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I. 

 

Former president of the regional government of Catalonia was detained by the German police 

along the border with Denmark. Carles Puigdemont was trying to return to Belgium by car. 

 

Brussels supports the United Kingdom in the case of the poisoning of former agent Sergei 

Skripal. 14 European Union countries have already announced the expulsion of Russian 

diplomats. 

 

Also, in this Magazine Europe: Study reveals that France and Spain are the European countries 

most affected by terrorism. 

 

II. 

 

Welcome to the Europe Magazine! 

 

Carles Puigdemont, former president of the Regional Government of Catalonia was 

arrested by the German police on Sunday morning. The politician was stopped as he 

crossed the frontier between Denmark and Germany by car. More with the journalist Lina 

Ferreira. 

 

Carles Puigdemont was on his way to Belgium on Sunday. He crossed the border between 

Denmark and Germany when he was arrested. According to the newspaper El Pais, the former 

president of the Regional Government of Catalonia was taken to the prison Neumünster, north of 

Hamburg, where he waited to be present to a German judge. 

The former President of the Generalitat will have left Helsinki, Finland, where he attended a 

conference, knowing that Spain had reactivated an international arrest warrant. 

Puigdemont is accused by Madrid of sedition, rebellion and disobedience in Spain for the 

organization of a referendum considered illegal and for having unilaterally declared the 

independence of Catalonia. 

The politician was exiled in Belgium, where local authorities refused extradition to Spain. 

 

Now in Finland, Carles Puigdemond lamented the actions of Madrid. 

 

Carles Puigdemont, former President of the Regional Government of Catalonia 

It is a serious mistake, more a serious error of the Spanish authorities in general. Putting 

politicians in jail is not the answer. Forcing politicians is not the answer. It is not the way to solve 

the problem in a democratic way. 

 

In case of conviction, the Catalan politician faces a prison sentence of up to 30 years. 

.... 

 

Lina Ferreira here on the arrest of Carles Puigdemont, after Spain reactivated the international 

arrest warrant. 

It is also worth mentioning that demonstrations were organized in Brussels, also in Barcelona to 

ask for the freedom of Catalan independentists politicians. 

 

And with us on the phone is Victor Ângelo, commentator of Magazine Europe and international 

consultant based in Brussels. 
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Victor, there was some silence around the issue of Catalonia. The arrest warrant had been 

withdrawn. Why has Spain reactivated this international arrest warrant? 

The Spanish government wants to show that it is extremely severe when it comes to 

unconstitutional independence movements against the kingdom of Spain and, in fact, they have 

not lost sight of Carles Puigdemont. He was being followed by about 12 Spanish secret agents, 

there was a very large collaboration between the secret police of Spain and the German police 

and in fact, as soon as he entered Germany, the German police acted at the request of the Spanish 

police and he was immediately detained. 

 

And why the German police and not the Danish or Finnish? 

From the moment that the Spanish secret services realized that he would go by car, they 

preferred to wait for him to enter Germany, because there they were absolutely certain that the 

German police would act according to the request coming from Spain, that is, there is a tradition 

of cooperation between these two policemen, between these two countries and they were 

absolutely certain that, once entered Germany, he would eventually be detained. And this is what 

happened. 

 

And how can this story unfold now? What is going to happen to Puigdemont? You will not be 

returning to Brussels ... 

I do not think so, I think this can drag on for several weeks, even a few months. He will try 

everything to avoid his extradition to Madrid. He will use all the legal arguments. And the truth 

is that at the level of the German government this is a hot potato and the German government 

will prefer that it be the judicial process that takes precedence and not the political question. But 

in reality the imprisonment of Carles Puigdemont is an absolutely political issue and is a 

question that is seen in many European circles with very critical eyes, that is, a large part of the 

intelligentsia and the most enlightened European public opinion does not understand the reasons 

that led the arrest of Carles Puigdemont and the detention of other leaders of Catalonia, that is, of 

the 13 leaders who are currently detained and who will be tried for rebellion in Spain. 

 

Carles Puigdemont even said that this is an attempt on democracy. Victor, how can the Catalan 

question evolve from now on? 

The situation in Catalonia is getting complicated, the independentists will continue to manifest in 

an extremely noisy and very present in the streets of the main cities of Catalonia. And the truth is 

that they will continue to use the argument that this is about political detainees, that is, 

imprisonment for an offense of opinion. And this type of argument is an argument that, to a 

certain extent, goes well with public opinion and that causes the issue of Catalonia to return to 

the headlines of European newspapers - and at this moment the arrest of Puigdemont is the great 

title in most of European newspapers - then go back to the headlines of these newspapers and be 

treated as an issue that is difficult to understand, bearing in mind that the issue of rebellion exists 

only in a few European countries: it exists in Spain and very interestingly there is also in 

Germany and that was also why the Spanish government preferred him to enter German territory 

and only later to ask for his detention, because this type of crime does exist in Germany, but in 

Germany it is clearly said that it is a crime only if it is used violence or attempt to use public 

violence in order to pervert the constitutional order. 

 

II. 

 

And in another case that is marking the news: 

14 European Union countries have announced the expulsion of Russian diplomats in 
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solidarity with the United Kingdom. Brussels is thus positioned next to London in the case 

of the poisoning of former agent Sergei Skripal, as the journalist Marta Melo tells us. 

 

The European Council, which met last week, condemned the poisoning of former Russian agent 

Sergei Skripal, admitting that it is highly likely that Moscow will be responsible for what 

happened. 

The use of chemical weapons, the Council wrote in a statement, must be condemned 

systematically and rigorously. 

The poisoning of Sergei Skripal triggered an international crisis in relations with Moscow. 

London expelled 23 Russian diplomats from British territory. 

Russia says it is innocent and has announced reprisals. 

According to the British newspaper The Guardian, several EU member states are preparing to 

oust Russian diplomats. Among them are France, Germany, Poland, Ireland, Holland, Estonia, 

Latvia, Lithuania, Bulgaria, Czech Republic and Denmark. 

The Kremlin accused the European Union of trying to aggravate the crisis with Russia. 

 

Victor, meanwhile, Donald Trump announced the expulsion of 60 Russian diplomats from the 

country. In the case of Europe, 14 nations took the same decision. Was European solidarity 

already expected? 

I think so, as Europe grows and Europe deepens when there is a common foreign enemy and 

Russia has in fact offered itself as this possible common foreign enemy. In fact, it is not the only 

one. At the moment, Europe has two major foreign enemies, Russia and Turkey, and it has an 

adversary in trade matters that is the President of the United States, Donald Trump. Whether 

Moscow, Ankara, or Washington are right now are good arguments to advance, let us say, unity 

among European leaders. 

 
What would have happened here if Brexit were already a reality? 

There would still be solidarity within NATO and probably - not with the same force, not with the 

same unity, but certainly with some enthusiasm - there would be support from the European 

countries towards the UK, because in fact the question of Russia is a relatively central issue in 

the European Union's foreign defense policy. This is not to say that there is an anti-Russian 

feeling, there is no "russophobia". It is true that Moscow would like this to be seen as a 

movement against the Russians, but this is not a movement against the Russians, this is a 

movement against Vladimir Putin's political options. 

 

Victor also mentioned another complicated relationship: that of the European Union and Turkey. 

This was another of the topics that was on the table at the European Council. The countries of the 

bloc have asked Ankara - and I quote here - to "stop illegal actions" in the Aegean Sea and 

"respect the sovereignty of Cyprus." 

Between the recording since program and the screening, Donald Tusk and other leaders meet 

with Erdogan. It is not expected to be an easy meeting in Bulgaria. What can you expect from 

this face-to-face? 

Europe has great difficulty with the internal situation in Turkey, on the one hand, it thinks that 

there are serious violations of human rights in Turkey. On the other hand, there are repeated and 

repeated confrontations between Turkey and its neighboring countries, notably Greece, in the 

Mediterranean, including recently the clash of Turkish frigates against Greek frigates, and there 

is also the issue of gas exploitation off Cyprus, inasmuch as Turkey openly opposed an Italian 

vessel - which had been hired by the Government of Cyprus to operate the gas - to enter the 

territorial waters of Cyprus and have to go back. That is, we now have an extremely complex 

relationship with Turkey, which is extremely difficult to manage, and even more so because 
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Turkey controls the flow of immigration from Syria and from Afghanistan and, to a certain 

extent, from another Southeast Asia. And Europe has to walk on eggs when it comes to Turkey. 

 

Do not expect a position of strength on the part of Europe? 

It will be very difficult to demand from Turkey much more than, so to speak, the liberation of the 

Greek military, the release of journalists, allow the exploitation of gas in the territorial waters of 

Cyprus, but without a position of force. In fact, Europe is going to this meeting with Turkey with 

three billion euros in the pocket to offer Turkey so that the tap of immigration remains closed. 

 

IV. 

 

And more to the West, Spain and France are the European countries most affected by terrorism, 

in numbers of deaths and attacks. Between 2000 and 2016, 253 people were killed in Spain. 

In France, 250 people were killed. 

Across the continent, 16 countries have escaped terror: among them are Portugal, Cyprus. The 

Czech Republic, Slovakia, Slovenia, Estonia and Hungary. 

The data were recently revealed by a study by Spanish MEP Maite Pagazaurtundúa. It is called 

the Black and White Terrorism Paper in Europe and covers the period between 2000 and 2016. 

Victor, this report that was recently known but which now gains another dimension with recent 

attacks in Carcassone and Trèbes in the south of France. 

What analysis to make of another attack in the name of the Islamic State? 

Well, the first analysis is that these kinds of incidents are very difficult to predict, very hard to 

avoid. He was again an absolutely isolated person, someone who had been under observation for 

some time and who had a special record in the information services of France, but who was no 

longer under observation, because in reality he did not express himself in terms of action. That 

is, he had relatively radical opinions, but he did not make contacts or plan anything. It is no 

longer observed, and the truth is that a few months later it appears on the street and appears to 

kill people and to remind us that this type of situation will continue to exist in European 

countries, and especially in France, where there is a very young came from immigration and does 

not feel totally integrated, does not feel totally accepted by French society and, in some cases, 

first begins by being a small criminal and then turns out to be a terrorist and ends up creating a 

situation like the one we we saw last week in the South of France. 

France, which is one of the countries most affected by this terrorism of jihadist inspiration, says 

the White and Black Terrorism in Europe. 

Yes, France has a lot of problems in integrating certain communities. Indeed, it is clear today that 

the French government has many difficulties in controlling certain neighborhoods that are 

predominantly inhabited by people coming from immigration, and particularly people coming 

from North Africa and with a culture and a religion completely different from what is the culture 

of France. We have witnessed, in particular, the outskirts of Paris and the outskirts of other major 

cities, the emergence of very radical mosques, preachers who are totalitarian in the way they 

view religion and public life, and France has had great difficulty in finding an answer for this 
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type of shares. Just last week about a hundred French intellectuals published a manifesto warning 

of the fact that these types of communities are dividing France and are creating a problem that 

will be a problem of great volume in the future. They also warned that about 26 to 27 percent of 

French people of Islamic faith have radical views and are very close to the Salafist positions. In 

other words, France, like other immigration countries, notably immigration from North Africa, 

France will certainly continue to have many problems and will have a great challenge ahead, 

which is to see how it must act in order to be able to integrate better these people in the value 

system that has been the value system that has been the traditional value system in France. 

 

16 countries escaped terror, according to the study cited above. Portugal is one of them, but most 

of these names are from Eastern Europe and they are currently closing the door to immigration. 

Immigration of people from completely different cultures has created some difficulties, and 

European governments, and in particular the governments of Western Europe, have not 

addressed the issue of integration and assimilation of these people as they should be. It used to 

be said that in "Rome be like the Romans," but in truth the wisdom behind this saying was lost a 

little while, and at this moment people come and end up being more radical around the country 

than their own. parents or grandparents are, for example, in the mountains of the Atlas of 

Morocco, ie there is more radicalism, there are more extremist positions in certain outlying areas 

in the larger French cities than in many rural areas of Morocco or Algeria. 

 

V. 

 

We were with Victor Ângelo, a resident commentator for Magazine Europe. 

And before we finish, we leave our cultural suggestion of the week. Bob Dylan launches 

"Triplicate" on March 31st. 

The musician's 38th album and Nobel Prize for Literature have versions of American music 

classics, such as Harold Hupfield's As Time Goes By. The album is divided into three albums. 

with 10 songs each. 

See you next week! 
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