
I.

The poisoning of former Russian spy Sergei Skripal has already led to the exit
order of about 300 diplomats in several countries. It is the largest wave of
diplomatic expulsions in history and Portugal was left out.

In Poland, voluntary termination of pregnancy is discussed. Warsaw government
wants to impose more restrictions on abortion. In this program we also look at
the case of Ireland and Germany, where changes to this law are being studied.

And still in this edition: Portugal is one of the oldest countries with one of the
lowest birth rates in Europe.

II.

Welcome to the Europe Magazine,

The case of the poisoning of former Russian agent Sergei Skripal has already led to
the expulsion order of around 300 diplomats.
After 14 March, the UK announced the departure of 23 Russian diplomats, other
countries followed suit.
The maneuver has affected at least 150 members of Russian representations in several
countries. Moscow retaliated, bringing to more than 300 representatives affected by
the largest wave of diplomatic expulsions in history.
Dmitry Peshkov, a Kremlin spokesman again denied any responsibility of Russia in
the event.

Dmitry Peshkov, Kremlin spokesman
[Russia does not promote diplomatic wars, and President Putin has always been and
continues to be in favor of developing friendly relations with all countries, including
the United States.]

Portugal was one of the countries that chose not to expel Russian diplomatic officials.
The Foreign Minister, Augusto Santos Silva, called the Portuguese ambassador in
Moscow for consultations. Decision that the President of the Republic Marcelo
Rebelo de Sousa considered to be a warning sign.

Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa, President of Portugal
[It means that for a more or less short period, more or less long, the presence of the
highest Portuguese diplomatic representative in a country ceases to exist at this level
and that it is a very clear form of sign or, if you wish, is a strong decision on the part
of the Portuguese State.]

Also, the secretary general of the Portuguese Communist Party, Jerónimo de Sousa,



said that the Government is on the right track.

Jerónimo de Sousa, secretary general of the PCP
[Our constitution of the Republic is a peace-loving constitution, in that sense the
Government that decides to comply is on the right track.]

Skripal's poisoning was attributed to the Moscow secret services. But Russia says this
was a fabricated case.
Recently Moscow left doubts on the air, questioned the French involvement in the
investigation and suggested that the UK could have interest in this attack.

And with us on the phone from Brussels is Victor Ângelo, former United Nations
Deputy Secretary-General and international consultant, based in the Belgian capital.

Victor, a lot of solidarity on a global scale, not Portugal. How can one read the
decision of non-expulsion of Russian diplomats?
I believe that there we have two dimensions. On the one hand, Portugal wants to
maintain a relationship with Russia that is a relatively cordial relationship, because
Portugal has many tourists coming from Russia and also wants to develop its trade
relations with Russia.
But it is also a matter of internal politics. We must not forget that the Portuguese
Government depends on the support in the Assembly of the Republic of the Left
Block and the PCP. And both the Left Block and the PCP are not in favor of this kind
of joint action involving NATO and, to a certain extent, the European Union and,
therefore, relied on the action taken by the European Union, or adopted the measures
taken by the European Union, but did not take any bilateral action.
Later, faced with some bemusement by some Portuguese political circles, the
Portuguese government decided to withdraw the Portuguese ambassador in Moscow
for consultations. It is a classic measure, it is in the diplomatic manuals and it shows,
above all, that there is a certain political disagreement between the two countries, but
a political disagreement that is simply limited to a very diplomatic and not very
hostile demonstration. What would in fact be considered a more serious step would
have been to expel some of the Russian diplomats, even if it was only a Russian
diplomat who was based in Lisbon and that the Portuguese government decided not to
do.

What could be the consequences of being misaligned, let us say, with the decisions of
the European Union and NATO partners?
Portugal is not the only country that has not expelled Russian diplomats or espionage
agents. Portugal tried to save the dishes and protect itself against its allies, both
NATO and the European Union, with the withdrawal of the ambassador. I think that
there was a lot of pressure coming from the Presidency of the Portuguese Republic, in
the sense that it was necessary to make a gesture and that was the gesture that was
made and was presented, so to speak, as another expression of Portuguese solidarity



in relation to measures taken in Brussels.

After a few weeks since this attack, what evidence does the UK really have of the
involvement of the Kremlin or someone from Russia?
Both Britain and, for example, the European Union countries in their collective
decision have clearly stated that the odds against Russia are very high. All indications
point in the direction of Russia, although in these things it is very difficult to arrive
exactly at the undisputed conclusion that Russia will have been and then, within
Russia, that would have been, for example, the Kremlin. This is the first dimension.
The second dimension: these issues of espionage are always issues that are kept under
the cloak of secrecy, that is, the evidence, and certainly there will be strong evidence
that will never be revealed publicly. We, the commentators, we who speak of these
things, but who do not have access to the information inside, we will always have
doubts as to whether the evidence is in fact conclusive to 100 percent.

Victor, and António Guterres recently commented that the tension between US and
Russia is reminiscent of the Cold War. Let us recall these statements:

António Guterres, UN Secretary-General
[During the Cold War we had control mechanisms and something to avoid the scale of
incidents, to ensure that the situation did not go uncontrolled. These mechanisms no
longer exist, because we all thought they would no longer be necessary. I believe it is
time to reactivate these precautions to ensure dialogue and to avoid escalating the
situation. In fact, I believe that these mechanisms are necessary.]

These are the words of António Guterres on the diplomatic conflict. What
mechanisms is the UN secretary-general talking about?
There are mechanisms within NATO, where there is a council called the
NATO-Russia Council. This council has to meet regularly and have to clarify what
there is to clarify. On the other hand, there are mechanisms within the framework of
the Organization for Security and Cooperation, including mechanisms relating to
military intelligence and mutual inspections by the military, but there is also a
diplomatic that the West is surrounding Russia. We must also fight against the
Kremlin's very strong idea that we are against the Russians, and there is no real
Russophobe. Moreover, we are very interested in the continuation and deepening of
economic relations between the European Union and Russia and that is why the
Pipeline project, which is known as the "Nord Stream 2", continues to be
implemented. In fact, at the same time that Germany was expelling four Russian
diplomats, it was signing a new contract for a new phase of this pipeline with Russia.

In the meantime, the European Commission has presented the Action Plan on
Military Mobility which aims to improve military mobility in the European
Union and beyond. Is there any relation to this delicate moment?
Europe certainly feels threatened by Russia and at the same time needs to



create conditions for self-defense. Europe is well aware that sooner or later it
will no longer have the unconditional support of the United States. The idea of
  the Europe of Defense is an idea that is going above all to point towards
customs simplification to allow different military equipment to circulate
between different European countries. In fact, the idea is to create nine military
corridors throughout Europe, corridors that run from east to west and from
north to south. These corridors should allow heavy military means, notably
tanks and large trucks, to and cross the rivers of Europe. That is why this issue
of the Europe of Defense remains a very important issue.

And to close the week that has passed, we still have the meeting between the
European Union and Turkey. European Council President Donald Tusk has
already said that there was no compromise between the two parties. What was
in June, when the next meeting is scheduled?
It was all over, it was a meeting that did not get any results. There are many
disagreements over many things, in particular regarding Turkey's action in
northern Syria and Turkey's ongoing attacks on the Kurds of Syria. There were
also many differences regarding human rights, the freedom of the people, the
imprisonment of journalists, the arrest of military personnel ... I would even
say that at this moment the dialogue between the two parties is a dialogue of
the deaf and it is a dialogue especially marked by the extremely aggressive
positions of Turkish President Erdogan. Last week, in addition to attacking the
European Union in general, he decided to attack French President Emmanuel
Macron directly. Emmanuel Macron had proposed the mediation of France in
the conflict between Turkey and the Kurds of Syria and the Turkish president,
when he heard this proposal, exploded and practically publicly insulted and in a
meeting with the highest leaders of Turkey, and a meeting that was transmitted
on television, insulted the French president and showed much disrespect for
France which is a key country within the European Union.

III.

We're back to the conversation with Victor Angelo.
For now, let's look at the legislation of voluntary termination of pregnancy,
which is under debate in Germany, Poland and Ireland for different reasons.
More with the journalist Lina Ferreira.

The voluntary termination of pregnancy is under debate in Germany, Poland
and Ireland .... But for different reasons.
Berlin is studying the amendment to the abortion law, which dates back to the
time of National Socialism. Doctors can make abortions, but they can not
announce that they do.
The case came back to prominence when a doctor who reported on voluntary
termination of pregnancy was fined for doing so.



The German coalition divides: The Social Democrats want changes; CDU and
CSU prefer to keep everything as is.
Already in Ireland, the legalization of abortion will be decided by a referendum
on 25 May. The vote on the matter was a promise of Prime Minister Leo
Varadkar, who considers the current law too restrictive. Dublin prohibits
abortion, but there is one exception: when life expectancy is predicted for the
mother.
Poland wants to change the law and prevent the interruption of pregnancy, even
in cases of fetal malformation, one of the few exceptions that allows women to
end gestation.
In Warsaw, abortion is virtually barred, except in the case of severe damage to
the fetus, threats to the mother's health, or when pregnancy is the result of rape
or incest.

The interruption of pregnancy continues to pose serious doubts in some
countries, notably - and as we have heard - in Poland. Because? Is religion here
an important factor?
The Catholic Church played an important role in the past when it came to
fighting against communism and against the lack of civic liberties that existed
during the Soviet Union and the Warsaw Pact, and where Poland was not a
state of the Union Soviet era was an allied state of the Warsaw Pact and a
communist country. But the truth is that now the Catholic Church no longer
plays the same progressive role. On the contrary, it is a church deeply turned to
the past, a church in the style of what we knew 50 or 60 years ago in Portugal
and this has some influence with certain layers of the population and also with
the political leadership.

How should the EU deal with this issue, and are we clearly in the field of
human rights?
The only possible way for the rest of Europe and the European institutions is to
continue to insist on human rights, freedoms and, above all, the possibility for
women to have their bodies as they see fit. The liberation of women was a
fundamental step towards the liberation of the European population, for the
modernization of mentalities in Europe, and we have to explain this to the
leaders of Poland, to insist on them and, above all, to remind them that in
addition to other issues there is the issue of equality between men and women
and there is the issue of human rights and this issue of abortion is seen as a
central issue within the human rights issue.

IV.

And now we are going to the other end of Europe.
Portugal is one of the oldest countries in the European Union. By 2016, one in
five Portuguese were over 65, or nearly 21 percent of the population.



According to the Portuguese National Statistics Institute, which analyzed the
report "Iberian Peninsula in Numbers 2017", in Spain the figure was 18.7%.
Another study by the European Union's Statistical Office (Eurostat) reveals that
Franca has the highest birth rate in the 28 block, with 1.92 births per woman.
Spain and Italy have the lowest rates, with 1.34 births, followed by Portugal
with 1.36.

Victor, Portugal is one of the oldest countries in the EU and one of the lowest
birth rates. How to explain this phenomenon that seems to focus on the
countries of southern Europe?
This has mainly to do with two issues. On the one hand, an accelerated fall in
the birth rate in Portugal. In the last 30 years, the birth rate has fallen
dramatically in our country. And the other big question that influences this high
proportion of the elderly is that many of the young people and people of
working age have immigrated, ie, left Portugal and went to work in other
places, went to work in England, went to work in France, Luxembourg, to other
parts of Europe and some of them even went to Macao.

It is necessary to increase the economy so that there is more employment, and
in relation to the birth rate, incentives must be created so that parents can
decide not only to have one child, but at least two children, which means
family allowances, means a holiday paid to both parents during a certain period
after the birth of the child, that is, a whole scheme of support for young couples,
which is currently starting but which is still insufficient and needs to be
expanded.

IV.

We were with Victor Ângelo, a resident commentator for Magazine Europe.
And in our cultural note, we have the ten years of the Museum of the East. An
anniversary that will be marked with exhibitions, concerts and other activities
until May 27.
India, Korea and China are some of the featured cultures during the celebration
of the 10th anniversary of the East Museum and the 30th anniversary of the
East Foundation.
We stay here until the week!
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