reluctance to go to the American Congress. He was interviewed for about ten hours in
the chambers of the American Congress. He responded relatively vaguely to the vast
majority of questions. It has clearly shown that many of the members of the American
Congress do not understand how these social platforms work and the truth is that he
thinks that, before his authorities, he has already answered what he would have to
answer and, in the case of Europeans, insist on the audition of Facebook, it will
eventually send the number two or number three of your organization. The truth is also
that at this time all people have a Facebook account and they are European, these
accounts are handled in the Facebook affiliate in Ireland. Since they are registered in
Ireland, they are transmitted to the Facebook headquarters in the United States and
Facebook in the United States, upon receiving this information, has a legal obligation
to share them with the United States National Security Agency and other centers
therefore, even if information from Europeans were protected, for example, from
private companies, they would still be accessible treated by the US secret services.

Véra Jourova made several demands on Facebook and left warnings to other big
technology companies. He said that as of May the new European data protection laws
will make European citizens very well protected from the planet.

Victor, do you think it is possible to go back, that is, that the citizens are the only owners
of their own information?

It is possible to establish some barriers, however, it is clear that from the moment you
and | enter as members of a platform and enroll in a platform we are to some extent
giving up our privacy. The European Union is, in particular, very concerned about the
possibility of iterating in the European elections of 2019, and therefore a large part of
the intentions of having new legislation on the protection of citizens' data has to do with



trying to limit the interference of foreign powers and public opinion-making agencies
in the European Union in 2019, because in reality it is thought that there will be those
who will try to use the elections to elect a large number of Members of the European
Parliament against the European Union and against the continuation of the project of
European continuity.

That's because the case of Cambridge Analytica happened.
It has a lot to do with Cambridge Analytica, much to do with it.

V.

And we just heard Victor Angelo, a resident commentator for Magazine Europe.

And in Culture, we bring good news today. The Youth Orchestra of the European Union
will not end as planned and has funding guaranteed at least until 2020.

The money comes from the Europe Program and, as part of the agreement, this group
will have to work to broaden the audience, increase the visibility and the balance of the
geographical distribution of the musicians who make it up.

The orchestra, founded in 1976, recruits young musicians throughout Europe.

That’s all for today.
See you next week!
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