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I. 

 

In Hungary, Viktor Orbán is re-elected prime minister with 49% of the votes. In this 

program we look at this victory and for an election campaign, marked by an anti-

immigration speech. 

 

In Germany, Carles Puigdemont was released. The former leader of Catalonia wants 

to start a European campaign to promote the independence of that region. 

 

And in today's edition: Facebook admits that data from around 2.7 million users in the 

European Union may have been misused. 

 

II. 

 

Welcome to the Europe Magazine! 

 

Viktor Orbán was elected in Hungary for a third term as prime minister. The result 

attributed 133 of 199 parliamentary seats to the populist party Fidesz, as the journalist 

Lina Ferreira tells us. 

 

Viktor Orbán joined the crowd and sang the anthem of the Hungarian revolution of 

1848, which led to the independence of the country of the Austrian Empire. 

It was thus the first celebrations, in Budapest, of another victory - it is the third - for 

the prime minister. 

According to the latest updates, in the legislative elections, Fidesz, the Orbán party, 

won 48.5% of the votes. 

This means that the leader managed to maintain a two-thirds majority in the National 

Assembly, occupying 133 of 199 parliamentary seats. 

The largest opposition party - the Jobbik - of the ultranationalist right won 26 seats 

followed by the Socialist party with 20 seats. 

.... 

 

And with us on the phone from Brussels, is Victor Ângelo, a resident commentator of 

Magazine Europe and an international consultant based in the Belgian capital. 

 

Victor, these were the expected results? 

Yes, I think so, I think that after an election campaign, in which he managed to 

completely manipulate the Hungarian public opinion, one would not expect other 

results. One of the great lessons of this election is the question of manipulation of 

voters, a new way of campaigning based on lies, based on falsehoods and overcoats 

with the invention of enemies, which then become, say, the flags mobilizing opinion 

and support for the Prime Minister's party. 

 

Viktor Orbán is projected as the sole defender of Hungarian Christian values in the 

face of Muslim immigration. One of the main enemies of the prime minister is 

immigration, which has been present in this campaign, Victor ... 

Yes, the issue of immigration was one of the central issues, most likely the key issue 

in terms of support for Orban's party. But it was not the only one. There has also been, 
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albeit a bit more disguised, a campaign against the Jews, and in particular the 

campaign against George Soros, who is an American philanthropist of Hungarian 

origin and who has done immensely for the education and democratization of Eastern 

Europe, former Soviet Union. The campaign against George Soros had many anti-

Semitic tones. Evidently in contrast to this there was much emphasis on Christianity 

and nationalism. It is also true that the economy in Hungary is relatively well, the 

country has been growing, although wages are low. But the truth is that not only is 

there economic growth, but there is also an extremely low unemployment rate. 

 

Can this victory be seen as a test of the rise of the far right in Europe? 

Viktor Orbán belongs to the same political family of Jean-Claude Juncker, of Donald 

Tusk. It is the political family of the European People's Party, which means that the 

European Union has now become more dependent on an extremely radical faction, 

which is the faction that Viktor Orbán personalizes. On the other hand, the electoral 

campaign has also shown that nationalism continues to give trumps and, to a certain 

extent, the manipulation of national sentiments is contrary to the construction of 

Europe. 

 

Even nowadays, we are still in London, which is facing higher homicide rates than, 

for example, New York. 

Here are some facts: There were 15 murders in London in February. In March, 22 

were investigated ... These two months surpassed New York. 

They are mainly young people. And experts talk about the alienation of the young 

strata and the lack of horizons for these generations. Can this explain this increase in 

crime in the British capital? 

It is a fundamentally juvenile crime, but it is also a criminality that has much to do 

with the difficulties that young people from immigrant families have in integrating 

into British society. Many of these young people come from families who came from 

Nigeria or the Caribbean, or from other parts of the world, but especially from Nigeria 

and the Caribbean. They have great difficulty in being accepted and seeing 

themselves as British. On the other hand, there are two other questions: many young 

people have turned to small-scale crime early on and start on the street selling drugs, 

for example, 12, 13 years old, which means that small crime is one of the routes that 

leads to violence. But there is also the weight of social platforms, because in reality 

many of these quarrels among young people first start on social platforms and then 

come to the street and end up turning into fights between people and, in some cases, 

stab wounds and violent deaths. 

 

We also have the attack in Munster, Germany. Authorities rule out a terrorist attack. I 

asked you, Germany, which is also partly a country made up of immigration - of 

various creeds and religions - it seems however that, compared to the United 

Kingdom or France, there is a more successful integration process. How can you 

explain this? 

Yes, Germany has been, despite everything and in spite of the different origins of the 

German youth, has been able to integrate much more its young people than other 

European countries, and in particular the United Kingdom. 

The United Kingdom uses a very individualistic policy, and each has to deal with 

itself, while in Germany social policy and, in particular, youth policy, allows for 

vocational training, allows for specialized education, taking into account the specific 

needs of each generation and of each of the ethnic segments of German society, that 
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is, there is a great social and educational investment in the German youth and this 

allows the young people and especially the young people coming from the 

immigration, an integration easier and certainly the possibility of finding employment 

which is, in many cases, the best route to a more stable life and a more peaceful life. 

 

III. 

 

Still in Germany, Carles Puigdemont said he will embark on a European campaign to 

promote Catalonia's independence. 

Without plans to return to Spain, the former president of the Generalitat believes he 

has a duty to explain to Europe what is happening in that region. 

Puigdemont was released by the German authorities on a bail of 75,000 euros. 

The courts now have to decide whether or not to extradite the former leader to Spain 

on charges of sedition. 

Catalan is obliged to report to the German authorities every week. 

It is recalled that Puidgemont was detained in northern Germany on 25 March, when 

he was traveling from Denmark to Belgium, where he currently lives. 

On Saturday, at a press conference, the former leader again criticized the actions of 

Madrid. 

 

Carles Puidgemont, former leader Catalonia 

Through dispatches and prisons, they want to get what they did not get at the polls. 

Today we see again what is right and what is correct is that Parliament can debate 

without restriction the election of one of the members of the Generalitat. That's what 

the law says. I repeat, that's what the law says. 

 

Puidgemont also asked the Spanish executive for the normal functioning of regional 

powers. 

In an opening statement, he provisionally withdrew his candidacy for the Catalan 

presidency and proposed number two: Jordi Sanchéz, also in custody for almost six 

months and accused of sedition. 

 

Carles Puidgemont, former leader of the Generalitat 

Jordi Sanchéz has intact his rights as a deputy and therefore can be elected as 

president of the Government. 

 

 
Victor, Puigdemont was released by the German court. It was not what Madrid 

wanted. How will Spain now proceed? 

Spain has now no choice but to await the legal process in Germany. And you will 

have to follow, let us say, the decisions that will be taken by the German judges. If the 

German judges decide that Puigdemont can only return to Spain for reasons of abuse 

of trust and abuse of public funds, it is clear that he can only be tried in Spain for such 

crimes, which also means that this will have an impact in the way the other leaders of 

Catalonia will be judged, because we will have two different situations. On the one 

hand, Puigdemont with accusations much lighter than the accusations made to the 

other Catalan leaders. 

I would say that Spanish justice and Spanish political power have one more problem 

ahead, which is how to handle the judgment of Puigdemont and the other leaders of 
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Catalonia, but that is not all. Spanish politics has a big problem still ahead that is the 

problem of Catalonia in general. At present there continues to be no regional 

government of Catalonia, they remain under the jurisdiction and authority coming 

from Madrid, under Article 155, and this means that the regional government is not 

constituted, things are not working in terms of decentralization and autonomy and, 

above all, the great division that exists in the Catalan society between the 

independentistas and the soberanistas continues to be accentuated. 

 

Carles Puigdemont provisionally withdrew his candidacy for the Catalan presidency. 

He then proposed number two, Jordi Sanchéz, who has been detained for almost half 

a year. What room does this man have? 

Jordi Sánchez does not have any possibility of being elected president of the Catalan 

government, in order to be able to happen, he needed to be released to participate in 

the meeting of the Regional Parliament of Catalonia and to be elected at that time 

president of the regional government. This is certainly not going to happen. The 

Spanish government will not allow it and the Spanish justice certainly will not let it 

out and we will continue to have a situation completely blocked in Catalonia. And I 

must say that at this point any appeal to dialogue seems to be an appeal that will not 

be heard. 

 

Precisely because of this lack of dialogue, Puigdemont said that this conflict requires 

international mediation. Who could do it? 

Puidgemont's strategy of turning the Catalan problem into a European problem and 

flag will not work. It is a strategy that is condemned at the outset. We see clearly that 

there is very little will on the Brussels level, very little will on the part of the different 

European capitals to intervene in the internal affairs of the different European 

countries. This is noted in other parts of the European Union, including Poland, and it 

will certainly continue to be this type of policy that will be followed in relation to 

Spain, that is, Europe will not want to get involved in the Catalan problem, There will 

be a deep national crisis in Catalonia, with victims on the streets, with widespread 

violence and evidently at that time things will be completely different. And the 

question raised, who can do this mediation, I think it is an issue that at this moment 

has no answer. 

 

IV. 

 

And in another case that is making the news: Facebook giant admitted that data "up to 

2.7 million" users in the European Union may have been transmitted inappropriately 

to the UK company Cambridge Analytica. More with the journalist Sofia Jesus. 

 

Facebook revealed to the European Commission that data "up to 2.7 million" users of 

this social network residing in the European Union may have been transmitted 

inappropriately to the British company Cambridge Analytica. 

In a statement, the Commission states that Mark Zuckerberg's company has already 

ensured that it has taken steps to avoid similar cases in the future. 

Also according to the statement, this week is expected to a telephone conversation 

between the European Commissioner with the portfolio of Justice and the direction of 

Facebook. 
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The company has already admitted that consultant Cambridge Analytica used data 

from 87 million users to influence policy campaigns globally. When this case was 

known, there were only 50 million customers. 

In the wake of this scandal, the European Commission asked Facebook for 

clarification. 

The company has announced however that it will deactivate the tool that allows users 

to find people through phone numbers or e-mail addresses. 

 

Victor, how can you respond to a threat like this? 

These threats will to some extent continue. It must be remembered that one in two 

citizens of the European Union uses Facebook. And, on the other hand, it's not just 

Facebook, it's Twitter, Instagram, are other social platforms. The reality is that there 

must be concrete measures for the protection of personal data. The European Union is 

preparing legislation, most likely to be adopted by the end of May, which will 

enhance the protection of personal data of European citizens. But even so, it is clear 

that through social networks it is possible to get a lot of information and much of that 

information can be used for purposes that have to do with commercial objectives and 

also with political objectives and that is what has been happening. 

 

And how has use of Facebook data helped to influence situations like Brexit or, for 

example, the US presidential election? 

People go to Facebook, for example, to look for people who have the same opinion 

and reinforce their prejudices and that is what these companies take advantage of, that 

is, they try to create false profiles and try to give the impression that certain ideas 

have an impact and a very wide acceptance on the social platforms and thus creates an 

illusory reality, that is, it creates the illusion that certain more radical points of view 

are accepted by thousands and thousands of people. And what was initially seen as 

radical, from the moment it seems to have been accepted by tens and tens of 

thousands of people, ceases to be radical and prejudices become true. Facebook works 

a little like an echo camera for the prejudices of a lot of people and people find a 

certain comfort when seeing that they are not only that they believe in this type of 

things, but that there are many more who also believe. And this is how these 

companies use these social platforms to create a reality and try to get the electorate in 

one direction. 

 

V. 

 

And it was Victor Ângelo about the latest scandal involving Facebook. 

And this week we suggest a list of The Guardian of 20 exhibitions in European cities 

for the year 2018. 

At the Guggenheim Spanish museum in Bilbao, you can see a retrospective of the 

work of the Swiss Alberto Giacometti. 

From sculpture to painting, the exhibition is part of the career of the plastic artist, who 

died in 1966. 

In Denmark, more specifically at the Museum of Modern Art in Louisiana in 

Humlebaek, there will be an exhibition of Gabriele Münter, a painter whose work 

lived in the shadow of the work of her companion Kandinsky. 

Denmark now give it voice with the exhibition of 130 pieces of painting, drawing, 

photography and stained glass. 
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Another case of relative anonymity is that of Martha Stettler. The Impressionist Swiss 

artist is remembered this year by the Bern Art Museum. 

Stettler was the first woman to exhibit at the Venice Biennale. 

And we finished with a show that will happen from November in Vaduz, capital of 

Lichtenstein. 

The young Hilti Art Foundation, which opened its doors only in 2015, features works 

by big names in art, such as Picasso, Mondrien and Matisse. 

We're here today. We return, as usual, next Tuesday at the same time. Until then. 
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